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05 06HAMPSHIRE
CHERITON TO TICHBORNE

GREATER LONDON
BEXLEYHEATH

uDistance: 8⅓ miles/13.3km uTime: 4 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 7½ miles/12km uTime: 4 hours uGrade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY…  
FIONA BARLTROP
From the charming 
village of Cheriton, 

situated in the Itchen valley, 
this walk takes you past the 
site of one of the most 
important battles of the  
Civil War, continuing to  
the striking National Trust 
property of Hinton Ampner. 
This was the Neo-Georgian 
style home of Ralph Dutton,  
the 8th Lord Sherborne,  
a collector and connoisseur  
of fine arts, who painstakingly 
rebuilt it following a 
devastating fire in 1960. 
Thereafter the walk heads 
north over downland  
to Tichborne, another 
attractive village, returning 
along the Itchen Valley. 

1 Start  
From war memorial walk 

along village lane with green 
on L, crossing bridge over River 
Itchen. Take next R across 
another bridge turning R to 
end of road. Take L of two 
footpaths, Wayfarer’s Walk 
(WW), up narrow enclosed 
path, keeping ahead when  
path reaches open. After a R 
then L bend, maintain direction 
at first path intersection.

2 ⅞ mile/1.4km 
Turn R at second 

intersection (or L for shorter 
option) and follow path down 
to join access road leading to 
A272. Look out for information 
panel about Cheriton 
battlefield site on R side of 
road on the way. Cross A272 

CHOSEN BY…  
PHOEBE TAPLIN
A Georgian villa,  
a Tudor palace and 

the Arts and Crafts home of 
William Morris. Don’t be put 
off by the noisier sections of 
this route, which meanders 
through the suburbs to find 
hidden treasures. Traffic-
ridden streets throw leafy 
parks and formal gardens into 
sharp relief. It’s an all-weather 
walk with chances to shorten.

1 Start 
Turn L out of Station Rd onto 

Avenue Rd and keep straight. 
Turn L onto Crook Log and R 
into Upton Road. Turn third R 
into Red House Lane, passing 
former home of writer and 
designer William Morris.

2 ¾ mile/1.2km  
Continue on lane and turn 

2nd R into Bean Rd. Cross main 
road and go through gate into 
park. Keep straight along 
tarmac path to 18th-century 
Danson House. Just before 
fence around house, turn R  
and cross drive to explore  
Old English Garden. Walk  
back past Danson House and 
turn R to continue on path.

3 1¾ miles/3km 
Pass Rock Garden, over 

bridge and turn L through gate. 
Follow path with stream/lake 
on L. Near end of lake, fork R to 
exit through gate onto Danson 
Rd. Turn L, R over crossing into 
Sandhurst Rd. At junction, turn 
R up Brook lane, cross A2 via 
underpass and keep going.➥ ➥

4 2½ miles/4km 
Cross Blendon Rd and 

continue along Beechway. 
Cross Sanctuary into Avenue 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Roadside 
parking on village lane by 
green just beyond war 
memorial, situated at 
junction with B3046, 
SO24 0PZ, grid ref 
SU583284
Is it for me? Field paths 
and tracks over undulating 
terrain and along river 
valley, quiet country lane.  
Shorter option: 6¼ 
miles/10km. Advance 
booking advised for 
Hinton Ampner (house & 
garden): nationaltrust.org.
uk/hinton-ampner. 
Stiles 2

PLANNING 
Nearest town  
New Alresford
Refreshments Flower Pots 
Inn, Cheriton, Hinton Arms, 
Tichborne Arms, Tichborne
Public toilets None
Public transport Bus 67, 
Winchester-Petersfield
Maps OS Explorer OL32; 
Landranger 185

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Bexleyheath 
Station (car park), DA7 
4AA, grid ref TQ483759
Is it for me? Several  
road crossings and 
sections of roadside 
walking. But, mostly 
tarmac or mud paths. 
Couple of short climbs
Stiles None

PLANNING 
Nearest town London
Refreshments En route
Public toilets near Danson 
House and Hall Place
Public transport Trains 
from Victoria and Charing 
Cross to Bexleyheath and 
Barnehurst stations. Many 
options, inc buses near 
Hall Place
Maps OS Explorer 162; 
Landranger 177

PLAN YOUR WALK

Walking along the 
Shuttle Riverway. 

