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07 08GREATER LONDON 
KING’S CROSS TO CLAPTON POND

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
LANE END & TURVILLE

■Distance: 8¾ miles/14km ■Time: 4 hours ■Grade: Moderate  ■Distance: 9¼ miles/15km ■Time: 4 hours ■Grade: Moderate  SO
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CHOSEN BY… 
JULIE ROYLE
Any tourist visiting 
central London must 

have noticed the 38, that 
most frequent of London 
buses, and perhaps wondered 
about its destination, the 
interesting-sounding Clapton 
Pond. If that’s you, here’s a 
reason to go and see it for 
yourself – a waterside walk 
from King’s Cross finishing at 
Clapton Pond. In truth, the 
pond turns out to be pleasant 
but unremarkable in a city 
blessed with many such. But 
the walk to it is captivating, 
delivering enjoyment every 
step of the way. There’s so 
much to see, from the Gothic 
opulence of St Pancras to 
fibreglass sharks rearing out 

of Regent’s Canal at Islington, 
from world-class graffiti in 
Haggerston to woods and 
marshes at Hackney. And if 
you think King’s Cross is just a 
railway station, think again. It 
has been transformed into a 
destination in its own right, 
with something for everybody. 
There are glitzy shops and 
restaurants, but also many 
simpler pleasures, including 
glorious plant displays and 
a second-hand bookshop on 
a barge, Word on the Water. 
It’s also worth making two 
short (well-signed) detours 
from the walk described here, 
to visit Camley Street Natural 
Park (a charming nature 
reserve) and Old St Pancras 
Church, famous for its ‘Hardy 
Tree’ (as in Thomas Hardy) 

CHOSEN BY… 
ANDY WEEKES
To the west of High 
Wycombe, Lane End 

is a busy village surrounded 
by beech woods and fine 
views. Once integral to the 
area’s chairmaking industry, 
it now makes an ideal starting 
point to explore this part of 
the Chilterns. Contouring 
away from the village, the 
route rolls gently to Turville, 
a popular location for filming; 
best known as Dibley, you 
might also recognise it from 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang or, 
more recently, Killing Eve. 
Climbing north, dipping in 
and out of woodland, you 
pass through Cadmore End 
and loop across to Wheeler 
End, with its ancient common. 

Despite all these ends, the 
walk is not quite complete, as 
you brush beneath Hellbottom 
Wood, much less demonic 
than it sounds, then back into 
Lane End. Look out for the 
village ghost, reputedly a girl 
in a red dress who died 
shortly before her wedding, 
although the marriage of 
chalk hills and beech mast 
mean the glimpse of red most 
likely to haunt you on this 
walk is that of the kite variety.

1 Start 
Head S, going R onto High 

Street. Take Church Road L, 
past church and green, turning 
R. Pass workshop, picking up 
footpath R into Fining Wood. 
At path junction, go L, then R 
onto footpath at 150° angle. ➥ ➥

and for Mary Wollstonecraft’s 
tomb (though Mary’s remains 
no longer lie within).
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ROUTE
Start/parking King’s 
Cross station, grid ref 
TQ302830, a major hub 
for train, tube and bus; 
there is a car park on 
Pancras Road, postcode 
N1C 4QP 
Is it for me? Mostly canal 
towpaths, plus parkland 
and a few streets 
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town London  
Refreshments 
Throughout, including 
numerous waterside cafés 
Public toilets King’s Cross 
and St Pancras stations 
Public transport Trains, 
tubes and buses to King’s 
Cross; return from Clapton 
Pond by bus, changing at 
Angel for King’s Cross  
Maps OS Explorer 173; 
Landranger 177 

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Start at bus 
stop on The Row in Lane 
End, on edge of village 
centre. Free car park on 
Finings Road in Lane End, 
grid ref SU807918, 
postcode HP14 3ER 
Is it for me? Mostly well-
signed. Careful navigation 
in places. Woodland paths 
can get muddy after rain 
Stiles 6

PLANNING
Nearest town High 
Wycombe 
Refreshments Strawberry 
Grove Café, Lane End High 
Street (01494 882770); 
The Chequers, Fingest 
(01491 756330); The Bull 
and Butcher, Turville 
(01491 638283)  
Public toilets Finings 
Road, Lane End 
Public transport Bus 48 to 
and from High Wycombe 
(arrivabus.co.uk)  
Maps OS Explorer 171 & 
172; Landranger 175

PLAN YOUR WALK

River Lee Navigation 
at Hackney Marsh. Uphill to Turville windmill.
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2 ¾ mile/1.2km 
Follow path, then turn L 

leaving woods. Head along 
field edge, keep on this path 
through fields and woodland 
SW then W joining access 
road. R at junction with lane, 
then footpath on L at bend. 
Continue SW as path contours, 
dropping into Fingest. Turn L 
onto road, past church to 
junction at pub.

3 2¾ miles/4.4 km  
Turn R then pick up 

enclosed footpath R into fields. 
L to cross lane and through 
more fields to Turville. Before 
village, take path R steeply 
uphill to road at windmill. 

4 3½ miles/5.7km 
Go R on road then L onto 

footpath NE downhill through 
woods onto lane. Turn R, take 

footpath on L, keeping NE up 
into Hanger Wood, continuing 
L at both path junctions. Then 
follow farm track to Cadmore 
End Church.

5 4¾ miles/7.6km 
Take access road R past 

houses to main road. Cross 
and turn L, following pavement 
until footpath on R. Follow this 
then join farm track R, through 
tunnel under motorway. Head 
along first footpath on R, then 
R again NE on track into 
Leygrove’s Wood. When paths 
cross, go R uphill until lane.

6 6 miles/9.7km 
Go R, then L, then R, 

following footpath signs. As 
paths cross, turn L, going E 
through woodland to road. 
Cross, then take footpath on L 
and follow treeline along 

bottom of Wheeler End 
Common. Go over road and 
keep on footpath NE. Pick up 
second bridleway on R, 
continuing S to road.

7 8½ miles/13.7km  
Go R on road over 

motorway, turning L after 
bridge. Follow footpath R into 
woods, then R when path 
joins. Pass W through fields. 
At houses, join road and onto 
Simmons Way to village 
centre. At High Street, head R 
back to start. 

1 Start 
Take Pancras Road, 

between King’s Cross and St 
Pancras, then bear R along 
King’s Boulevard. Cross Goods 
Way and Regent’s Canal and 
turn L above Coal Drops Yard 
and through spectacular 
flowerbeds to Gasholder Park. 
Join Regent’s Canal towpath 
and turn L. Approaching 
Islington Tunnel, climb steps to 
Muriel Street. Turn R, then 
keep straight on, along 
Rodney Street and past a 
school. Go L on Donegal 
Street, cross Penton Street 
and follow White Lion Street 
to meet Islington High Street 
opposite Angel Station. Turn L, 
cross Liverpool Road to Upper 
Street, cross this and go L 
towards Camden Passage, 
then R on Duncan Street.

2 2¼ miles/3.5km 
Cross Colebrook Row to 

rejoin canal. Follow it through 
De Beauvoir Town and 
Haggerston to South Hackney. 
At Victoria Park, choose 
between the towpath or the 
park, which is over a mile long. 
If you go through the park use 
the on-site maps for guidance. 
For clarity’s sake the route 
described here is the towpath 
route only. Soon after bridge 
54 you come to a canal 
junction. Leave Regent’s Canal 
and join Hertford Union Canal.

3 6½ miles/10.5km 
At Hackney Wick turn L 

beside River Lee Navigation, 
soon joining Capital Ring and 
Lea Valley Walk. Approaching 
Lea Bridge Road, enter 
Millfields Park South. Follow 

main path across park to road 
junction. Cross Chatsworth 
Road at the lights then take 
a street to which traffic access 
is blocked (no name is visible, 
but it’s Millfields Road). 
Approaching Lower Clapton 
Road, turn R through Clapton 
Park, past Clapton Pond to bus 
stop. There are many options, 
but if you are returning to 
King’s Cross take 38 or 56 to 
Angel and change to 30, 73 or 
205. All of these operate every 
few minutes. 

GREATER LONDON 
KING’S CROSS TO CLAPTON POND

■OS Explorer maps 171 & 172 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop ■OS Explorer map 173 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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