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KINGLEY VALE & BOW HILL

KENT
GOLDEN GREEN

uDistance: 12.5km/7¾ miles uTime: 3½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 16km/10 miles uTime: 4 hours uGrade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY…  
KEITH FOSKETT
This walk is a circular 
adventure in the 

South Downs National Park, 
visiting one of the oldest yew 
tree woods in the country  
at Kingley Vale. It takes in  
a delightful mix of open 
countryside, grassy meadows, 
ancient woodland, prehistoric 
earthworks and mysterious 
barrows. The lower slopes 
contain the best of the yews, 
whilst the upper reaches are 
perfect for admiring the 
autumn colour, and substantial 
views south to the English 
Channel and the Isle of Wight.

1 Start  
From car park, head north 

on a wide, stony path through 

fields. Continue through short 
section of woodland and on 
through fields, with Kingley 
Vale visible directly ahead.  
On the southern edge of the 
wood, turn L to go straight at 
first and then curve to the R. 
Keep along path at edge of 
woods, with trees to R and 
fields to L, with extensive views 
opening up to the south east. 
Continue to fork in path. 

2 1.9km/1¼ miles 
Go R on path into the 

woods – it becomes grassier 
and open before entering 
enclosed woodland. These 
lower flanks are the best areas 
to see the yew trees. Veer R as 
path merges from L and keep 
going to reach an open summit 
where the first of four ancient 

CHOSEN BY…  
LEN BANISTER
The stretch of the 
Medway followed on 

this walk towards Tonbridge  
is fringed with trees and 
flanked by luscious meadows. 
Later, oasthouses, splendid 
country houses and orchards 
are encountered. However,  
the best reason for taking  
this walk rests with a pretty 
little church in the hamlet  
of Tudeley – for it was  
here back in 1967 that the 
world-famous Russian-Jewish 
artist, Marc Chagall, was 
persuaded to install a stained 
glass window; he enjoyed  
the effect so much that he 
went on over the years to 
provide the eleven remaining 
church windows.

1 Start  
Go L down lane alongside 

car park; continue on R 
field-edge to gap, across  
next field, L on track to  
River Medway.

2 1km/⅔ mile 
Turn R. For next 5km  

keep to paths nearest river L. 
Go under bridges, pass locks. 
Keep to river bank nearing 
Tonbridge. Reach main road.

3 5.9km/3¾ miles 
Go L over Cannon Bridge; 

immediately go L along 
Postern Lane (don’t be put  
off by ‘private’ signs). After 
passing The Postern, go L at 
fingerpost. Soon go R through 
gate along L field-edge. With 
oasthouses about 100m ahead, 

The ancients yews 
around point 2.

➥ ➥

tumuli known as the Devils 
Humps command a lofty perch. 

32.8km/1¾ miles  
With tumuli on R, follow 

grassy path north to enter 
woodland once more on a 
wide, well defined track. A field 

go L through concealed gap 
but keep direction. Pass 
Postern Park and orchard. 
Reach footbridge (if missing 
out pub loop go R before 
bridge – see overleaf). 
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ROUTE
Start/Parking 
Free car park near the 
village of West Stoke,  
grid ref SU824087
Is it for me?
Some moderate ascents, 
gentle walking overall
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Mid Lavant
Refreshments Wellies 
Restaurant and The Horse 
and Groom pub near start
Public toilets None 
Public transport  
Bus 54 from Chichester
Maps OS Explorer 121; 
Landranger 197

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Small 
parking area by the 
Recreation Area in Golden 
Green, grid ref TQ639483
Is it for me? Mainly good 
paths and field edges; a 
couple of damp patches
Stiles 10

PLANNING
Nearest town Tonbridge
Refreshments A loop at 
point 4 takes you to the 
refurbished Poacher & 
Partridge (01732 358934)
Public toilets None
Public transport Point 3 
on the walk is less than 
1km from the mainline 
station
Maps OS Explorer 136; 
Landranger 188

PLAN YOUR WALK

Walking into the 
hamlet of Tudeley.
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4 8.1km/5 miles 
Cross, go L. After 200m, 

go R at waymarker across field. 
Cross bridge , continue on L 
field-edge, forward, L of house 
to road. Go R; pass Poacher  
& Partridge, R at fingerpost  
on R field-edge. Keep forward 
to cross the bridge to point 4. 
Immediately go L with stream 
L. Cross bridge, keeping 
forward to wooden one.  
Cross railway, through 
woodland to road.

5 10.1km/6.3miles 
Go L, with care, R at 

junction, L to All Saints Church. 
Emerge from church, go L  
over stile, across field. Keep 
forward past farm to road.

6 11.2km/7 miles 
Turn L. Go under railway. 

Reach farm with sharp L turn 
– go R along track. Keep 
forward with two slight kinks, 
the second is waymarked to 
bridge. Keep forward across 
this and next three fields; 
halfway across the last, go L, 
over concrete bridge, along R 
field-edge. After another 
bridge, cross field, over 
wooden bridge, along fenced 
causeway. Keep forward over 
bridges and fields to cross 
elevated footbridge at East 
Lock. Go L up steps to join 
outward track between pill 
boxes. Where track swings L, 
go forward across field  
to lane and car.  

opens on your L shortly before 
a junction. Bear slightly L 
downhill through broad leaf 
woodland. A wide track merges 
from the R as you bear L, and 
shortly after you’ll reach a 
junction. 

45.1km/3¼ miles 
Take a sharp R to head NE 

on a well-defined, straight path 
with woodlands to start and 
then fields on L. Continue  
1.3km to path crossroads,  
to the S of Chilgrove village. 

56.5km/4 miles 
Turn sharp R and head  

S through woodland. Carry  
on straight at a small junction  
(the L turn takes you to the 
earthworks of Goosehill Camp). 
Stay S on a straight path which 
emerges at a trig point on Bow 
Hill, just E of the Devil’s Humps. 

69.2km/5¾ miles 
Bear R towards the  

humps, keeping them to your 
R, to rejoin your upward route. 
Retrace steps back along the  
S edge of woodland and across 
fields back to car park.  
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KINGLEY VALE & BOW HILL

uOS Explorer map 136 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop uOS Explorer map 121 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapshop
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Press the 
button at the 
back of the 

nave to illuminate  
the original windows 
in Tudeley Church.

DON’T MISS...

© Country Walking November 2015

uDownload OS maps 
for PC, iPhone, iPad and 
Android from £12.50

TRAILZILLA ID:  
TZID28112

Use the TZID to download the 
walk from www.lfto.com/routes 
or search for it in the Country 
Walking Best Walks in Britain App
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