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17 18NORTH YORKSHIRE
HARDRAW & HIGH CLINT

NORTH YORKSHIRE
HAWNBY

uDistance: 5½ miles/8.9km uTime: 3 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 9½ miles/15.2km uTime: 4 hours uGrade: ModerateN
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CHOSEN BY…  
PAUL KIRKWOOD
Hardraw is a very 
popular spot, but on 

this route you soon have the 
countryside to yourself. The 
upper reaches are within open 
access land, which means that 
you can make your own way 
along the dramatic edge of 
High Clint with magnificent 
views over Hawes and way 
beyond to the Three Peaks. 
The ascent includes the lost 
in time, sleepy village of 
Sedbusk, an ideal place 
to pause. An unexpected 
highlight at the end is the 
wooded gorge of Shaw Gill 
with a series of small, pretty 
waterfalls. For something 
larger visit Hardraw Force, the 
highest single drop waterfall in 

England. The adjacent Green 
Dragon is a cosy, authentic 
Dales pub with a Georgian 
interior of low beams and 
flagged floor plus beer garden. 
Scenes from the recent TV 
remake of All Creatures Great 
and Small were filmed here.

1 Start 
Opposite Green Dragon 

follow footpath to Hawes. Go 
through kissing gate then bear 
L onto flagged path. After fifth 
gate bear R heading for gate 
with red lid. Pass through gate 
then bear L keeping wall on L. 
Pass through fieldgate to road. 
Turn R and almost immediately 
L along footpath to Sedbusk, 
passing over packhorse bridge 
and step stile. Pass through 
another stile to reach and cross 

CHOSEN BY…  
SANDRA ENGLISH
The small village of 
Hawnby sits at a 

crossroads in the southern 
corner of the North York 
Moors, enveloped by a 
dramatic landscape of hill 
crests and wooded dale 
bottoms. It’s home to the 
recently refurbed Owl country 
inn from where we set out to 
the tumbledown remains of 
Crow Nest, named for a former 
occupant William Crow, who 
is recorded as living there in 
1826. The ruined farmstead 
is soon reached before 
ascending a delightful 
boulder-strewn moor that 
comes alive with the sound of 
nesting curlews, lapwings 
and nightingales in the late 

spring. A steep in-and-out 
of Fangdale Beck sees you 
emerge onto the vast open 
space of Wetherhouse 
Moor. The final leg affords 
splendid views along the 
mighty little summit of 
Hawnby Hill Crag. To borrow 
a line from Thomas Hughes’ 
Tom Brown’s School Days, 
Hawnby Hill is ‘altogether 
a place to open a man’s soul 
and make him prophesy’.

1 Start  
From signpost marked 

for Hawnby, Osmotherley, 
Laskgill, take L on tarmac 
road toward Laskgill and cross 
stream. In 100m go L on PB 
path, keeping with occasional 
blue arrow signs for 1 mile to 
Crow Nest ruin.➥ ➥

road. Go through step stile 
then bear R. Pass through 
two step stiles to road.

2 1¼ miles/2km 
Turn L into Sedbusk. 

2 1¼ miles/2km  
Keep straight past ruin 

staying with bridleway, passing 
through a gated wall. At fork 
ascend R and stay with wall 
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ROUTE
Start/parking On-street 
parking in Hardraw, grid 
ref SE868912, DL8 3LZ
Is it for me? Open access 
land uneven but straight 
forward walking 
particularly when dry
Stiles Numerous

PLANNING
Nearest towns Hawes
Refreshments Green 
Dragon, Hardraw (01969 
667392), Stone House 
Hotel, nr Sedbusk (667571), 
wider choice in Hawes 
Public toilets None 
Public transport None to 
start. Buses serve Hawes, 
½ mile to south of route  
(dalesbus.org) 
Maps OS Explorer OL30, 
Landranger 9

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Free 
parking at lay-by on 
Shawclose Lane, Hawnby, 
grid ref SE543898, 
YO62 5QH 
Is it for me? In the main 
good grassy or hardcore 
tracks, narrow moorland 
heather tracks, quiet 
tarmac road 
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Helmsley
Refreshments The Owl, 
Hilltop, Hawnby, YO62 
5QS (theowlhawnby.co.uk; 
01904 208000) and 
Hawnby Tea Room, Front 
Street (01439 798223)
Public toilets None
Public transport None
Maps OS Explorer OL26, 
Landranger 100

PLAN YOUR WALKThe view into Bilsdale 
beyond Point 2.