A quiet, green lane  
south of Cheriton.
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and keep straight. Turn R a few 
steps up Blandindon Drive and 
L down Crofton Av. Cross 
bridge and turn L onto path 
beside water. Cross road and 
continue along waymarked 
Shuttle Riverway through 
Bexley Woods. Turn L on 
Parkhill and R into Riverdale, 
soon rejoining stream. Cross 
Shuttlemead, turn R over 
bridge and L into Lover’s Lane.

5 4 miles/6.5km 
At corner near No. 31, cross 

lane and keep straight into 
path. At junction, turn L onto 
fenced path. Cross bridge and 
keep L. Cross footbridge over 
A2. On far side, turn L on 
Rochester Drive (ignore sign). 
Turn R up Midhurst Hill and R 
again, after house 42, into The 
Warren. Follow yellow/green 

waymarks up wooded path and 
across clearing at top.

6 4¾ miles/7.7km 
Turn R along Broomfield 

Rd. Cross Gravel Hill and take 
path diagonally R up far bank. 
Continue along top of grassy 
ridge. Head R down avenue  
of copper beeches and out 
through gate. Cross Bourne  
Rd into car park. Turn L at 
steakhouse and R through 
gateway. Follow signs to 
explore Hall Place gardens.

7 5½ miles/9km 
Exit and continue through 

car park. Turn R beside wall.  
At signpost, turn L on Cray 
Riverway and keep straight 
with water R. Follow path L 
around playing fields and R on 
Bourne Rd. Cross London Rd 

into Shenstone Park and climb. 
Head L towards far L corner 
and follow path through trees.

8 6½ miles/10.5km 
Turn L onto Old Rd. Just 

pas gas holder, turn R on path 
between bungalows 5 and 7. 
Keep straight into Martens 
Grove and follow path on L 
hand edge of wood. Reaching 
clearing, follow tarmac path R. 
Turn L along Stephen Road. 
Cross into Barnehurst Road 
and straight on to station.  

with care and continue up  
lane to Hinton Ampner. At fork 
where road bends L keep 
ahead to All Saints Church  
on R. Drive leads to Hinton 
Ampner House, but WW 
continues to L opposite church. 
Go through gate bearing R 
down enclosed path. 

3 2 miles/3km 
At path intersection turn  

R – good views R of Hinton 
Ampner house from path – to 
lane. Turn R to A272, cross and 
R to footpath on L opposite 
pub. Follow it to B3046, R and 
almost immediately R again 
along drive/restricted byway. 
Maintain direction crossing 
lane, another track merging 
from R (shorter option).

4 3½ miles/6.7km 
At next junction L down 

WW to B3046. R for about 
80m, cross road to gap in 
hedge and follow Itchen Way 
north-west across field, 
continuing across next field.  
Go through gap in trees and 
carry on along L edge of field 
to Tichborne House drive. Keep 
ahead and when drive bends  
L continue along track. Ignore 
gate into woodland L and keep 
along grassy track into next 
field. Continue along L edge  
of field beside woodland on  
L (permissive path). Turn L  
at track past Vernal Farm,  
cross bridge over Itchen  
and then cross lane. Follow 
footpath uphill to top, through 
L corner of field and L at path 

intersection down waymarked 
Allan King Way (L edge of 
field). Just before road at 
bottom turn R up path to 
church, notable for having  
a Catholic chapel within an 
Anglican church. (History of 
Tichborne booklet, which may 
be available in church, is worth 
reading for stories of Tichborne 
Dole and Tichborne Claimant).

5 6½ miles/10.4km 
From church follow access 

road down to lane and turn R 
(or L for pub). Continue for just 
under a mile to Cheriton Mill.

6 7½ miles/12km  
R along drive continuing 

along WW through fields. L at 
lane and just before B3046 R 
along path to Cheriton’s 12th- 
century church . Follow path 
from back down to B3046, 
village green opposite.  
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uOS Explorer map 162 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL32 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH


