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01 02DEVON/DORSET
THE UNDERCLIFFS

SOMERSET
PRIDDY

uDistance: 7¼ miles/11.6km uTime: 3½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 6½ miles/11km  uTime: 3-3½ hours uGrade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY…  
PHILIP THOMAS 
A tropical rainforest 
on the south coast of 

England? Not quite, but with a 
warm and humid microclimate 
nurturing a carpet of ferns and 
orchids beneath a leafy 
canopy, you’d be forgiven  
for thinking the Undercliffs 
between Axmouth and Lyme 
Regis are somewhere more 
exotic. This sheltered sun-trap 
and wooded wilderness by the 
sea is also one of Britain’s 
most geomorpologically active 
coastlines – a band of folds 
and troughs forever being 
shaped and reshaped by 
landslips. The cliffs are so 
unstable in places, the South 
West Coast Path has recently 
been re-routed over ‘Goat 

Island’, opening up a new path 
over this previously untrodden 
pocket of grassland, elevated 
above the canopy. Following 
the trail as it delves into the 
Undercliff, you’ll need a sense 
of adventure (this is the 
Jurassic Coast after all).  
Traces of an agricultural past 
survive in the shade, reclaimed 
by nature in what is now  
a national reserve. Crossing 
from Devon into Dorset, you 
emerge from this primordial 
promenade at the seaside 
resort of Lyme Regis, where 
you can round off a walk in  
the jungle with fish and  
chips on the seafront.

1 Start  
From the car park walk past 

tram station and supermarket, 

CHOSEN BY…
DAVE HAMILTON
High in the Mendip
Hills, Priddy is

perhaps one of the most
remote villages in Somerset.
The area has a stark beauty
reminiscent of Dartmoor or the
Yorkshire moors. An important
site for lead mining, you can
still see much of the old
workings as earthworks
scarring the landscape.
The wetlands created by the
mining are now an important
home to wildlife and during
the summer, dragonflies can
be seen darting across the
water above newts and toads.

1 Start
From entrance to Stockhill

woods carpark turn R and path

L begins over the road. Follow
this path (Monarch’s Way) SW
towards lake. At lake turn R,
heading NE on the Mendip pub
trail, along the field boundary.
The path is uneven and gets
waterlogged after wet weather.
Once up the hill, go through
a gate on the left to explore
the Nine Barrows.

2 1¼ miles/2km
Return through gate to

the Ashen hill barrows to the
north. For a glimpse of the
Priddy Circles, three ancient
earthworks or henges, head to
NE corner of field, cross road
and look into farmer’s field.
Return back to Ashen Hill field
and head W, to gate behind
black water trough, near a
telegraph pole and join drovers’➥ ➥

turning L onto Harbour Road, 
continuing across the bridge 
over the river. As the road 
bends towards Axmouth, turn 

track heading S. After
approximately ½ mile take
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ROUTE 
Start/parking Harbour 
Road Car Park, Seaton, 
EX12 2WD, grid ref 
SY246902. Long stay also 
available in Lyme Regis 
Is it for me? Follows 
well-marked SWCP along 
clifftop paths and through 
rough, muddy, undulating 
coastal woodland.
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest towns  
Seaton & Lyme Regis
Refreshments  
None on route, various  
in Seaton & Lyme Regis
Public toilets  
Seaton & Lyme Regis 
Public transport X52 or 9A 
(www.jurassiccoast.org/
discover/travel-information)
Maps OS Explorer 116; 
Landranger 193

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Stockhill
Wood Forestry
Commission car park,
¾ mile north of Hunter’s
Lodge pub on crossroads
with Wells and Bristol
Road, grid ref ST551513
Is it for me? A steep climb
with stunning views and
rich history. Path can be
waterlogged and muddy.
Stiles 2

PLANNING 
Nearest town Wells
Refreshments
Queen Victoria, Priddy
(Tel: 01749 676385)
Public toilets None
Public transport 683
Somerbus of Paulton, one
bus a day each direction.
Return bus is only feasible
from Keynsham direction.
Maps OS Explorer 102;
Landranger 203

PLAN YOUR WALKThe Bronze Age
Priddy Nine Barrows.

