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CHOSEN BY…  
NIGEL VILE
This walk enables 
Britain’s best-known 

ancient monument to be 
viewed from a distance, within 
its natural setting, far away 
from the hustle and bustle of 
the tourist traffic. Salisbury 
Plain is, after all, a landscape 
of open vistas and expansive 
views, something that cannot 
be appreciated from within the 
narrow confines of the stones 
themselves. Along the way 
lie a number of important 
archaeological sites, including 
Durrington Walls, Woodhenge, 
the Cuckoo Stone, the Old 
King Barrows, the Avenue and 
the Cursus – a linear enclosure 
that early antiquarians 
believed was a venue for 

Roman chariot races. It’s truly 
a walk through the pages of 
ancient history.

1 Start 
Walk along the road, passing 

the entrance to Woodhenge 
on the L, before passing a 
gate into the Cuckoo Stone 
enclosure. Walk across this 
field to a gate in its far R 
corner. Bear L and drop down 
to a track, the course of an 
old army railway line, and 
follow this track to the L. In 
0.75km, and 100m before an 
electricity pylon, pass through 
a gap on the R to join a track. 
Follow this track – signposted 
to the ‘Old King Barrows and 
Stonehenge’ – for 1.2km, 
before keeping on the track 
as it bears R.

CHOSEN BY…  
FIONA BARLTROP
Situated in the 
beautiful Arun Valley, 

the RSPB Pulborough Brooks 
Nature Reserve is well worth a 
visit with a wide variety of 
birds, as well as other wildlife, 
to be seen in each season. 
There are two trails at the 
reserve, the 2-mile Wetland 
one, which takes in a number 
of hides as well as viewpoints, 
and the 1½-mile Heathland 
Trail. Do allow time at least 
for the first, and bring your 
binoculars! The reserve is ideal 
for families, with a children’s 
play area, too, plus activities 
and events through the 
year. The walk starts from 
Pulborough a couple of miles 
to the north and follows the 

waymarked WildArt Trail from 
the station across the Arun 
Valley to the reserve, the 
South Downs forming a 
beautiful backdrop in the 
distance. Not far from the 
visitor centre you’ll pass 
the lovely old church at 
Wiggonholt. Footpaths along 
the east side of Pulborough 
Brooks are followed for the 
return. If coming by car, the 
section to/from the station can 
be omitted by starting from 
the village car park, shortening 
the distance by 1½ miles. 

1 Start  
Exit station car park through 

gap in fence by cycle parking 
area and turn L on pavement 
beside road past industrial 
estate. Continue along enclosed ➥ ➥
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ROUTE
Start/parking Woodhenge 
car park, grid ref 
SU151433, nearest 
postcode SP4 7AR 
Is it for me? An easy, 
gently undulating walk on 
bridle tracks and over the 
open access ground of 
Salisbury Plain
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Amesbury
Refreshments A few 
minutes’ drive from the 
start is Durrington’s 
Stonehenge Inn, with an 
exact replica of the 
ancient stones in its 
garden (01722 433186). 
More choice in Durrington 
and Amesbury 
Public toilets None
Public transport Bus X5 
Salisbury-Swindon stops 
close to the start on 
the A345 Mon-Sat 
(salisburyreds.co.uk) 
Maps OS Explorer 130; 
Landranger 184

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Pulborough 
station, grid ref TQ043186, 
postcode RH20 1AH or 
Lower Street car park, grid 
ref TQ053185, postcode 
RH20 2BQ. Or parking at 
RSPB Pulborough Brooks 
Is it for me? Gentle walk. 
Parts of the Brooks can 
flood. Shorter loop from 
car park: 3¾ miles/6km 
Stiles 3

PLANNING
Nearest towns Billingshurst 
and Storrington
Refreshments White 
Horse Inn (01798 872189), 
Oddfellows Arms (01798 
875282), both Pulborough. 
RSPB café (01798 875851) 
Public toilets Pulborough 
station; RSPB visitor centre
Public transport Trains 
from London Victoria.
Compass Bus 100 Burgess 
Hill to Horsham. Also 
request stop at RSPB 
Maps OS Explorer OL10; 
Landranger 197

PLAN YOUR WALKAlong the WildArt Trail beside the 
Arun between points 2 and 3.

Stonehenge from  
The Avenue.

