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uDistance: 8¼ miles/13.2km uTime: 6½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 10 miles/16km uTime: 4-5 hours uGrade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY…  
MIKE COPE
The River Mole 
breaches the chalk 

scarp of the North Downs at 
Dorking Gap, where it’s flanked 
on either side by Box Hill and 
Ranmore Common. Reaching 
the famous viewpoint of Box 
Hill, our walk drops back down 
into the valley, before rising up 
again onto the wooded 
common. Emerging onto the 
North Downs Way for more 
views over the Surrey Hills 
AONB, the route treads a 
gentle descent through 
Denbies Wine Estate – the 
largest vineyard in England, 
with 265 acres of vines. The 
porous structure of the chalk 
downs is ideal for vines, which 
thrive in the alkaline soil.

1 Start  
Head to entrance of Visitor 

Centre then L across front of 
building and past farm shop.  
R at junction, then R along path 
between vines. Through gate  
at end of field, then bear R  
on North Downs Way (NDW). 
Pass under railway and straight 
across at dual carriageway to 
car park. Aim for info board 
and maintain direction through 
woodland until you reach a 
footbridge over River Mole. 
Continue through woodland 
and bear L at next junction. 
Continue up six flights of steep 
steps that spiral around hillside 
– two gates take you to summit. 

2 1¼ miles/2.1km 
Walk up steep bank to gain 

road, then bear L along it and 

CHOSEN BY…  
PHILIP THOMAS
Immerse yourself in 
Darling Buds country 

– a tranquil patchwork of 
orchards, coppice and pasture 
in the Kent countryside, where 
the Greensand Ridge spills into 
the Low Weald. Beginning at 
Pluckley railway station, the 
first loop of this figure-of-
eight makes for a pleasant 
standalone walk, while  
the second loop is more 
complicated, but takes in  
the Darling Buds farmhouse.  

1 Start  
From Pluckley Station go 

down access road to Dering 
Arms and swing R down lane 
into field. Cross to stile in L 
corner; continue straight across 

arable land, emerging onto lane 
near Dowle Street Farm. Turn 
R, continue on lane about 
300m, L at signpost across 
towards Gore Court; right of 
way veers R around property 
to track, then onto lane.

2 1¼ miles/2km 
Turn L and after 300m take 

footpath R opposite cottages, 
following R-hand field 
boundary to Malmains. Cross 
stile into orchard, from here the 
right of way follows a farm 
track, picking up a restricted 
byway to Sheerland Farm.

3 2¼ miles/3.6km 
Before farm buildings, turn 

L at sign onto Greensand Way 
(GW), continuing through 
orchards to recreation ground 

Looking west  
from Box Hill.

➥ ➥

past National Trust shop/café. 
Leave road at next fingerpost, 
bearing L towards Victorian hill 
fort and continue down track. 
Go L at first fork to merge with 
wider track and proceed down 
spine of hill and when you 

at Pluckley, turn L down road 
into Pluckley. 

4 2¾ miles/4.4km 
Continue down Smarden 

Road on GW spur towards 
Pluckley Thorne and turn L  
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ROUTE
Start/parking Denbies 
Vineyard car park,  
grid ref TQ166511 
Is it for me? Varied walk 
through woodland, urban 
fringe and field paths.  
One steep ascent 
Stiles 7

PLANNING
Nearest town Dorking
Refreshments Denbies 
Visitor Centre, Box Hill 
National Trust café
Public toilets At start 
Public transport Bus 465 
from Dorking stops near 
vineyard; train to Box Hill 
Westhumble Station 
Maps OS Explorer 146; 
Landranger 187

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Pluckley 
Station car park,  
grid ref TQ922433  
Is it for me? Farmland, 
tracks, lanes and verges. 
Rs of way over farmland, 
can be muddy after rain. 
Some places overgrown  
in late summer
Stiles Several

PLANNING
Nearest town Ashford
Refreshments The Dering 
Arms (Pluckley Station) or 
The Black Horse (Pluckley)
Public toilets None
Public transport Frequent 
trains to Pluckley Station 
Maps OS Explorer 137; 
Landranger 189

PLAN YOUR WALKOast houses; plentiful  
in this part of Kent.
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at signpost onto footpath (by 
garage) and through a series of 
fields to emerge onto Lambden 
Road. Turn L, then R soon after 
over stile and along path into 
field. Cross into L corner, from 
where right of way continues 
south across arable fields and 
emerges onto Station Road. 

