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03 04wiltshire
The wesTbury whiTe horse

hampshire
waTership down

uDistance: 6½ miles/10.4 kmuTime: 4 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 11 miles/17.7km uTime: 5½-6 hours uGrade: Challengingso
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chosen by…  
nigel vile
Eric Ravilious’s 
paintings of the 

Westbury White Horse have 
been described as a ‘collision 
of old and new’. There is  
first of all the White Horse 
carved onto the escarpment  
of Salisbury Plain, remodeled 
in 1778 and said to 
commemorate King Alfred’s 
victory at the Battle of 
Ethandun. His paintings are 
either from a 3rd Class railway 
carriage looking up at the 
horse, or from the horse 
looking down at the railway, 
also known as the ‘iron horse’. 
All around lies archetypal 
chalk downland, awash with 
seasonal flora and fauna that 
includes orchids, blue 

butterflies and skylarks.  
The views from Bratton Fort, 
dating from the Iron Age, are 
immense; equally impressive  
is the outlook down into 
Coombe Bottom. 

1 Start 
Enter churchyard, follow 

path L to gate and path to  
lane. L then first R, follow 
Lower Road past thatched 
cottages before taking next  
L into Greater Lane. Pass 
through gateway on R in  
50m, cross paddock to gate 
before following R edge of  
field for 600m to corner.  
Drop down path to stream, 
walk in front of cottage and 
along back lane to junction. 
Turn L up to B3098. Cross  
into Stradbrook and, in 300m,  

chosen by…  
fiona barltrop
Watership Down, the 
setting for Richard 

Adams’ book of the same 
name, is to be found in the 
North Hampshire Downs, near 
the village of Kingsclere. In the 
novel, a group of rabbits leave 
their doomed warren in search 
of a new home which they find 
at Watership Down. This circuit 
leads you onto the chalk ridge 
via the village of Hannington, 
then along the top, passing  
a plaque in recognition  
of Richard Adams, ‘a lover  
of Watership Down and its 
inhabitants’. Descending from 
the downs, the return is via the 
estate of Sydmonton Court 
and the village of Ecchinswell 
back to Kingsclere. 

1 Start 
Turn R out of car park down 

Anchor Road to Swan Street 
Turn R, then R again along 
George Street/B3051. Fork  
R at George & Horn along 
Basingstoke Road, then fork  
R again along The Dell. When 
lane bends R keep ahead along 
bridleway. Another bridleway 
joins from R and after this at  
a fork bear R through gap in 
hedge and continue across 
fields, mast atop Cottington’s 
Hill ahead to R. After a level 
stretch, track bears L uphill 
passing turning on R (shortcut 
to pt 3). Keep ahead at next 
junction following bridleway 
south. After bending L then R 
you reach Meadham Lane. Turn 
R then turn L to T-junction.  
To visit Hannington turn L.➥ ➥

R into Church Road; walk  
along to church. 

21¼ miles/2km 
Walk through churchyard 

to gate at far side of church, 
join path; turn sharp L to climb 
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route
start/parking edington 
priory, Ba13 4QN,  
grid ref st926534
is it for me? Footpaths, 
lanes and tracks; one 
steep ascent
stiles 2

planning 
nearest town westbury
refreshments the 
much-acclaimed three 
Daggers pub and farm 
shop in edington
public toilets None public 
transport westbury has an 
excellent rail service; from 
the station, libra travel 
run buses to edington, 
excl sundays.
Maps Os explorer 143; 
landranger 184

plan your walk

route
start/parking anchor 
Yard car park, anchor 
road – off swan street 
opp. church, rG20 5pQ, 
grid ref sU525586
is it for me? Downland 
paths & tracks, field paths, 
country lanes. stretches 
along two waymarked 
routes: wayfarer’s walk 
and Brenda parker way. 
shortcut option via 
Cottington’s hill to pt 3
stiles 2

planning 
nearest towns  
Newbury & Basingstoke
refreshments the Crown, 
Bel & Dragon and George 
& horn all in Kingsclere; 
the Vine, hannington; 
royal Oak, ecchinswell
public toilets Kingsclere
public transport liNK bus, 
Basingstoke-Newbury  
via Kingsclere, mon-sat, 
www.stagecoachbus.com
Maps Os explorer 144; 
landranger 174

plan your walk

downland views on the 
descent from point 4. 

The westbury white  
horse and topograph.
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2 2¾ miles/4.4km 
Retrace steps to T-junction 

and keep ahead on footpath.  
At next junction go R along 
field edge, bearing round to L 
to reach gates and Meadham 
Lane again. Now joining 
Wayfarer’s Walk (WW) keep 
ahead along Meadham Lane 
then soon turn R along byway 
which leads down to B3051  
and White Hill viewpoint.

3 4½ miles/7.2km 
Cross road and continue 

along track by gallops passing 
a fenced enclosure where a 
beech tree has been planted 
(Richard Adams’ plaque on 
fence). Continue on WW 
descending to a lane. Cross  
and carry on for about 200m. 

4 6⅓ miles/10km 
Turn R at a pylon down 

footpath, L along lane and 
soon fork R along drive and  
R again before barn along  
path heading north. Continue 
along estate road passing 
Sydmonton Court on R.  
Carry on north until you  
reach a turning on R. This  
leads via Watership Farm  
to a lane, where you turn L  
to Ecchinswell. Walk through 
village to war memorial on R.  

5 9 miles/14.5km 
Turn R, ignore next R,  

and bear R over bridge at  
next junction now following 
Brenda Parker Way (BPW),  
a long distance path through 
North Hampshire, 

commemorating a Ramblers 
member. Continue on BPW  
to an access road, going L  
then L again to follow path 
parallel to road. 

6 10 miles/16.2km 
Take next L leaving BPW 

and follow footpaths across 
fields back to Kingsclere.  
Turn R at road back to  
church and car park.   

uphill, stream below on R. In 
100m, R at junction and walk 
along to gate. Follow path 
ahead past trees before 
climbing uphill to fence on 
hilltop above Combe Bottom. 
Follow fence to R, passing 
through gates along the way, 
to join sunken path. Turn R and 
follow path around head of 
Combe Bottom lane. Turn L 
and, in 200m, cross stile on  
R by gate; follow path to R  
out to edge of hilltop. Turn L; 
follow rampart of Bratton  
Fort for 400m to Westbury 
White Horse. 

32½ miles/4km 
Continue to gate; turn R to 

walk across to topograph. Bear 
L across to road, turn L and, in 
200m, follow track on R down 
to clump of trees and Imber 
Range Path. Follow path to  
L for 2.8km to junction, turn  
R down to army post and, 
where byway bears L, turn  
L onto public footpath. 

44½ miles/7.2km 
In 200m, keep L at fork 

and continue to a gate. 
Continue following track as it 
winds downhill to reach B3098 

in 0.8km. Turn L and, in 50m,  
R onto path at gateway. Walk 
around R edge of field to 
bottom corner, pass through 
gate on R and cross paddock 
to gate and Greater Lane.  
Turn L to junction; retrace  
steps to R back to Priory.  

04 03hampshire
waTership down

wiltshire
The wesTbury whiTe horse

uOS Explorer map 144 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 143 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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