Pockets of chalk grassland 
cling on in the Undercliff.   S
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footpath on R towards Nine 
Barrows lane.

33¼ miles/5.2km 
L onto Nine Barrows lane. 

As you arrive in village, take 
footpath on L to the church. 
The Church retains many of  
its original features, including  
a medieval altar and Norman 
font. Come out of churchyard 
by School and turn R onto the 
school drive, then left through 
village to the pub. (To give  
the pub a miss turn L at end 
Churchyard-then as step 4)

4 4 miles/6.5km 
From the pub retrace your 

steps back towards school, 
walk between school and 
building to follow path across 

field. At end of field turn R  
to briefly join East Water Lane, 
before continuing on footpath 
through gate on left. Exit 
footpath L to walk across 
roadside verge for 200m  
then L onto footpath at 
Underbarrow Farm. You will 
pass the Belfry, a cavers club 
complete with giant plastic bat 

above the door; footpath 
continues to the R after  
this building. 

5 5¾ miles/9.2km 
Continue past the 

earthworks of St Cuthbert’s 
Mineries. One of the largest 
cave systems in the Mendips,  
St Cuthbert’s Swallet, lies 
beneath the surface here.  
Once at lake retrace steps  
back to the car park.  

R up a lane to Axe Cliff Golf 
Course and pick up the route of 
the South West Coast Path 
(SWCP). Cross the Golf Course 
to a farm track ‘Barn Close 
Lane’ and soon (after 350m) 
turn R at the sign for the SWCP 
(estimating 3-4 hrs to Lyme 
Regis) towards clifftop.

2  1½ miles/2.4km 
SWCP swings L above the 

above the mangle of trees and 
rock below, but rather than 
dropping down below Bindon 
Cliffs, it now dips into the void 
separating ‘Goat Island’ from 
the main cliff, and climbs back 
out again on a new route over 
the top. From here you can 
peer down into the jungle 
below, and enjoy your clearest 
view over the waters of Lyme 
Bay towards Portland. After 
crossing this ‘island’ of chalk 
grassland, the SWCP dips down 

again into the trees to re-join 
its original course through 	
the undercliff. 

3 2½ miles/4km 
In places, the Undercliff is  

a maze of rock cavities, where 
the cliffs have splintered, and 
somehow a trail has been 
forged through the chalk  
and trees. Somewhere hiding  
in the undercliff there’s a stone 
sheep dip to uncover, looking 
like the remains of a lost 
civilisation. Further on, you’ll 
encounter the ruin of cottage 
and later the chimney of a 
pumping station on the edge 
of the Rousden Estate. For your 
own safety (and so as not to 
disturb the wildlife that lives 
here), don’t be tempted to 
stray far from the SWCP on the 
many faint but misleading 
paths that disappear 		
into the trees.

4 6¼ miles/10km 
Eventually emerging from 

the trees by Underhill Farm, 
where soon after you’ll cross 
the Devon/Dorset border, the 
SWCP swings R atop the cliff 
towards Lyme Regis Harbour. 
After taking the steep steps 
down to the harbour, make 
time to see the Cobb (of The 
French Lieutenant’s Woman 
fame) and turn L to follow 
SWCP along the promenade 
(Marine Parade). From Cobb 
Gate you can catch a bus  
back to Seaton.  
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uOS Explorer map 102 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 116 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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Ashen Hill 
Barrows and 
Priddy Nine 

Barrows, beautiful 
rows of Bronze Age 
barrows high on  
the Mendip Hills. 

DON’T MISS...
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GET THIS WALK  
ON YOUR PHONE: 

lfto.com/cwroutes
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