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03 04somerset
solsbury hill

west sussex
ardingly to balcombe

uDistance: 3 miles/4.8km uTime: 2 hours uGrade: Easy uDistance: 7½ miles/12km uTime: 4 hours uGrade: Moderateso
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chosen by…  
nigel vile
Solsbury Hill, 
immortalised in  

Peter Gabriel’s song of the 
same name, is the perfect  
spot to walk in mid-summer. 
The hilltop is awash with wild 
flowers, whilst from high 
above in skies full of cumulus 
clouds comes the sound of  
the skylark. That song, 
incidentally, did suggest that 
an eagle flew out of the night 
on this hilltop... maybe a touch 
of poetic licence. Below lies 
Chilcombe Bottom, site  
of a reservoir in a former life 
but now a wetland nature 
reserve. Yellow flag and marsh 
marigold abound around the 
water’s edge, whilst the signs 
warning of adders enjoying 

seasonal sunshine should  
be heeded. And the views? 
Bath lies west, St Catherine’s 
Valley to the north, the Wessex 
Downs to the east and 
Salisbury Plain to the south.

1Start 
Walk up Seven Acres Lane 

and, at the top of a climb, keep 
on the road as it bears R to 
soon pass Chris Rich Farm 
Shop. Beyond this shop, keep 
on the lane as it bears L and 
continue for 0.8km to a drive 
on the R leading to Chilcombe 
House. Ahead is a small stone 
building – climb the steps  
to the R of this building into 
Chilcombe Bottom Reserve 
and follow the path to the  
R of the former reservoir and 
onto a gate by a property. 

chosen by…  
fiona barltrop
Regular travellers  
on the London to 

Brighton railway line will know 
that the best views on the 
journey are those between  
the stations of Balcombe and 
Haywards Heath, when the 
train crosses the Balcombe 
Viaduct. The viaduct itself is 
just as impressive a sight –  
but to view it properly the  
best way is on foot, as you’ll 
do on this walk which takes 
you underneath the arches. 
Ardingly Reservoir, where  
the route starts, is a popular 
venue for sailing and other 
watersports as well as angling 
and bird watching. The last leg 
of the walk is a very pleasant 
stretch along its eastern 

shoreline. If preferred, the 
route can be just as easily 
started from Balcombe  
railway station near point 5. 

1 Start  
Near entrance to car park 

follow path up grass to 
boat-park area, where Ardingly 
Activity Centre is based. Access 
road bears L up to disabled car 
park. Follow path up on its R – 
over to your R you’ll see a 
signpost; the direction to head 
is L, i.e. south following High 
Weald Landscape Trail. 

2 ⅓ mile/0.6km 
After crossing a second 

footbridge bear R along Sussex 
Ouse Valley Way (SOVW). 
Before long you’ll spot first of 
Balcombe Viaduct’s arches ➥ ➥

21 mile/1.6km 
Turn R and follow what 

soon becomes an enclosed 
track through the valley to  
a gate. Continue along an 

P
h

o
t
o

: n
ig

e
l
 v

il
e

P
h

o
t
o

: f
io

n
a

 b
a

r
lt

r
o

p

route
start/parking on the 
roadside in Northend by 
its junction with seven 
Acres Lane, BA1 7He,  
grid ref st779683
is it for me? well-defined 
paths and quiet lanes; one 
ascent onto solsbury Hill
stiles 2

planning 
nearest town Bath
refreshments None on 
the walk but the George  
& Dragon in nearby 
Batheaston offers 
value-for-money 
traditional pub food
Public toilets Batheaston
Public transport  
regular buses from Bath 
to nearby Batheaston
maps os explorer 154; 
Landranger 172

plan your walk

route
start/parking Car park  
s of Ardingly reservoir, 
rH17 6sQ, grid ref 
tQ335288. Alternatively 
Balcombe railway station, 
which also has car park
is it for me? Fairly gentle 
walking through fields and 
woodland and on reservoir 
shoreline, short stretches 
on lanes/village roads
stiles 7

planning 
nearest town  
Haywards Heath 
refreshments Ardingly 
Activity Centre café 
(01444 892549); 
Balcombe tea rooms 
(01444 811777) and Half 
moon Inn, Balcombe 
(01444 811582)
Public toilets At start
Public transport station  
at Balcombe (London- 
Brighton line); Bus 62 
Crawley-Haywards Heath
maps os explorer 135; 
Landranger 198

plan your walk

balcombe’s ouse 
Valley viaduct.