5 6.4km/4 miles 
Turn R and continue past 

station over bridge (caution,  
no pavement) and turn R into 
Newhouse Lane. Continue for 
400m and path L (SE) through 
gate and across field to gap in 
fence, R across field to marker 
post and gate and cross 
stream. Turn R and follow 
stream to track, continuing  
to field boundary. Cross next 
field to far corner (SW) and 
another to Tuesnoad Farm.

65¾ miles/9.2km 
Turn L onto lane and 

continue for about 800m, then 
after bend L, take footpath 
over stile in hedgerow L. Cross 
fields via stiles to farmyard of 
Monkery Farm, leaving onto 
track. You’ll see Buss Farm, as 
seen in Darling Buds of May, on 
your L (private). The right of 
way continues across the next 
field and another track, then by 
a series of stiles and gates 
along a fenced path to an open 
field. Cross to track on opposite 
side and continue to road.

7 7 miles/11.2km 
Turn R and continue (on 

grass verge), turning L onto 

lane. Continue, passing 
Pimphurst, for about 800m 
and take marked footpath L 
over stile. Cross field (W) to 
kissing gate and along next 
field edge to Bethersden Road. 
Turn L, and after 100m L onto 
footpath to Snoadhill Farm.

8 8 miles/13km 
Go through farmyard and 

kissing gate on R, following 
path across fields into woods. 
At crosstrack, turn R onto track 
through woods, then straight 
on at next crosstrack and over 

railway via foot crossing. 
Continue on footpath, turning  
L at junction to retrace steps  
to start.  

reach the road, go L towards 
Westhumble. Pass Ryka’s café 
and hotel, and L at roundabout. 
Take subway under road to 
emerge near turning for 
Westhumble. R past pub and 
station. After bridge, bear L 
along Chapel Lane. 

3 3 miles/4.7km 
L at white railings (Pilgrim’s 

Way), soon after, go down alley 
between houses. Straight across 
lane and through two gates 
until junction and fingerpost. R 
along NDW. Ignore first R then 
next R along woodland path 
that merges with lane. Take 
next L across two stiles and 
follow pylons across field. 
Climb stile and follow path 
down along edge of woodland. 
Cross stile at bottom and 
follow R-hand field edge to 
another stile and lane. R along 
lane, then L at next junction. 

Bear half R over stile and across 
sloping field. Cross stile into 
woodland and up path. At top, 
L at junction then L again. 

44½ miles/7.2km 
Fork L immediately on a 

downhill path that leads to a 
gate. Proceed across short field 
to road then keep ahead along 
wide track, signposted to youth 
hostel. Ignore first R and take 
next R through gate and across 
field. Go through gate into 
woodland, and bear R along 
field edge. Navigate next two 
junctions, by taking path (on R) 
closest to field edge. After 0.8 
km you reach cottage in woods

5 5½ miles/8.8km 
L and L again (after 20m), 

following yellow arrow along 
wide track climbing through 
woodland. At road go L along 
track that runs parallel to it. At 

next road junction, go L along 
road signposted to Bookham, 
Westhumble and Church. Pass 
church. At next L hand bend, 
keep ahead for 30m, then  
R along NDW. 

6 7 miles/11.1km 
Follow track as it swings  

L through 90 degrees and 
proceed along a descending 
driveway. Through two metal 
gates. At next fingerpost  
R to car park.  
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uOS Explorer map 137 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop uOS Explorer map 146 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop

SOU
TH

 E
A

ST

SOU
TH

 E
A

ST

© Country Walking May 2016

uDownload OS maps 
for PC, iPhone, iPad and 
Android from £12.50

TRAILZILLA ID:  
TZID29801

Use the TZID to download the 
walk from www.lfto.com/routes 
or search for it in the Country 
Walking Best Walks in Britain App

© Country Walking May 2016

uDownload OS maps 
for PC, iPhone, iPad and 
Android from £12.50

TRAILZILLA ID:  
TZID29800

Use the TZID to download the 
walk from www.lfto.com/routes 
or search for it in the Country 
Walking Best Walks in Britain App
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