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03 04DORSET/WILTSHIRE
ASHMORE

EAST SUSSEX
DITCHLING COMMON & BEACON

uDistance: 5½ miles/8.9km uTime: 2 ¾ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 9¾ miles/15.5km uTime: 5 hours uGrade: ModerateSO
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CHOSEN BY…  
ROBERT HESKETH
This pleasing walk 
explores the fields 

and woodland of Cranborne 
Chase on the Dorset/Wiltshire 
border with fine views over 
rolling chalk hills and valleys. 
Still relatively remote and 
unspoiled, the Chase is now 
recognized as an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
As its name implies, it was 
long a favoured hunting area, 
drawing royalty, including 
Kings John, Henry VIII and 
James I, to pursue deer and 
boar over the downs. Ashmore 
is Dorset’s highest village with 
an elevation of 219m (over 
700ft). One of Dorset’s  
most attractive villages, it is 
clustered around its clay lined 

pond, a magnet for dragonflies 
and birds, particularly 
swallows. Creating a ready 
supply of water would always 
have been a necessity on the 
high chalk, with the water 
table far below and no nearby 
rivers or streams. Ashmore’s 
name signifies ‘pool where  
ash trees grow’ from the Old 
English words aesc and mere, 
a clear indication of the age 
and importance of the pond.  
As there is much evidence of 
prehistoric settlement around 
Cranborne Chase, including 
burial mounds, earthworks and 
lost villages it is very possible 
that the pond originated long 
before the Anglo-Saxon 
settlement, when Ashmore 
was already a small but 
thriving community, recorded 

CHOSEN BY…  
FIONA BARLTROP
Situated to the east 
of Burgess Hill, 

Ditchling Common Country 
Park is a popular area of 
common land, well used  
by local walkers. It is at its 
loveliest in the spring when 
carpeted in bluebells with the 
blackthorn and hawthorn 
blossom out too. There’s a  
1-mile waymarked nature trail 
round it, which takes in the 
various habitats – a worthwhile 
optional addition to the main 
walk. There are more bluebells, 
as well as wood anemones,  
to enjoy in nearby Blackbrook 
Wood, which this route takes 
you through, thereafter 
heading to the South Downs. 
A bridleway that angles up the 

cowslip-speckled slopes above 
a distinctive ‘V’ stand of trees 
(planted in 1887 to celebrate 
Queen Victoria’s golden 
jubilee) is followed to the top. 
Then there’s an exhilarating 
stretch along the ridge, with a 
return via the charming village 
of Ditchling (home to the late 
Dame Vera Lynn). 

1 Start  
From top R corner of car 

park bear R gently up grass/
path towards trees and turn R 
at T-junction, then R at crossing 
track to road. Cross and 
continue along track opposite. 
After house on L and before 
gate bear L along grassy path 
to pass stile and fingerpost 
with Sussex Border Path (SBP) 
waymarks on R. Continue to ➥ ➥

as possessing ten villagers  
and six smallholders in 
Domesday Book (1086).
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ROUTE
Start/parking 
Ashmore Forest parking 
area on lane 1 mile 
south-west of Ashmore; 
grid ref ST897167, nearest 
postcode SP5 5AE
Is it for me? Mainly level or 
gently sloping, one short, 
steep ascent. Signed 
paths, but attention 
needed to directions  
at path junctions
Stiles 1

PLANNING
Nearest town  
Shaftesbury
Refreshments Nearest is 
King John Inn, Tollard 
Royal (01725 516207; 
kingjohninn.co.uk)
Public toilets None
Public transport  
None suitable
Maps OS Explorer 118; 
Landrangers 184 & 194

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Folders 
Lane East car park, BN6 
8SQ, grid ref TQ335181
Is it for me? Mostly easy 
walking with one big 
ascent/descent; return 
along waymarked Sussex 
Border Path. Longer 
option is additional 1¼ 
miles/2km. Ditchling 
Comon Nature Trail: 
dragonfly waymarks on 
posts. Dry conditions 
recommended
Stiles 12

PLANNING 
Nearest town Burgess Hill
Refreshments Green Welly 
café, Nutmeg Tree tea 
room, Bull Inn and White 
Horse, all in Ditchling
Public toilets Ditchling 
village car park
Public transport Buses 167 
& 168 from Burgess Hill 
stop at Ditchling Common, 
compass-travel.co.uk
Maps OS Explorer OL11; 
Landranger 198

PLAN YOUR WALKAshmore’s dragonfly- 
strafed village pond.

