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uDistance: 8¼ miles/13.4km uTime: 4½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 3½ miles/5.8km uTime: 2 hours uGrade: Moderate
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CHOSEN BY…  
DOROTHY 
HAMILTON
From the small 

village of Llanbedr and its 
former coaching inn and beer 
garden beside Afon Artro, 
this walk explores the tranquil, 
ancient district of Ardudwy 
in the Snowdonia National 
Park. After passing through 
Aberartro woodlands, the walk 
climbs gently to a stunning 
viewpoint encompassing the 
coast and Rhinog mountains 
before returning via enchanting 
Cwm Nantcol, a drovers’ road 
and the riverside.

1 Start 
From the Victoria Inn, cross 

the bridge and immediately 
turn L through gate. Walk 

along field, passing play area R, 
and go through gate. Bear R , 
soon have wall L and take gate 
at buildings. Follow drive to 
lane and turn L to the river. At 
fork, go R uphill, pass house L 
at R bend and soon go L into 
Coed Aberarto. Ignore lesser 
tracks and paths leading off to 
eventually emerge on lane.

2 1¼ miles/2km 
Cross directly to track 

which veers R and goes 
through wide gate. Pass above 
reservoir, go through another 
gate and soon turn R on a 
narrow, enclosed path. It 
widens, goes through gate into 
a field, then ahead to have wall 
R. Keep ahead through gates 
as it becomes enclosed to 
emerge on drive with cattle 

CHOSEN BY…  
MATTHEW PIKE
Moel Famau (1818ft) 
is the highest hill in 

the Clwydian Range – a narrow 
band of heather-clad summits 
that run close to the English 
border. Despite its height, 
getting to the top isn’t too 
arduous, and this popular 
route is as frequented by 
children as it is by pensioners, 
and everyone in between. 
It follows a wide gravel track 
that’s part of Offa’s Dyke Path, 
and views from the top are 
extensive – from the more 
populated eastern areas of 
Merseyside and the Dee 
Estuary to the green farmland 
and forest out west and, 
beyond this, the distant 
summits of Snowdonia. 

You can even see out to the 
Irish Sea and the giant wind 
turbines that spin above the 
water. If you’re expecting to 
see a tower when you see 
signs to Jubilee Tower, 
don’t get your hopes up, or 
think you’ve taken a wrong 
turn. The structure, which was 
built in 1810 to mark George 
III’s golden jubilee, collapsed 
in dramatic fashion in 1862 
(the crash could be heard in 
Denbigh, some seven miles 
away). What’s left is the 
partially-restored foundation, 
which is a clearly visible target 
once you’re on the ridge.

1 Start  
From the barrier as cars 

enter the car park (facing away 
from the direction of the road), ➥ ➥
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ROUTE
Start/parking Victoria Inn 
car park (patrons only) 
Llanbedr or on the 
Nantcol road, LL45 2LD, 
grid ref SH585268
Is it for me? Riverside, 
woodland and upland 
pasture. Paths, tracks, 
lanes. Steady climb and 
descent. Short wet, 
muddy, rocky sections
Stiles 3

PLANNING
Nearest town Barmouth
Refreshments Victoria Inn, 
Llanbedr (01341 241213)
Public toilets Seasonal. 
About 60m along road for 
Cwm Nantcol in Llanbedr
Public transport Bus 39 
Barmouth-P’madog (Mon 
-Sat, lloydscoaches.com); 
Llanbedr is on Cambrian 
Coast Line, but nearest 
station during Covid 
restrictions is Pensarn 
Maps OS Explorer OL18, 
OS Landranger 124; 
Harvey Maps Rhinogs

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Coed Moel 
Famau car park (£2 all 
day, correct change 
required, marked on 
Google Maps as Moel 
Famau Lower Car Park), 
Bwlch Penbarras grid ref 
SJ171611 
Is it for me? Broad, stony 
paths that are easy to 
follow. Most ascent is 
gradual, with one steeper 
section approaching the 
summit. Descent is also 
quite steep only near top
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Ruthin
Refreshments We Three 
Loggerheads, Ruthin 
Road, Loggerheads 
(two miles from Coed 
Moel Famau car park,  
Tel: 01352 810337)
Public toilets Coed  
Moel Famau car park
Public transport None
Maps OS Explorer 265; 
Landranger 116

PLAN YOUR WALK

Looking towards the 
Rhinog mountains, point 3.

Beginning the fairly steep 
ascent to the summit.

PUB  
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follow the lane that leads 
round to the L. Then at the 
‘Overflow Car Park’ sign, 
take the good track L, which 
soon runs parallel to the road 
below on your L. Follow the 
track as it gradually makes 
an ascent to the car park at 
Bwlch Penbarras.

2 ¾ mile/1.2km 
Head through the car park 

and, at the far right corner, 
take the broad gravel track 
(Offa’s Dyke Path). This 
gradually climbs the western 
slopes, then eases off at the 
ridge before starting the final 
and relatively steep ascent to 
the summit.

3 2¼ miles/3.8km 
When you reach the 

summit, enjoy the view then 
take a sharp R (it’s almost as if 
you’re going back on yourself) 
through the kissing gate and 
follow the clear, broad stony 
path that’s heading steeply 
downhill. Stick to the main 
path as it heads into the 
forest, before continuing 
straight at the path junctions, 
and then finally heading back 
to the car park where you first 
started out.  

grid L. Bear R, passing farm 
buildings, to a lane. Turn L, 
passing several farms, to a 
junction. Go L, passing 
footpath R. Before lane bends 
R, go through unsigned field 
gate L. Follow the grassy track 
across field to soon have wall L 
as it veers R towards Moelfre, a  
dome shaped hill. After a gate 
it becomes enclosed and 
emerges on an upland lane.  

3 3¾ miles/6km 
Turn L to soon join the 

Ardudwy Way (AW) and, after 
a gate across the lane, reach 
small parking area at a 
viewpoint. Go through kissing 
gate near bench and descend 
field ahead with stunning 
views across Cwm Nantcol to 

the Rhinogydd. Cross ladder 
stile near gate and continue 
downhill to R corner and enter 
adjoining field. Pass buildings 
L, cross ladder stile and follow 
track downhill. Before gate to 
house, bear R with wall L to 
ladder stile and emerge on 
lane. Turn L, cross Pont 
Nantcol, pass cottage and 
100m after entrance to 
Gelliwaen R, take track R.

4 5½ miles/9km 
After about 80m, look for 

directional arrow R pointing to 
footpath L. Follow the path 
through trees and rocky 
outcrops to a track. Have wall 
L, go through wide gate and 
continue downhill passing 
above Y Fron to join access 

drive. Pass Coed Crafnant 
Nature Reserve R and follow 
the track as it bends R to lane. 
Here go L, leaving the AW. Pass 
Coed Lletywalter R, ignore 
roadbridge L to Cwm Nantcol. 
Pass Pentre Gwynfryn village 
sign and go L down steps to 
cross footbridge over Afon 
Artro. Bear R on path beside 
river, join track, pass house and 
keep ahead for outward route. 
Retrace steps to start.  
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uOS Explorer map 265 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL18 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Looking west shortly 
after point 2.
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