Distance: 6 miles/9.6km Time: 3 hours Grade: Easy Distance: 5¼ miles/8.5km Time: 3 hours Grade: Easy
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path to road and turn R to 
A29, church on R. Cross and 
continue along road opposite 
to fingerpost. Fork R down 
surfaced path to main road/
A283 and turn L for ¼ mile.

2 ¾ mile/1.3km 
Turn R down Barn House 

Lane to its end. (If starting at 
village car park, from entrance 
walk along R-hand side of it to 
far corner where steps lead 
down to lane, and turn L.) 
Continue ahead through gate 
across meadow, bearing left at 
waymark to junction with 
another path. Keep ahead 
across footbridge, continuing 
beside Arun on R, then bear L 
at fingerpost along grassy track 
to go through a kissing gate 
beside a field gate. Follow track 
uphill passing gates either side, 
which provide access to the 
RSPB’s Wetland trail (entry fee 
payable at Visitor Centre for 
non-RSPB members). Keep 
ahead across field to another 
gate and continue along 
footpath to 12th-century 
Wiggonholt Church on L. 

3 2¼ miles/3.6km 
Turn R at WildArt Trail 

waymark just after church 
down broad grassy path 
between fields and continue 
along path to RSPB visitor 
centre. Retrace steps to church. 
Cross stile at top (church down 
fenced path to L), cross drive to 
Old Rectory and follow footpath 
ahead. Continue to track and 
bear R to junction with another 

track. Turn L down a few steps 
to follow enclosed footpath to 
kissing gate. Keep ahead past 
Banks Cottage on R, good 
views of Brooks on L. 

4 3¾ miles/6km 
Further on cross footbridge 

and bear R on waterside path, 
soon bearing L along R-hand 
side of field to gate and stile. 
Cross stile and follow enclosed 
path, joining drive leading to 
main road. Turn L and after ½ 
mile fork R up Rectory Lane (or 

for village car park continue to 
Brooks Way on L). Keep ahead 
and just after private drive fork 
L continue on track/bridleway 
on L, parallel to lane, rejoining 
route back to station.  

2 1¾ miles/2.8km 
In 75m, turn L at a junction 

with another ‘King Barrows’ 
sign. Follow this track, it bears 
L along the way, to reach an 
information board about 
‘The Avenue’ and a handgate 
on the R in 320m. Pass through 
this gateway and walk across 
the field ahead, dropping 
downhill to reach a handgate 
in a fence in 0.5km. Beyond 
this gate, walk ahead to 
another information board 
before bearing L to walk 
uphill towards Stonehenge. On 
reaching a fence in front of this 
monument, turn R and follow 
the line of fences that wind 
their way to a gate and track in 

250m. Follow this track to the 
R for 0.6km to a point where 
the track has started to drop 
downhill and there are hand- 
gates either side of the track 
and a Cursus information 
board. Continue down this 
track for 75 m to another pair 
of gates. 

3 3½ miles/5.6km 
Pass through the handgate 

on R and walk across to the far 
L corner of field ahead – this is 
the course of the Cursus. Pass 
through a gate, cross a small 
paddock to another gate and 
follow the left edge of the next 
field for 0.8km to a gate and 
track that leads to a crossroads. 

Follow the enclosed path 
opposite for 0.8km to a gap 
on the L by an MoD sign. Turn 
L up to a handgate and enter 
an enclosure that was passed 
earlier in the walk. Walk 
diagonally across the middle 
of this field to a gate and 
the road by the Woodhenge 
monument, before turning R 
back to the parking area.  

04 03WEST SUSSEX
PULBOROUGH

WILTSHIRE
STONEHENGE

SO
U
T
H

 E
A

ST

SO
U
T
H

 W
E
ST

©
C

R
O

W
N

 C
O

P
Y

R
IG

H
T

 2
0

22
 O

R
D

N
A

N
C

E
 S

U
R

V
E

Y.
 M

E
D

IA
 0

0
4

/2
2

©
C

R
O

W
N

 C
O

P
Y

R
IG

H
T

 2
0

22
 O

R
D

N
A

N
C

E
 S

U
R

V
E

Y.
 M

E
D

IA
 0

0
4

/2
2

1

2
3

START1

2

3

4

START

APRIL 2022APRIL 2022

VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OS Explorer map OL10 Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop OS Explorer map 130 Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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