The nature trail is home to  
bluebells and wood anemones.
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Spatham Lane near road 
junction. Cross and keep ahead 
along verge of Middleton 
Common Lane, soon turning  
R along footpath through 
Blackbrook Wood. 

2 1¼ miles/2km 
At far end turn R along 

bridleway, soon emerging from 
trees, view of South Downs in 
distance. Bridleway, which is 
followed all the way to the foot 
of the Downs, takes you under 
railway line, across a footbridge 
and a little further on becomes 
a tarmac lane leading to 
Hayleigh Farm. Keep ahead  
at intersection now on a track. 
In the distance you should  
be able to spot the ‘V’ tree 
plantation on the Downs. Track 
becomes tree-enclosed but 
with views again approaching 
road, B2116. 

3 3⅔ miles/5.8km 
Turn briefly R then cross 

road and follow bridleway 
opposite. After going through  
a gate route continues up slopes 
of lovely open grassy downland 
(look out for cowslips) with 
ever-improving views. Path 
curves round above V to reach 
top at gate and junction with 
South Downs Way.

4 4½ miles/7km 
Turn R on other side of 

gate and follow SDW to road, 
car park and Ditchling Beacon 
on other side. For longer 
option continue along SDW for 
a little under 1¼ miles, turning 

R through gate just before 
brow to join SBP there bearing 
R downhill and on to Ditchling. 

5 5½ miles/8.7km 
Turn R down bridleway 

beside road on L. At bottom 
turn L along lane and next R 
and follow bridleway north 
ignoring turnings to L. Cross 
B2116, continue along East End 
Lane to High Street and turn R. 

6 7½ miles/11.8km 
Take next R, East Gardens, 

rejoining SBP, followed north 
back to Ditchling Common. 
When lane bends R and 
surfaced track keeps ahead 
continue on narrow enclosed 

path to L of drive, soon turning 
R through kissing gate. Follow 
waymarked paths across and 
alongside fields, passing  
Mac’s Farm. In due course you 
emerge in bottom R corner of 
field. Path bears slightly L uphill 
to cross bridge over railway. On 
other side keep straight ahead 
to gate at far end, and retrace 
initial steps to start.  

1Start 
 Facing lane, turn very sharp 

R up steep signed bridleway 
with fence on your L. Reaching 
path junction at top of slope, 
turn L through gate and follow 
upper field edges.

21 mile/1.6km 
Reaching lane, continue 

ahead to Manor Farm Dairy. 
Turn L onto public footpath 
and R 50m ahead at gate. 
Follow footpath behind church. 
Exit via stile. Follow path ahead 
through gates. Turn sharp R 
and follow lane to village pond.  

31¾ miles/2.9km 
Take lane south-west  

past memorial and church.  
Turn L onto broad stony track 
(Halfpenny Lane) signed 
‘Ashmore Wood’. Ignore side 
turnings. Continue ahead at 
signs for ‘Ashmore Wood’,  
then ‘Great Peaky Coppice’.

43½ miles/5.5km 
At T-junction of paths at 

far side of Ashmore Wood, turn 
R ‘Great Peaky Coppice’ on 
Wessex Ridgeway.

54 miles/6.5km 
Reaching a junction of  

four paths, turn R and keep  
the fence on your L until  
you reach path division at  
a metal gate. Do not turn  
uphill, but keep R along  
level bridleway. Ignore the 

Stony Bottom turning. 
Continue ahead at following 
track junctions through 
Stubhampton Bottom.  
Ignore side paths. Follow  
main track to start.  

04 03EAST SUSSEX
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uOS Explorer map OL11 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 118 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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TRAIL

EXTENSION

VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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