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19 20NORTHUMBERLAND
HARBOTTLE & THE DRAKE STONE

MONMOUTHSHIRE
SKENFRITH & EDMUND’S TUMP

uDistance: 4½ miles/7km uTime: 2-3 hours uGrade: Easy uDistance: 8½ miles/13.8km uTime: 6 hours uGrade: ModerateN
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CHOSEN BY…  
GEOFF HOLLAND
The Drake Stone is a 
30-foot-tall boulder 

perched high on a sandstone 
ridge overlooking the 
Coquetdale settlement of 
Harbottle. Local folklore 
suggests that the stone has 
the power to heal children and 
the surrounding area is soaked 
in history. On this walk, as well 
as visiting the Drake Stone, 
you will pass close to 
Harbottle Lake, enjoy far 
reaching views towards the 
Cheviot heartland, visit Low 
Alwinton with its Norman 
church and early 19th century 
lime kilns, before eventually 
making your way back through 
Harbottle where the ruins of 
medieval Harbottle Castle 

dominate the western end of 
the village. Your reward for 
these efforts lies at the 
welcoming Star Inn, recently 
renovated and proudly 
boasting its own pizzeria.

1 Start 
Leave car park by following 

track uphill signed ‘Drake 
Stone’. After approx 100 
metres go through gate.  
Turn R and follow path over 
moorland eventually passing 
through gate. Keep with 
narrow path uphill with Drake 
Stone diagonally L ahead. 

2 ¾ mile/1km 
When path splits take L 

spur through heather and wild 
bilberry to reach Drake Stone. 
After enjoying extensive view 

CHOSEN BY…  
ROGER BUTLER
The River Monnow 
wriggles along the 

Welsh border and, travelling 
west from Ross-on-Wye, the 
impressive castle ruins at 
Skenfrith form a gateway into 
the principality. Rolling hills 
rise in every direction and a 
network of footpaths passes 
through a patchwork of woods 
and meadows. This circular 
walk climbs above the river, 
explores hidden valleys and 
tops out on the broad grassy 
summit known as Edmund’s 
Tump. The right of way 
bypasses the trig point by 
a hundred metres or so but 
there is no objection to 
crossing the pasture – and 
the panoramic views over the 

undulating Marches stretch all 
the way back to the Malvern 
Hills. The Bell at Skenfrith is 
a former 17th century coaching 
inn nestled by the bridge over 
the river, and it makes a fine 
base for the walk. There’s a 
‘Dog and Boot Bar’ for hikers 
and ramblers, and a number 
of mapped walking routes are 
available for purchase. 

1 Start  
Walk through Skenfrith 

village, with castle on R. Go L 
by village hall and continue to 
sharp L bend. Take path on R 
by cottage, go through small 
gate and walk uphill through 
old holloway. Keep hedge on L, 
go through two farm gates and 
walk uphill to rough track by 
trees. Veer L after gate to stile ➥ ➥

from this rocky promontory 
retrace steps to path junction. 
Turn L and follow path uphill 
eventually aiming for R side of 
Harbottle Lake. Cross stile and 
keep with path along edge of 
lake to reach facing fence.

by edge of wood and follow 
path down through trees to 
stile. Cross field to next stile 
(with bench and fine views to 
Garway Hill). Continue ahead 
to stile in corner, go over next 
field, pass through copse 
and continue via two stiles 
to grass track. 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Forestry 
Commission West Wood 
car park, Harbottle,  
grid ref NT926048 
Is it for me? There is a 
mixture of footpaths and 
tracks, a few steep inclines 
and two short, quiet road 
sections. Navigation is 
straightforward
Stiles 1

PLANNING
Nearest town Rothbury
Refreshments The Star 
Inn, Harbottle (01669 
650221); Rose & Thistle, 
Alwinton (01669 650226) 
Public toilets Alwinton 
Public transport None 
Maps OS Explorer OL16; 
Landranger 80

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Skenfrith 
Castle, plenty of parking, 
grid ref SO457203,  
NP7 8UH 
Is it for me? Field paths, 
tracks & quiet lanes. Tricky 
route finding in places
Stiles 30

PLANNING
Nearest towns Ross-on-
Wye & Monmouth
Refreshments The Bell at 
Skenfrith (01600 750235; 
thebellatskenfrith.co.uk) 
Public toilets None
Public transport None 
Maps OS Explorer 189 & 
OL14; Landranger 161

PLAN YOUR WALKThe route gifts far 
reaching views.

