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13 14essex/suffolk
DeDham Vale

lincolnshire
tealby & Walesby

uDistance: 7¼ miles/11.65km uTime: 3½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 7 miles/ 11.45km  uTime: 4 hours uGrade: Moderate
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chosen by…  
phoebe taplin
John Constable 
painted 

quintessentially English 
landscapes and on this route 
you can walk right through 
them. Take a look at the fine 
medieval stone carving in St 
Mary’s, Lawford and visit the 
National Trust’s Flatford Mill 
by the River Stour.

1 Start 
From railway station, turn  

R past brick house. At start of 
bottom car park, turn L onto 
path signed Dedham. Turn R 
and soon L again onto path 
signed Lawford. Continue to  
St Mary’s church. Walk through 
churchyard (look inside at 
14th-century stone carving in 

chancel) and exit through far 
gate onto lane. You are now on 
the Essex Way; follow poppy 
waymarks for next 3½ miles. 

2 ½ mile/0.8km 
Keep ahead through car 

park. Take path from far R 
corner and continue around 
field. Turn R on lane and follow 
it L. Fork L and follow path L 
through gate. Continue on path 
and turn L through gate past 
houses. Keep straight on track 
past barns and follow it R. Fork 
R, past cottage, and R again  
at waymark, past wood store. 
Follow path through woods, 
then over stiles and railway.

3 1¾ miles/2.8km 
Go over third stile, through 

kissing gate and straight up 

chosen by…  
arnold 
underwood
This walk uses paths 

linking the picturesque villages 
of Tealby and Walesby in the 
Lincolnshire Wolds AONB. 
Tealby is said to be the 
prettiest village in Lincolnshire. 
The rolling Wolds landscape 
around Walesby has in recent 
years been given over to deer 
parks and footpaths across 
this area have to pass through 
gates in the high deer fences. 
The route passes the hilltop All 
Saints Church overlooking 
Walesby. This church had 
become derelict in the early 
1900s following the building 
of the more convenient St 
Mary’s Church in the village. 
All Saint’s was rescued and 

restored in the 1930s  
and, with its new windows 
dedicated to travellers,  
has become known as  
the Ramblers Church.  
A Ramblers Service is  
held during the summer  
and a Carol Service by 
candlelight at Christmas.

1 Start 
From the Village Hall in 

Tealby turn R up road. Cross 
over B1203 to All Saints Church. 
Take farm road ahead then FP 
into field, passing farmhouse. 
Bear R across hilltop to gate  
in corner. Views L over 
Lincolnshire. Footpath diverted 
to avoid North Wold Farm. 
Follow diversion which bears  
R across field, then up field side 
onto minor single-track road. In ➥ ➥

field between paddocks.  Go 
through more gates and keep 
straight on path. Cross lane 
slightly R and continue on path 
to far gate. Turn R on lane, 
follow it L. Keep straight at 
bend on path, through gates 
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route
start/parking Manningtree 
station car park (£4.90 
off-peak day rate), co11 
2lh, grid ref TM093322
Is it for me? Good paths, 
tracks, lanes. Mud after rain
stiles 3

planning 
Nearest town Manningtree
Refreshments Pubs and 
tearooms in Dedham, 
including the sun inn 
opposite Dedham church.
Public toilets Dedham 
community centre; 
Manningtree station
Public transport Trains 
from london and norwich.
maps os explorer 196; 
landranger 168

plan your walk

route
start/parking Tealby 
Village hall (honesty box), 
Beck hill, ln8 3xs,  
grid ref Tf158908 
Is it for me? field paths, 
farm tracks and country 
lanes. some wet ground. 
Be aware of deer and 
sheep on hillsides
stiles 6

planning 
Nearest town  
Market rasen
Refreshments in Tealby 
– The kings head (Tel: 
01673 838347) or The 
olde Barn inn (Tel: 01673 
838304) and The Vintage 
Tearoom (01673 838261)
Public toilets Village hall 
(key in village shop)
Public transport Tealby is 
linked with Market rasen 
& louth by ‘callconnect’. 
seats must be booked by 
calling 0345 2343344, or 
www.lincsinterconnect.com 
maps os explorer 282; 
landranger 113

plan your walkall saints, or the ‘ramblers 
church’, near walesby.

Flatford mill across  
the River stour. 



✁

y
o

u
r

 r
a

t
in

g
D

a
t

e
 w

a
l

k
e

D
t

im
e

 ta
k

e
n

D
a

t
e

 w
a

l
k

e
D

t
im

e
 ta

k
e

n
y

o
u

r
 r

a
t

in
g

½ mile go L down farm track to 
Risby Manor. Follow track L 
then R through landscaped 
garden and down past Manor 
House. Here Viking Way 
crosses. 

22½ miles/4km 
Turn R at gate/stile to 

follow Viking Way, with its 
‘Viking helmet’ waymarks 
towards Walesby. Descend 
steep hillside to footbridge 
over stream and through gates 
in deer fence. This area is home 
to herds of deer. Pick your way 
up the other side through 
bushes where it can be muddy 
and made worse by the deer. 
Through gate in deer fence, 
cross track then through 
another tall gate. Cross area  
of grassland with more deer, 
towards the hilltop All Saints 
‘Rambler’s Church’ at Walesby.

3 3 miles/4.8km 
Continue past beacon 

down driveway into Walesby 
village. Bear R on road then L 
to find modern village hall on 
the corner. Take a moment or 
two to look at the information 
board about the village then 
continue up Otby Lane. Just 
past last house on L take a 
path heading across fields  
(for a slightly longer walk you 
can extend this loop by going 
further up the lane via Otby). 
Arrive at buildings and a 
junction of paths. Bear L down 
driveway to road and turn L 
back into Walesby. Take path  
R leading to St Mary’s Church.

4 4½ miles/7.2km 
After exploring church,  

exit onto road and turn L. 
When you are nearly back to 
where you were earlier take FP 
on R over wall stile and follow 
path down side of garden 
between hedges. Cross stile 
into farmland at bottom of 
hillside. Note the ‘Rambler’s 
Church’ on hilltop L. This area 
can be wet and boggy, so pick 
your way across aiming for a 
gate where you join a minor 
road. Walk along road for ½ 
mile. On a bend a FP sign on L 
redirects you into fields, but 
ignore this and continue on 
road for 50yds to Risby Lane. 

55¼ miles/8.4km 
Turn L and soon come 

across the footpath. Go R into 
fields, now probably occupied 
by Lincolnshire Longwool 
sheep. Follow field path along 

bottom of hillside passing 
below Castle Farm (currently 
derelict and for sale). With the 
buildings of Tealby in sight, 
take the L branch where the 
path forks to arrive in Tealby. 
Cross road and follow path 
down into village. Looking back 
you get a good view of the 
church overlooking the village. 
At the road turn L and walk 
along Front Street past 
tearoom to village hall. If you 
have time, it’s worth exploring 
more of this village – as well as 
the tearoom, there are a couple 
of pubs further down. 

and over footbridge. Continue 
on Anchor Lane and turn R on 
B1029 for 100m.

4 2¾ miles/4.5km 
Turn L at sign and follow 

path ahead. Continue down 
steps, through kissing gate and 
beside wicker fence. Follow 
path L past house and R on 
gravel track. Turn R on lane 
past Hunter’s Moon and L at 
sign down lane (Munnings Art 
Museum is R). Fork R past pink 
house, through gate onto path. 
Go on through gate, over 
bridge and diagonally R over 
field to another bridge and 
gate. Keep straight across 
fields, through small gate and 
on along fenced path. Turn R 

and L around sports field to 
pass between Community 
Centre and playground and 
emerge, near church, onto 
Dedham’s High Street.

5 4 miles/6.5km 
Cross over and keep 

straight along Mill Lane. 
Immediately after red brick 
mill, turn L on path, R over 
bridge, and R again on path 
beside water. Cross road and 
continue beside River Stour 
with water on R. Follow river L; 
turn R through gate and over 
bridge. Continue along river 
with water now on L. Opposite 
Flatford Mill Cottage, go 
through gate and continue 
along bank with river on L, 

passing landmarks from 
Constable’s paintings. 

6 5½ miles/9km 
Keep straight past old 

flood defence and continue, 
through gate, on permissive 
path to Manningtree. Turn  
L on embankment and follow 
main paths and signs for 
Manningtree to return to 
station. 
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uOS Explorer map 282 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 196 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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