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23 24CONWY 
TRYFAN (VIA HEATHER TERRACE)

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY 
HART FELL HORSESHOE

■Distance: 5¼ miles/8.3km ■Time: 4-5 hours ■Grade: Challenging ■Distance: 9¼ miles/14.9km ■Time: 6-7 hours ■Grade: Challenging  
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CHOSEN BY… 
MATTHEW PIKE
If you want a great 
scramble up this 

iconic Snowdonian peak but 
tremble at the thought of its 
notorious North Ridge, then 
Heather Terrace is a great 
alternative. The going is slow 
and tough, but, for most of 
the way, lacks the exposure 
and the technicality required 
on North Ridge. That said, 
the final section is a full-on 
scramble, so don’t 
underestimate this route. 
The rewards include dramatic 
views of the precipitous 
Glyderau and Carneddau 
ranges, three utterly 
gorgeous lakes, and the 
satisfaction and kudos of 
having climbed Britain’s 

toughest mountain south of 
the Scottish Highlands.

1 Start  
Head to the western end of 

the roadside parking then turn 
L through gate at footpath 
sign. Head R through kissing 
gate then follow grass path 
heading uphill. At T-junction 
of paths head L and follow 
contour of hill. Shortly before 
dip as approaching Tryfan 
Bach rock face, take faint path 
R. This heads directly uphill, 
and soon up gully following 
small stream. At T-junction 
with more distinct path, turn 
R. Climb steeply then, once 
completing the hands-on 
climb-up between rocks, 
you’ve reached Heather 
Terrace path.

CHOSEN BY… 
DAVID MARSH
The Hart Fell 
Horseshoe is a 

superb high-level walk just 
east of Moffat which bears 
the name of its highest point, 
an 808m Corbett. The true 
magic of the walk comes from 
the many sections of the 
route beside a 500m drop to 
the valley below. The finest 
section of all is near the end 
with the surprisingly narrow 
ridge connecting Under 
Saddle Yoke and Saddle Yoke, 
followed by a glorious descent 
back into Moffat Dale. Despite 
the quality, it remains a quiet 
route, where you’re more 
likely to encounter goats 
than fellow walkers. It’s no 
exaggeration to say that this 

is the finest Scottish ridge 
walk south of the Central Belt.

1 Start  
From the lay-by parking, 

walk carefully back SW along 
the A708, passing the verge 
parking, to cross the bridge 
over Blackhope Burn. Just 
before crossing Hang Burn, 
turn R through gate into field 
and head up beside fence to 
another gate. Ascend very 
steep bracken slope to the R 
of the Hang Burn ravine using 
faint path for help. When the 
gradient eases, a waterfall is 
passed, and an electric fence 
soon reached.

2 1 mile/1.7km 
On other side of the fence, 

faint path goes on tussocky ➥ ➥

ground towards Black Craig. 
To reach it, either climb two 
fixed wooden gates (the first 
to the L by burn) or detour 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Free 
roadside parking on A5, 
east of Llyn Ogwen, 
grid ref SH668605 
Is it for me? Grade 1 
scrambling and exposure, 
particularly near the 
summit. Route finding 
skills needed. Prolonged 
ascent and descent 
Stiles 6

PLANNING
Nearest town Bethesda 
Refreshments Snack bar 
at Ogwen Centre 
Public toilets Ogwen 
Centre 
Public transport T10 
TrawsCymru bus Bangor-
Bethesda-Betws y Coed 
stops at Llyn Ogwen 
(0300 200 2233; 
trawscymru.info). Bws 
Ogwen electric bus 
Bethesda-Llyn Ogwen 
Maps OS Explorer OL17; 
Landranger 115; Harvey 
Superwalker Snowdonia 
North

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Verge 
parking on A708 at 
Blackshope, grid ref 
NT147098 (don’t block 
gate), or lay-by parking 
500m further NE along 
road at grid ref NT151102 
Is it for me? Long hill walk 
(c.900m ascent), with 
some very steep slopes, 
on often sketchy or non-
existent grassy paths  
Stiles 3 (2 are avoidable 
with short detour)

PLANNING
Nearest town Moffat  
(6 miles) 
Refreshments Multiple 
options in Moffat 
Public toilets Moffat 
Public transport None 
Maps OS Explorer 330; 
Landranger 78

PLAN YOUR WALKLlyn Idwal from just past Llyn 
Bochlwyd, between 5 and 6.