Lush pastures above the River 
Monnow with Garway Hill. 
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2 1¾ miles/2.7km  
Go L at farmyard and walk 

to lane. Go straight over and 
take gate on R. Trend R over 
field to stile and follow grass 
track to farm. Go through gate 
and R on stone steps to lane. 
Turn L and after steep dip take 
track on R. Continue to end of 
tall fence and continue into 
wood to stile on L. Walk uphill 
to cross stile on R and turn 
uphill to gate by farmhouse. 
Take tarmac track to next lane.

3 3½ miles/5.5km  
Turn R and take stile on L, 

just before buildings. Cross next 
stile into conifers. Walk through 
plantation to stile, turn L and 
immediately R with fence on L. 
As fence veers L keep ahead to 
stile. Turn R towards trees and 
follow path, with stiles, on edge 
of wood. Climb slopes at stile 
to trig point, Edmund’s Tump.

4 4½ miles/7.4km  
Walk south-west to stile in 

fence by conifers; follow edge 
of trees to steeply drop to stile 
in corner. Turn R, then sharp L 
to meet path through wood. 
Continue gradually downhill to 
stile on R and walk down field 
to lane. Turn L, go R at junction 
and take stile on L after 60m. 

5 5½ miles/8.4km  
Cross another stile and go 

L to stile in hazel bushes. Walk 
down field to next stile and to 
bottom of slope with stile in 
hedge on R. Cross next field 
and go L to stile in hedge to 
metal footbridge. Go R to gate, 
go L on track and turn R, pass 
through farmyard. Follow lane 
200m. Take path on L. 

6 6 miles/9.8km  
Walk ahead with hedge on 

L and continue down to iron 

gate at end of field. Cross 
footbridge and cross two stiles 
in dense wood. Go R at field 
and head R to a pair of stiles in 
hedge. Follow edge of field to 
farm gate, join grass track and 
pass house on L. Go through 
next gate and continue on 
track to meet road. 

7 7¼ mile/11.6km  
Turn L for 700m, pass 

Methodist chapel on L, and take 
stile on L. Cross footbridge, 
cross stile at lane and turn R. 
Immediately fork L on narrow 
lane to return to Skenfrith.  

3 1 mile/1.6km 
Turn R and with fence on L 

head up towards trees. Once 
there continue into woodland 
(West Wood) and keep with 
path as it generally descends 
to opposite edge of the wood. 
Exit via small gate and turn R 
over cattle grid. Follow track 
downhill, with fine views of 
Alwinton nestling beneath 
rounded Cheviot Hills, as far 
as road. This links Harbottle 
with Alwinton. Turn L.

4 2¼ miles/3.6km 
After crossing River 

Coquet turn sharp R on the 
minor road signed ‘Park House 

Harbottle ‘. The Church of St. 
Michael & All Angels lies over 
to L and is worth a visit if time 
allows. Head past lime kiln on 
L and continue uphill passing 
Park House on R. As road ends 
go through facing gate and 
follow green track straight 
across field, go through 
another gate, and stay with 
downhill track to woodland.

5 3¼ miles/5.1km 
Follow the narrow path, 

passing an overgrown cottage 
on R, and after approximately 
300m watch out for the 
footbridge on the R over River 
Coquet. Once over the bridge, 

stick with the path and bear R 
at the large house to reach the 
road at east end of Harbottle. 
Continue along the road to find 
the Star Inn on R. Continue 
to follow the road passing 
Harbottle Castle on R, which 
is also worth a visit if time 
allows, to return to West 
Wood car park on L.  
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uOS Explorer map 189 & OL14 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL16 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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