GLOUCESTERSHIRE
ADLESTROP & DAYLESFORD

‘ .,.
Veteran oaks line the
approach to Aldestro

CHOSEN BY...

¢ ROGER BUTLER
This walk explores
Cotswold scenery
near Stow-on-the-Wold and
passes a large award-winning
organic farm complex at
Daylesford, where fresh
produce includes a fine
bakery and cheese cellar as
well as picnic food and drink.
Features of interest along the
way include the lovely village
of Adlestrop, historic parkland
at Daylesford House and an
isolated 12th-century church
which still has no electricity.
Adlestrop is associated with
a famous poem written by
Edward Thomas, who died in
action in 1917. This was based
on a railway journey in June
1914, when his train briefly

stopped at the tiny village
station. It closed in 1966 but
signs and a platform bench
can be seen. The poem, with
reference to birds and flowers,
is seen as a eulogy to our
peaceful countryside prior to
the First World War:

The steam hissed, someone
cleared his throat

No one left and no one came
On the bare platform.

What | saw

Was Aldestrop - only the name

Start

From the village hall walk
east through Lower Oddington
and continue around bend to
the A436. Turn R on pavement
then cross to the other side,
cross railway bridge and take
lane on L.
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Start/parking By village
hall/church in Lower
Oddington, GL56 OUZ,
grid ref SP228259

Is it for me? Paths/tracks
through fields and woods;
couple of quiet lanes
Stiles 4

PLANNING

Nearest towns Moreton-
in-Marsh & Chipping
Norton

Refreshments Farm shop
with café at Daylesford.
Pubs in Upper and Lower
Oddington: The Horse &
Groom (01451 830584);
The Fox (01451 870555)
Public toilets None
Public transport Nearest
station Kingham, limited
bus services to start
Maps OS Explorer OL45;
Landranger 163

1mile/1.5km

Immediately go R through
kissing gate and walk over
field, with imposing Adlestrop
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Distance: 6%; miles/10.7Zkm Time: 3 hours Grade: Moderate E 0
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X Start/parking West Street,
w Hambledon, grid ref
|7 | SU645150, postcode
PO7 4RW; considerate
) . on-street parking
CHOSEN BY... at the adjacent Bat & Ball inn, Is it for me? Clear field
PHILIP THOMAS where Hambledon’s captain, paths/tracks, some prone
In 1952, retired army Richard Nyren, was landlord. to summer overgrowth,
officer Sir Guy briefly on road
. Stiles 3
Salisbury-Jones planted what Start
is now England’s oldest From West Street, turn up PLANNING
commercial vineyard on a High m:m.,mﬂ 888_8. People’s Nearest town
chalky, south-east-facing Market village shop) into Waterlooville
hillside above the South churchyard. Take path R of Refreshments The Old
Downs village of Hambledon. | church to gate and lane. Cross Forge Tea Room and The
This sparkling walk treads his | and take path in front of RMMWWMMWM WMMNM%M:
trailblazing Hm«._‘o: m.: .3:8 to | primary school, <<m.<3m_1$n_ Ball :m_?mm round
the hallowed field giving ‘Wayfarer’s Walk Circular (02392 632692)
Hambledon its other claim to Route’. Keep straight on shady Public toilets None
fame as ‘the cradle of cricket’. | footpath ahead, over track Public transport Bus D1
The cricket ground at then through vineyard. Cross from Waterlooville to start
Broadhalfpenny Down was track/stile at far side and turn (Mon-Sat, ﬁ_a:ocm.no.cx.v
the original home ground of L, continuing on hedged-in Maps OS Explorer OL3;
’ . Landranger 196 & 185
the Hambledon Club, the path, tucking R through
foremost leather-on-willow kissing gate. Through a belt of
outfit in 1770s England. The trees further on, emerge into 1mile/1.7km
Laws of the modern game arable field and go straight on Cross road into
have roots in rules drawn up to hedge gap at far side. Hambledon Cricket Club. -
GRADIENT PROFILE
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