Black Craig from under 
Saddle Yoke. 
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300m R by fence to gate. 
Ascend Black Craig using faint 
path, terrain gets easier on 
escarpment edge. Dramatic 
short spur on R is worth a 
detour. Continue along edge, 
passing small cairn, to join 
quad bike track between edge 
and fence. Follow this across 
flat top of Swatte Fell before 
climbing to Falcon Craig.

3 3¾ miles/5.9km 
Drop down to col named 

Hass o’ the Red Roads then 
climb alongside fence to the 
Hart Fell summit – trig point is 
surrounded by a wind shelter.

4 4½ miles/7.1km 
Leave summit following 

fence, heading NE initially, all 

the way to Hartfell Rig. Shortly 
after a steeper descent starts, 
the fence bends away L but 
continue ahead across boggy 
terrain on the faintest of paths, 
dropping down to contour 
above the streams that feed 
into Whirly Gill, eventually 
passing the top of a deeply 
incised stream.

5 6¼ miles/9.9km 
Head up broad NW slopes 

of Under Saddle Yoke to reach 
its airy 745m top. Drop steeply 
down then climb the narrow, 
grassy ridge connecting to 
Saddle Yoke. Descend Saddle 
Yoke’s S ridge on clear path, 
using a stile to cross electric 
fence near small pool of water, 
then ascending to a 494m top.

6 8 miles/12.7km 
Continue down the 

ridge on path but, by an old 
sheepfold, leave the path and 
head down the slope aiming 
for where the track in the 
valley bottom passes through 
a gate. Go through this gate 
and follow the track back to 
the A708 and the verge 
parking. Turn L along the 
road to return to the lay-by 
parking. 

2 ½ mile/0.8km 
Turn L here. Path is often 

indistinct, but keep heading 
generally uphill. After short 
time you’ll see more distinct 
looking terrace ahead. Follow 
this as it eventually bends 
R around mountain. As 
approach gully leading up 
to col, scramble up rocks 
immediately to gully’s R. Drop 
down into gully near top, then 
cross step stile at col.

3 1¼ miles/1.9km 
Locate track R, winding up 

L side of mountain, initially 
avoiding steepest rocks. 
Path gives up after a bit. 
Take easiest looking route 
up rocks (there are several 
options, all of them tricky) to 
false summit. Then scramble 
down, and up to the true 
summit of Tryfan.

4 1½ miles/2.3km 
Retrace steps over false 

peak, then keep R on descent 
until locate path down to col. 
Continue to R of Far South 
Peak (there’s more clambering 
here). This eventually meets 
another path and, as it 
approaches stone wall with 
two step stiles, take path R, 
leading downhill. Path 
descends to Llyn Bochlwyd. 

5 2¼ miles/3.5km 
Just past lake, turn L to 

cross stream, then boulder 
hop to path running alongside 
lake. When approaching end 
of lake, take path diagonally R 

uphill. Ignore paths leading L, 
and continue straight ahead 
for steep, prolonged descent 
to Llyn Idwal. At lake, turn R 
along path and, at far side, 
turn R just before footbridge 
and follow track down to car 
park at Ogwen Centre. 

6 3½ miles/5.6km 
Turn R along road, then 

turn L at main road until 
footpath sign R. Follow initially 
by river, clambering over large 
boulders. Path is waymarked 
and stays close to lake edge. 
At end of lake, cross stile, then 

continue to cross another stile, 
after which path heads over 
footbridge and up bank above 
farmhouse. Follow waymarkers 
aiming for step stile in wall. 
Cross this and turn R. Follow 
path down to track, then turn 
L and follow track to road. 

CONWY 
TRYFAN (VIA HEATHER TERRACE)

■OS Explorer map 330 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop ■OS Explorer map OL17 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:OS MAPS ONLINE:

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:OS MAPS ONLINE:

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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