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uDistance: 10½ miles/16.8km uTime: 5 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 8 miles/13km uTime: 3½ hours uGrade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY…  
JULIE ROYLE
Benson, Ewelme, 
Warborough, Berrick 

Salome and Shillingford are  
all visited in the course of  
this walk linking the Thames 
valley with the western edge 
of the Chilterns. Each village 
has its share of lovely houses, 
while a feature of Benson  
is the profusion of flowers 
cascading out from gardens 
into the streets. In summer, 
great swathes of hollyhocks 
make it truly enchanting, and 
further charm is bestowed by 
the clear waters of a brook 
flowing alongside High Street. 
The brook links Benson to 
Ewelme, a delightful village 
most notable for one splendid 
architectural group, 

comprising church, school  
and almshouses, built 1435-50 
by the Duke and Duchess of 
Suffolk, William and Alice  
de la Pole. Alice was the 
granddaughter of Geoffrey 
Chaucer, and the daughter of 
Thomas Chaucer. Thomas, who 
fought at Agincourt, became 
Constable of Wallingford 
Castle, Steward of the Chiltern 
Hundreds and Speaker of the 
House of Commons. He and 
his wife Matilda are buried  
in the church and Alice lies 
nearby, beneath an elaborate 
alabaster tomb. Outside,  
in the churchyard, a simple 
headstone is dedicated to 
Jerome K Jerome, author of 
the comic Thames travelogue, 
Three Men in a Boat, and his 
wife Ettie.

CHOSEN BY…  
ABIGAIL  HAMILTON-
THOMPSON
This pleasant circuit  

starts near Whipsnade Tree 
Cathedral, an arboretum in the 
shape of a church, designed  
by Edmond Blyth as an act of 
‘faith, hope and reconciliation’ 
after the First World War.  
The route explores some  
of Chilterns’ chalk escarpment 
before passing the popular 
Dunstable Downs Visitor 
Centre, with scenic views 
across Aylesbury Vale, and 
then explores the attractive 
Chiltern countryside past the 
Kensworth Chalk Pit, Studham 
church and the outskirts of 
Whipsnade Zoo. Look out for 
orchids and chalkhill blue 
butterflies along the way. 

1 Start 
Exit the car park towards  

the tree cathedral and keep  
L onto a footpath through  
a field. Soon reach a bridleway, 
turn R. Keep ahead until you 
reach open views across the 
Vale. Go R following the trail 
along the contour to reach  
a windcatcher near the 
Chilterns Gateway visitor 
centre.

2 1¼ miles/2.3km 
Keep ahead past the 

beacon to reach the little  
car park. Cross road, take  
the metalled footpath straight 
ahead. Soon R and then R 
again with fence and quarry  
on L. At road, go R then  
shortly L into woodland.  
Follow this into a field.  ➥ ➥

Keep ahead on path, soon 
downhill into valley and  
then into woodland.
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ROUTE
Start/parking Bus stops 
and roadside parking near 
Benson Waterfront by 
junction of A4074 with 
Church Road, grid ref 
SU614915, OX10 6SJ
Is it for me? Good paths, 
tracks & green lanes 
through mostly arable 
land
Stiles 2

PLANNING
Nearest town  
Wallingford
Refreshments Choice at 
Benson; Ewelme Store/
Café & Shepherd’s Hut 
(pub) at Ewelme; 
Chequers Inn at Berrick 
Salome; Six Bells & Aisha 
Stores at Warborough; 
Kingfisher Inn at 
Shillingford
Public toilets None
Public transport Thames 
Travel X38/X39/X40 
Oxford-Reading buses
Maps OS Explorer 171; 
Landranger 164

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking  
Whipsnade Tree Cathedral 
car park, grid ref TL007181, 
postcode LU6 2GY
Is it for me? Paths, tracks 
and lanes. Can get muddy 
in wet seasons
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town  
Dunstable
Refreshments  
Dunstable Downs  
Visitor Centre (01582 
500920), The Bell 
Studham (01582 872460; 
thebellinstudham.co.uk)
Public toilets Dunstable 
Downs Visitor Centre
Public transport Bus 40 
from Dunstable runs 
through Whipsnade 
village (centrebus.info)
Maps OS Explorer 182; 
Landranger 166

PLAN YOUR WALKAylesbury Vale from 
Dunstable Downs.

The almshouse gardens 
from Ewelme churchyard.
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3 2½ miles/4.2km  
Ignore kissing gate ahead 

at edge of woodland, go L up 
steep steps. Through kissing 
gate, then immediately R.  
At a gap in trees go R, follow 
the edge of the field then  
soon up steps and follow  
L edge of field to reach lane. 
Turn L on lane past church. 
Over a road triangle then 
immediately fork R on lane.

4 3¾ miles/6km 
At a bend in lane, go 

ahead on path down into valley 
and up into an enclosed path 
that leads to a road. Straight 

over onto drive, soon take  
path that runs alongside drive 
before bearing R into a field 
and then on an enclosed path 
that leads to a track. Keep 
ahead to lane. Turn L.

5 5 miles/8km 
At road junction go R then 

L on footpath opposite layby. 
Fork L, passing private gardens 
on R. Ignore turn offs, keep 
ahead, soon on enclosed path 
into woodland to reach 
Dunstable Road. Turn L then 
soon R on path through kissing 
gate. Straight over another 
path to reach lane.

6 6¼ miles/10km 
Turn R then immediately 

fork R onto Church Lane.  
Soon L on bridleway. Keep 
ahead for 1 mile. Turn L on 
tarmac path and keep ahead  
to reach Whipsnade Green. 
Cross over road and take  
track to reach car park.   

1 Start   
Follow Church Road into 

Benson. Turn R at Castle 
Square and proceed along  
High Street, then on towards 
Ewelme, ignoring turnings. 
There is a roadside footpath  
all the way. Soon after Fifield 
Manor, and just before a 
footbridge, take bridleway L. 
After 100m take footpath R. 
Follow it to Cottesmore Lane 
then continue on path 
opposite. Turn R at next lane 
then join road and cross to 
bridleway almost opposite. 
Keep straight on at junction 
then join driveway (The Hyde) 
and proceed to cul-de-sac 
(Chaucer Court) at Ewelme. 
Turn R to lane then R to  
village shop and pond.

2 2½ miles/4km 
Turn L on The Street, then 

soon L at Burrows Hill, up to 
churchyard. Take path almost 
opposite, which shares Church 
Barn driveway for a few metres 
before forking R. Go straight on 
at junction, across field, then  
L on restricted byway. Turn  
L at lane then R on another 
restricted byway. At junction 
turn R, staying on byway and 
ignoring next footpath L. Walk 
to B4009, take lane opposite 
and shortly fork L on bridleway. 
Follow it for 1 mile to cross-
paths.

3 5 miles/8km 
Turn L, follow bridleway  

to lane and continue opposite. 
Turn R at next lane to meet 
road at Berrick Salome. Take 
Green Lane opposite. Proceed 
to waymarked junction and 
take bridleway L, crossing  
large meadow, then R in next 

meadow. Follow boundary until 
you have passed a tiny wood 
then take bridleway R, leaving 
field-edge route. Keep straight 
on at next junction, after 
Ladybrook Copse, and proceed 
to Warborough. Keep straight 
on past the green or go 
diagonally across. Either way, 
turn L on footpath by main 
road. Go straight on when  
road bends L. Cross A4074 at 
Shillingford and go straight on, 
joining Thames Path, which 
leads to Rivermead Park at 
Benson, close to start.  

06 05BEDFORDHSIRE
WHIPSNADE
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BENSON

uOS Explorer map 182 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 171 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
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