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greenham common

hertfordshire
st ippolyts

uDistance: 9¼ miles/15km uTime: 4 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 11 miles/17km uTime: 5 hours uGrade: Moderateso
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chosen by…  
jenny walters
Greenham Common 
is a name known  

to many from news bulletins  
of the 1980s when a group of 
women set up a peace camp 
to protest the presence of 
American nuclear missiles.  
The weapons were removed in 
1991 and the airbase closed in 
1993, but the camp continued 
until 2000 as the women 
campaigned for the land to  
be returned to the public. It  
is now a wild shelf of upland 
heath patrolled by buzzards 
and red kites, with a short 
stretch of runway at its centre 
and the missile silos in its 
south-west corner as a stark 
reminder of its history. This 
walk visits the Greenham 

Peace Garden and a stretch  
of Kennet & Avon canal too.

1 Start  
From car park take path  

to R of control tower, through 
gate onto common. At junction, 
turn R to walk west on track 
that runs round perimeter  
of old runway. Continue to 
junction at corner where main 
track starts bearing L and go 
ahead past log bench, then 
very soon turn L. Follow this 
path on a loop through scrub, 
rejoining main perimeter path 
near missile silos and walking 
to high fence – the outer of 
three! – that surrounds them.

2 1½ miles/2.3km 
Walk past silos (off to your 

R) and at first signpost, turn R 

chosen by…  
len banister
Floodlit at night  
the church on the  

hill at the start of this walk  
is a magical sight. This typical 
Hertfordshire walk takes  
you over rolling countryside 
and suddenly deposits you  
in Hitchin’s main square.  
A visit to Bunyan’s Dell,  
where the 17th-century author 
of The Pilgrim’s Progress 
preached to congregations  
of up to a thousand, is 
recommended. Towards the 
end of April, Wain Wood  
is flooded with bluebells.

1 Start
Walk into churchyard, exit 

opposite lych-gate. At next 
waymarker go L, re-enter 

churchyard, rejoin lane,  
go R. At T-junction, turn L,  
soon R. Reach road.

2¾ mile/1.2km 
Go L. Turn R at junction, 

fork L at next. After ½ mile, at 
farm, go R at barn then fork R 
following waymarker downhill 
on crossfield path. Reach road. 
Go R past Rusty Gun pub, L  
at fingerpost. Reach a holiday 
complex, continue for 200m to 
go R at field corner, continuing 
on L field-edge. Swing R past 
reservoir to lane.

33 miles/5km 
Turn L, R then immediately 

R on permissive path. Exit L of 
gate. Continue into Preston, 
fork R at green. Fork L along 
Chequers Lane, R at dog bin. ➥ ➥

and follow blue plane 
waymarkers to a rusting 
mock-up plane in a pool which 
was once used for fire training. 

Turn R into wood, go ahead 
200m to Bunyan’s Dell 
(Bunyan’s Cottage is further 
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route
start/parking Parking (£3 
donation) at Greenham 
Common Control tower, 
grid ref sU499651, nearest 
postcode rG19 8bZ (Nb: 
this takes you to golf club 
on other side of the road!)
is it for me? Gravel paths, 
towpath, short section by 
road 
stiles 1

Planning 
nearest town Newbury
refreshments Cafe at 
control tower (thu-sun).
public toilets None
public transport None to 
start. 103b and Newbury-
basingstoke LiNk bus stop 
at Greenham business 
Park (point 4). train to 
thatcham, near point 6. 
maps os explorer 158; 
Landranger 174 

Plan your walk

route
start/parking Park in road 
near church and school, 
sG4 7Pb, grid ref tL198271
is it for me? Good field/
woodland paths and  
road, little mud 
stiles 1
 
Planning
nearest towns  
hitchin & stevenage
refreshments two pubs 
on way; lots of pubs and 
cafes in hitchin
public toilets  
None on route 
public transport regular 
bus services to bottom of 
st ippolyts hill – No. 330 
st Albans-Welwyn Garden 
City, 304 & 314 from 
hitchin. You could also join 
the walk between points 6 
& 7 if arriving at hitchin 
station.
maps os explorer 193 
Landranger 166

Plan your walkthe old fire-training 
plane near point 2.

escaping into the pretty 
hertfordshire countryside.
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along the path). Retrace steps 
turning R just before wood-
edge. Follow path to be joined 
by two from L. Ignore all paths 
to reach lane after 1½ miles.