“climbing up on  
solsbury hill, i could see...”
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ahead. At road turn R along 
verge and soon L along 
footpath across a field which 
takes you underneath the 
arches.

3 1 mile/1.75km 
The splendid Grade II  

listed Balcombe Ouse Valley 
Viaduct, completed in 1842,  
is 1480ft/450m long and 
96ft/29m high and comprises 
37 arches with pierced piers.  
11 million bricks are said to have 
been used in its construction. 
Though the Ouse today is just a 
stream where it flows beneath 
the viaduct, it was a navigable 
waterway in the 19th century. 
Continue along SOVW past 
Ryelands and Great Bentley 
Farms, joining access road from 
latter which leads to B2036. 

4 2¼ miles/3.5km 
At road cross diagonally L 

to turn R along Cherry Lane, 
heading north. Cross Ouse 
again and take footpath on L 
continuing north, crossing lane 
again. Path climbs through 
open fields, then continues on 
R of hedge into and down 
through woodland (go straight 
over crossing track) to B2036 
again. Go L then R along access 
road to last house, through 
small gate and along path to 
railway line, crossed via bridge. 
Continue to Balcombe 
maintaining direction at road 
junction soon joining a paved 
path which runs beside 
Recreation Ground. Bear L at 
road then R. If starting from 

Balcombe station ascend steps 
on E side to B2036, turn briefly 
L, cross road and walk up 
paved path to residential road, 
turning R to join main route  
at above mentioned road 
junction. 

5 4⅓ miles/7km  
Cross Haywards Heath 

Road and bear L to pass pub 
and village shop. Soon bear R 
following along access road/
footpath which leads down to 
cricket ground. Cross this as 
footpath sign indicates. Fork R 
at next junction, L along road, 
soon R along bridleway and  
L at junction to rejoin road 
turning R past Mill. 

6 5⅓ miles/8.5km 
Take bridleway on R that 

leads along eastern shore of 
Ardingly Reservoir. This is route 
of Kingfisher Trail – info panels 
and numbered posts along the 
way. Cross east arm of reservoir 
by roadside path, then turn R 
to continue along shoreline 
path back to car park.  enclosed track to reach a 

derelict barn on the L. Pass 
through a gateway immediately 
past this barn and head across 
the field ahead, climbing uphill 
and following the line of an 
electricity power line, to reach 
a stile at the top of the climb. 
Beyond this stile, turn L and 
follow the L edge of a field 
along to a gate at the far end 

of the field. Continue along  
a section of enclosed path to 
the next gate before climbing 
uphill onto the common land of 
Solsbury Hill. Keep ahead onto 
the hilltop, turn R and walk 
around to the trig point with  
its commanding view. 

32 miles/3.2km 
Continue walking around 

the edge of the hilltop, passing 
a farm below on the R, and 
continue around to the 
north-eastern corner of the 
hilltop. Towards the corner of 
the hilltop, look out for a 
property below on the R by a 
telegraph pole. At this point, 
drop downhill on a rough path 
to reach a track by the house. 

Turn L and, past the property, 
pass through a handgate on 
the R and drop downhill in the 
field ahead to a gate in its far 
corner. Walk down the L edges 
of the next two fields to reach 
a market garden. Walk down 
the L edge of the market 
garden to reach a gate and 
Seven Acres Lane, before 
dropping downhill back to the 
‘main’ road in Northend.  

04 03west sussex
ardingly to balcombe

somerset
solsbury hill

uOS Explorer map 135 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 154 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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the Barn,  
a farm shop, 
cafe and  

a whole lot more  
at Bathford  
www.thebarnba1.uk

don’t miss...
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ViEW thE Walk on 
os maPs onlinE:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
In assocIatIon wIth

ViEW thE Walk on 
os maPs onlinE:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
In assocIatIon wIth


