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17 18cumbria
wild boar fell & mallerstang

cumbria
high street

uDistance: 8½ miles/13.7km uTime: 5 hours uGrade: Challenging uDistance: 7 miles/11.6km uTime: 5 hours uGrade: Challengingn
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chosen by…  
philip thomas
Beginning in the 
curiously-named  

dale of Mallerstang at the 
fantastically dubbed 
Pendragon Castle, this walk  
slowly climbs to the enigmatic 
summit of Wild Boar Fell. The 
landscape of gritstone scars 
and bleak moors is as striking 
as the place names in this 
beguiling corner of Cumbria, 
part of the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park since 2016. After 
a long, rough-going climb to 
the strange summit cairns of 
Wild Boar Fell, this route takes 
you above the River Eden 
through the valley pastures.

1 Start  
After exploring Pendragon 

Castle, leave by main gate and 
turn L down lane over Castle 
Bridge. Follow lane uphill as it 
bends past ‘Cocklake’ and over 
cattle grid. Continue on paved 
lane as it curves L, and where it 
bends R again, leave lane L up 
signposted bridleway (R of two 
finger posts) over railway bridge.

2 ¾ mile/1.2km  
Follow bridle track towards 

drystone wall, but don’t 
continue through gate. Instead 
leave bridleway and continue 
ahead, tracing an indistinct 
path that follows RH side of 
wall across open access land. 
Keep following wall uphill as 
path swings south and starts to 
ascend long ridge of Wild Boar 
Fell. After ½ mile, the wall line 
ends before cairn-marked top 

chosen by…  
guy procter
One of Wainwright’s 
favourite walks is a 

supremely satisfying circuit  
of fells in the far-eastern Lake 
District, from lonely Mardale 
Head, over High Street and 
two of its neighbours. As  
close to ‘forgotten’ as any 
valley in the national park 
gets, Mardale is home to 
Haweswater reservoir, which  
in the 1930s subsumed the 
hamlet of Mardale Green. 
Today the car park at its  
head is a perfect launch pad 
for an ascent of High Street  
via the charismatic Rough 
Crag ridge. You’ll walk briefly 
in the footsteps of Roman 
soldiers on High Street before 
Mardale Ill Bell and Harter Fell 

make the perfect conclusion  
to a day among the exquisitely 
Lakeland-y eastern fells.

1 Start 
Leave car park via the 

Gatescarth Pass gate, then take 
the first R past corner of wall, 
signed to Riggindale. Follow 
the path alongside and above 
the lake, towards conifers  
of The Rigg. 

2¾ mile/1.2km 
 Go through the gap in wall 

then turn L up the narrow path 
that rises toward the long rib of 
the ridge leading to Rough 
Crag. The path doesn’t follow 
the crest at least at first but 
runs parallel to the left. The 
gradient lessens atop the long 
ridge over Rough Crag. ➥ ➥

of ‘Little Fell’, but continue for 
another mile climbing faint, 
grassy path south. Descend 
briefly to another wall line and 

3 2¼ miles/3.5km 
Coming to a wide hause 

called Caspel Gate, Blea Water 
looks magnificent and behind 
and beyond it you can see  
the full circuit you’re about  
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route
start/parking Limited 
parking in lay-by on 
b6259 near Pendragon 
castle, grid ref NY782026, 
nearest postcode ca17 4JT 
is it for me? a long, 
steady ascent over rough, 
exposed fell tops on faint 
paths, followed by a steep 
descent on a waymarked 
trail and muddy field paths 
through valley pastures. 
Good map reading/easy 
compass work needed.
stiles 13

planning
nearest town  
Kirkby Stephen
refreshments Nearest in 
Nateby & Kirkby Stephen
Public toilets None
Public transport None
maps OS Explorer OL19, 
Landranger 91 & 98

plan your walk

route
start/parking  
Free parking at mardale 
Head car park, grid ref 
NY469107
is it for me? clear paths, 
some stony but mostly 
good going underfoot.  
a very few scrambly but 
not exposed steps on 
rough crag
stiles None

planning
nearest town Penrith
refreshments Haweswater 
Hotel (01931 713235)
Public toilets  
None on route
Public transport None
maps OS Explorer OL5; 
Landranger 90.
Harvey Superwalker  
Lake District East

plan your walkheading over long 
stile to rough Crag.

walking along the north 
ridge of wild boar fell.
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to complete – it’s a 
mouthwatering coliseum of 
fells. Not too far now to the 
top, up Long Stile. Turn L  
on the obvious track on the 
summit ridge to High Street’s 
trig point. Beyond the summit 
turn L on a clear grey stony 
path, and the tarnlet-dotted 
summit of Mardale Ill Bell 
comes easily. Follow the  
path down to the top of  
Nan Bield Pass. 

4 4½ miles/7.2km 
At the imposing shelter, 

carry on straight up Harter  
Fell, where you’re gifted  
lovely views down to Small 
Water. A summit cairn stuck 
with old fence-post marks  
the top. Follow the path as 
turns south-east to the top  
of Gatescarth Pass.

5 6 miles/9.7km 
At the top of the pass turn 

L following the sign pointing  
to ‘Mardale Head 1 mile’,  
where your car is parked.  

follow its LH side south to  
a junction with the Pennine 
Bridleway, marked ‘High 
Dolphinisty’ on the map.

3 2¾ miles/4.4km 
Cross Pennine Bridleway 

and a climb rough, steeper 
path ahead for ½ mile along 
ridgeline to cairn on ‘The Nab.’ 
Take bearing SW (going R), 
following a rough path for  
⅓ mile to trig point/shelter  
of Wild Boar Fell (708m).

4 4 miles/6.5km 
From trig point, turn  

L (a SE bearing), following  
a rough path to the string of 
tall cairns adorning the crest  
of Wild Boar Fell, hopping over 
stile to explore them all. Head 
N from here (a L turn) along 
the crest of the fell back to  
the Nab and follow outward 
route back to point 3. Turn R 
and follow clear route of the 
Pennine Bridleway downhill. 
Pass through one gate, then  
R through the next over ford, 
swinging L on track under 
railway towards Hazelgill Farm.

5 6¼ miles/10km 
Just before farm, turn  

L through gate on signed 
footpath around old barns to 
follow LH wall. Cross squeeze 
stile in RH corner, then another 
across next field, and again 
follow RH wall. Cross gill and 
go L of barn (Deep Gill Farm), 
following wall to stile in RH 
field corner. Cross next field 
and two wooden stiles, then 

follow faint path parallel with 
railway. Go L of Sycamore Tree 
Farm, then follow track down 
to barns. Take signed footpath 
L (joining waymarked ‘Pennine 
Journey’) along fence and over 
stile to path along river bank. 

6 7½ miles/12km 
Turn L away from bridge 

up track between buildings  
of ‘Shoregill’ and R as signed 
through gate, then RH of next 
gates, then over stone stile 
between next gates onto 
footpath along RH wall. After 
gate, veer L to stile, then R 
through next gate and trend  

L across field over ditch to stile. 
Follow faint path across next 
field to stone stile. Cross gill 
and trend to RH of next field to 
another stile and again to next 
stile. Follow RH bank to gate 
and go over footbridge. Follow 
path around shed to lane and  
R back past castle to start.  

18 17cumbria
high street

cumbria
wild boar fell & mallerstang

uOS Explorer map OLl5 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL19 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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