46 miles/9.1km 
Go L. At bottom Go  

R through gate. Continue  
L of pumping-station and 
field-edges. Go L at lane, L  
at junction. Opposite house 
with black-painted post box  
set in wall, go R at the R-hand 
fingerpost through gate. 
Continue parallel to road, pass 
L of trees, straight across next 
field to go R, L to lane. Cross 
and go L. Reach T-junction.

56½ miles/10.6km 
Go L with care. Go R; cross 

roads, up steps joining Russell’s 
Slip which you follow across 
minor junctions. At main road 
by church, cross diagonally L 
up Gray’s Lane. Turn R down 
Braun’s Alley, before Westfield 
Lane, cross main road, then 
along Nun’s Close; keep 
forward alongside shops  
and through passage. R into 
square, L and L again to church. 
Continue R then L alongside 
lake. At end, turn R to main road.

67½ miles/11.8km 
Turn L, R at crossing, up  

on L of 2 surfaced paths. Cross 
road, keep forward onto fenced 
path. Continue across next road 
then go L. At bend keep ahead 
on Pine Hill Path. At junction  
go R onto recreation ground, 
diagonally L to path in corner. 

Fork L along backs of houses, 
forward at junction, over 
railway, through subway. Turn 
R. Immediately after school, go 
L. Go R at end, crossing drive 
to find path at end of houses, 
go L. Eventually fork R past 
gate. Before road, go R across 
recreation area, keep straight, 
past basketball court to gap  
in hedge to path. 

79¾ miles/15.4km 
Go R. Go through second 

of gates, R on waymarked 
Nature Reserve path. Emerge to 
continue on track to cross lane. 

Go under railway, reach road, 
go R. Go R at roundabout; after  
few metres L. L field edge path 
goes under road; just before 
footbridge, fork R over stile.  
At farm track, go L over bridge. 
Go straight up field, cross drive, 
continue back to the start.  

Continue on this wide path as  
it loops back to main perimeter 
track. Turn R and start walking 
past Greenham Business Park 
on R. Go L at next track 
junction to reach historic 
runway, the small surviving 
chunk of a runway that 
stretched almost two miles.

3 2¾ miles/4.6km 
Return to perimeter track 

beside business park and turn 
L to continue east. Soon after 
last building, turn hard round 
to R to pass through gate and 
follow path through edge of 
industrial estate to road. Turn L, 
then L again when you reach 
t-junction. As you approach 
roundabout bear L to enter 
Greenham Peace Garden,  
built on the site of the 
Women’s Peace Camp. 

4 3¾ miles/6.2km 
Retrace your steps back  

to common and turn R to 
continue east on perimeter 
path onto Crookham Common. 
When path splits into parallel 
tracks, keep to the L one, later 
curving L to join another track 
and reach a fork ahead. Go L, 
then R at next fork, on fainter 
path towards woods. When 
you meet a broader track,  
turn R and follow as it curves 
round to parallel the road  
and reach a gate on L. 

5 5¾ miles/9.2km 
Go through and cross road 

to take bridleway ahead down 
the hill. Follow track down over 

river and through farmyard 
beyond, and then on to cross 
bridge over Kennet & Avon 
canal to towpath on far bank.

6 6½ miles/10.5km 
Turn L and walk along 

towpath for 1½ miles/2.5km, 
passing a lock and going under 
railway. Continue ahead over 
footbridge and past another 
lock to reach bridge over  
river on L.

7 8 miles/13km 
Cross bridge and go ahead 

to tarmac lane. Turn L to walk 
back under railway and keep  
R at split beyond, signed 
footpath. Follow round to R 
with views along Newbury 

racecourse, keeping ahead  
with track over stile and all  
the way up the hill to meet  
a road. Cross carefully and  
go up bank opposite, through 
gate onto common. Bear R 
towards control tower, keep  
R at next junction and just past 
gate, turn R again through 
trees. Continue through gate 
marked Greenham Common 
and back to car park.  

06 05hertfordshire
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uOS Explorer map 193 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 158 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop

sou
th

 e
a

st

sou
th

 e
a

st

©
C

r
o

w
n

 C
o

P
y

r
ig

h
t

 2
0

20
 o

r
d

n
a

n
C

e
 S

u
r

v
e

y.
 M

e
d

ia
 0

21
/2

0

©
C

r
o

w
n

 C
o

P
y

r
ig

h
t

 2
0

20
 o

r
d

n
a

n
C

e
 S

u
r

v
e

y.
 M

e
d

ia
 0

21
/2

0

1

6

2

7

3

4

5

start

1

6

2

7

3

4

5

start

©
 C

ountry w
alking S

p
ring

 20
20

View the walk on 
os MaPs online:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
In assocIatIon wIth

View the walk on 
os MaPs online:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
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