The view towards Hawes and 
Widdale from High Clint.
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until the track passes through 
a gate and onto Shaw Side 
Moor. Keep with the yellow 
sandy track until a walled 
corner is met, then leave it to 
head R initially following the 
wall. Descend towards the 
woodland and turn L as 
another track is met. Just 
before a metal gate, take the 
track L with wall, then R 
through wooden gate.  
Descend grassy, gorse lined 
path to Malkin Bower.

3 4 miles/6.4km 
At lane go L to Chapel 

Garth, then L at footbridge 
through Forge Cottage, 
following blue markers R then 
L through gate. Ascend west 
through a series of gates onto 
the narrow moorland path. 
Indistinct path leads west-NW 
for ¾ mile to a line of grouse 
butts and a concrete post.  
Go L and aim for a further 
concrete post on the hillside 
ahead. Keep with concrete 
posts across Wetherhouse 
Moor, turning R as the yellow 
sandstone path emerges.

4 5¾ miles/9.3km 
At T-junction go L towards 

Low Thwaites. 200m past Low 
Thwaites, fork R and track S for 
1½ miles to Moor Gate.

5 8¼ miles/13.2km 
At tarmac road turn L, 

then immediate R with PB sign 
over Hawnby Hill. This 
delightful ridge stretch yields 
splendid views over Bilsdale 
before descending back into 

the hamlet, arriving at the front 
of The Owl Inn. Turn L at stone 
steps onto road back to the 
starting point.  

Follow road to R of Chapel 
Cottage past green and 
continue along lane as it bears 
R to become a bridleway 
(concrete then stone) to Staggs 
Fell and North Rakes Hill. Just 
before metal gate turn sharp L 
through fieldgate and up 
grassy path initially along a 
cutting. As it bears sharp R 
leave cutting and continue on 
flattened grass with wall on L. 
Bridleway runs to L of walled 
copse and through two gates 
then bears R. At post with 
blue waymarker bear L and 
continue up.

3 2¾ miles/3.6km 
Just as another post comes 

into view 120 yards away turn 
L off bridleway heading for 
a beanbag sized boulder. 
Shortly afterwards reach faint 
cart track. Follow it L along 
High Clint. From here navigate 
by sight. Head first for the 
two large cairns and then to 
R of sheepfold below. Soon 
afterwards a stony track 
comes into view.

4 4 miles/6.4km 
At track turn L and down 

to road. Turn L, descend 
sharply then turn sharp R 
onto footpath to High Shaw. 
Walk to R of barn and through 
fieldgate then turn L keeping 
wall on L. In corner of field go 
through gap stile and down 
steps with stream on R. Go 
through another stile, L over 
ladder stile and through wall 
stile and gap in wall. Pass 

caravan site. Go through 
handgate and follow path as it 
passes to R of Fossdale House 
and down steps to lane.

5 4¾ miles/7.6km 
Turn R and then sharp L 

at fingerpost through gate to 
Shaw Gill. Cross footbridge 
and turn R to visit waterfall. 
Retrace steps and continue 
on western bank of stream 
past two more waterfalls. 
Leave gill through metal gate 
and turn L to cross back over 
stream and bear R. At road 

turn R and, after 150 yards, 
turn R to Hardraw through 
bridlegate and gate. Continue 
down farm track to R of 
house and through gate 
stile. Complete descent to 
Hardraw.  
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uOS Explorer map OL26 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map OL30 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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The tumbledown 
Crow Nest Ruin.
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH


