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17 18CUMBRIA
LAKELAND MEMORIAL WALK DAY 2

WEST YORKSHIRE
NORLAND MOOR

uDistance: 11 miles/17.5km uTime: 5½ hours uGrade: Challenging uDistance: 5½ miles/8.85km uTime: 3 hours uGrade: ModerateN
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CHOSEN BY…  
NICK HALLISSEY
Day 2 of our walk 
exploring the fells  

of the FRCC war memorial 
(named in bold) completes the 
loop, returning from Wasdale 
to Seatoller via some of the 
highest ground in England  
– including Scafell Pike, the 
highest of the lot (though  
it isn’t part of the memorial  
– it’s just in the way). If you 
don’t fancy continuing to Allen 
Crags and Glaramara from  
Esk Hause, an easier (though 
not shorter) alternative is 
provided via Grains Gill. 

1 Start 
From Wasdale Head Inn, 

take track heading east to visit 
Wasdale Church, then turn L to 

follow track heading north-east 
towards Styhead Pass. Entering 
Burnthwaite Farm, take L fork 
past barn. Go through gate  
and tend R on path. Cross 
footbridge then, at fork, take  
R path running beside river. 
Where path forks again, stay  
R with river. Go through gate. 
Path climbs through bouldery 
ground. Just after watersmeet 
in river, look for large, flat rock 
R with arrow marked on. Cross 
river here (grid ref NY212091).

2 1¾ miles/2.9km 
Climb far bank then tend L 

with path, climbing steep green 
tongue. After 200 yards, path 
forks; take less distinct R path 
which now climbs above lower 
reach of Piers Gill. After 500m, 
descend to cross side-gill and 

CHOSEN BY…  
STEVE GOODIER
Norland Moor rises  
to 931ft/281 metres 

and covers around 253 acres.  
It’s a lovely heather moorland 
overlooking Sowerby Bridge 
and the Ryburn and Calder 
Valleys.  The moor is easy to 
climb with little effort required 
to get to the top and the views 
in all directions are superb. 
Our route takes in the moor as 
well as using field paths and 
tracks to reach North Dean 
Woods and climb over the 
moor for a second time.

1Start 
Leave car park away from 

road taking uphill path past 
bench/sign. Take L fork at split/
bench. Continue up heathery 

gully. At sign/post go R up 
another gully joining path 
coming in L in dip. Go R along 
moor edge. Continue past 
benches to Ladstone Rocks  
on R. Go L to trig/summit  
of Norland Moor.

2 ½ mile/750m 
Return to Ladstone Rocks. 

Go L along edge path following 
it to soon descend down to 
footpath sign near road.  
Take Calderdale Way ahead 
descending to footpath sign  
by road. Take rising track/path 
L past caravan site. Near gate  
R continue uphill on path with 
wall R. At wall corner/sign/
junction go ahead keeping wall 
R. Descend on moor edge by 
wall continuing down between 
walls. At wall corner, when path ➥ ➥

continue climbing on the far 
side, with Piers Gill below, R, 
becoming more spectacular. 
(NB: Do NOT enter gill from 
this point). Climb sharply (one 
short scrambling section) and 
follow Piers Gill as it turns 

bends L take narrower  
path ahead between fences.  
At surfaced track go R  
to road by Springrock Inn.

P
H

O
T
O

: T
O

M
 B

A
IL

E
Y

P
H

O
T
O

:S
T

E
V

E
 G

O
O

D
IE

R

ROUTE
Start/parking Wasdale 
Head Inn, Wasdale, CA20 
1EX, grid ref NY186087
Is it for me? Experienced 
Lakeland hillwalkers only. 
Steep ascents (particularly 
at Piers Gill) and descents 
(off Scafell Pike). ‘Escape 
route’ via Esk Hause  
and Grains Gill
Stiles None 
 
PLANNING
Nearest town Keswick 
Refreshments  
Café in Seatoller at end 
Public toilets At end
Public transport Bus 78 
Keswick-Seatoller;  
www.traveline.info
Maps OS Explorer OL4 
and OL6, Landranger 90

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Car park 
opposite Moorcock Inn 
(Moorbottom Lane) S of 
Sowerby Bridge, HX6 
3RW, grid ref SE055218  
Is it for me? Mostly Good 
tracks/paths – rough in 
places. Several ascents/
descents. Some road 
walking. Some paths 
overgrown in summer – 
take stick. Dogs on leads
Stiles 4

PLANNING 
Nearest town  
Sowerby Bridge
Refreshments Moorcock 
Inn/Springrock Inn.
Public toilets None
Public transport Buses 
stop near Moorcock Inn 
- www.yorkshiretiger.co.uk
Maps OS Explorer OL 21; 
OS Landranger 104

PLAN YOUR WALKAscending beside Piers Gill 
on the way to Lingmell.

The ever-popular 
Ladstone Rocks.
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3 1¾ miles/2.75km 
Cross road half L taking 

footpath. Follow walled path 
going half L when it opens out 
to continue on walled path. 
Soon go R down steps 
continuing down wider path/
steps. At end go L on grassy 
track. Go ahead at crossroad  
of tracks to walk L of houses. 
As you enter trees start to 
descend. At track junction  
with surfaced land go ahead  
L of houses. Soon start to rise. 
Before lane bends L cross stile 
R (footpath sign). Go half R  
in woods descending by wall.  
At footpath junction go left 
staying ahead to follow path 
above buildings. Curve L/R 
around deep hollow crossing 
bridge to cut R. Climb 
woodland path through 
squeeze stile L crossing track 
to pass by fence/well. Continue 

uphill (wall L) curving L.  
Follow path between houses 
exiting to drive then road.

4 2⅔ miles/4.2km 
R down road continuing to 

bus stop after Brian Royd Lane 
R. Go L over road to take track. 
Continue to track junction. Stay 
ahead following bridleway. 
Enter trees descending to fork 
L by old stone gatepost. Go L 
up driveway continuing ahead 
shortly on path as drive bends 
L. Rise on woodland path (wall 
L) to cross stile to field. Follow 
path to curve R up field. Stay 
ahead on path up field and 
through gate at top field 
corner. Follow track to road.

5 4⅓ miles/6.95km 
Cross road going R over 

Norland Road. Curve R over 
bridge going immediately  

L on uphill path. Cross stream 
to reach path crossroads.  
Go ahead following paths 
between pylons. Rise up  
moor continuing ahead at  
path crossroads. Pass pool 
staying ahead at path junction 
following telegraph poles. At 
path junction go L. Follow path 
along R edge Norland Moor. 
After railings R continue to 
marker for ‘Calderdale Way’. 
Go R descending past quarry. 
At split stay ahead (R) staying 
L at next split. Follow outbound 
route back.  

sharp L. Continue uphill to  
join Corridor Route path. 

3 2¾ miles/4.5km 
Turn R, soon crossing the 

head of Piers Gill. Continue 
uphill on Corridor Route. 
Where path splits, take lower, 
fainter track R to reach stone 
wall at Lingmell Col (a pass 
between Lingmell and Scafell 
Pike). Turn L along wall-line, 
then pass through wall at gap 
and follow path north, climbing 
sharply to summit of Lingmell. 
Retrace steps down to Lingmell 
Col. Take wide, clear path 
climbing ahead onto flank of 
Scafell Pike. Climb steadily for 
half a mile to reach enormous 
summit cairn of Scafell Pike. 

4 4⅓ miles/7km 
Descend north-east from 

summit on cairned path 
passing L of three shelters. 
Path descends very steep 
shoulder of pike, down to 
Broad Crag col. Climb steeply 
up far side. As path levels out, 
detour L across boulder field  
to summit of Broad Crag. 

5 4⅔ miles/7.5km 
Retrace steps to main path 

and turn L, following path 
north-east across depression 
(Ill Crag Col). Path descends 
gently through rocky knolls. As 
path flattens out at Bield (grid 
ref NY224079), take branching 
path L and follow across 
bouldery ground, climbing 
steadily to summit of Great 
End. Retrace steps to Bield and 

turn L on main path, which 
continues gently down to 
cairns at Esk Hause. (If at this 
point you don’t fancy two more 
peaks, branch L here and 
continue to head of Ruddy Gill. 
Branch R and follow path 
beside Ruddy Gill, which 
becomes Grains Gill lower 
down. Continue to Seathwaite 
Farm. Turn R at farm and follow 
valley path to Strands Bridge. 
Turn L on road back to 
Seatoller). 

6 6 miles/10km 
If continuing to Allen Crags 

and Glaramara, continue past 
Esk Hause cairn (north-east), 
descending slightly L to reach 
cross-shaped wall-shelter. 
Continue ahead, climbing to 
summit of Allen Crags. 
Continue ahead (north-east), 
passing Lincomb Tarn and 
eventually climbing sharply  

to summit of Glaramara.

7 8 miles/13km 
Descend with care 

(scrambling step) and continue 
north, ignoring branching  
paths and descending over 
Thornythwaite Fell. Lower 
down, pass through wall-line  
to enter woodland. Just before 
B&B access track, branch R on 
path down bank. Go through 
kissing-gate onto track. Turn  
R to reach main road. Turn L 
over Strands Bridge and follow 
road back to Seatoller.  
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uOS Explorer map OL21 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL4 & OL6 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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GET THIS WALK  
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lfto.com/cwroutes
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LOWER, 
EASIER ROUTE


