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25 26HIGHLAND
THE NORTH FACE OF BEN NEVIS

ANGUS
CORRIE FEE

uDistance: 12½ miles/20.3km uTime: 6 hours uGrade: Challenging uDistance: 5 miles/8km uTime: 3 hours uGrade: Moderate
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CHOSEN BY…  
JENNY GILLIES
See another side of 
‘The Ben’ on this walk 

heading halfway up the UK’s 
highest mountain, taking in 
the grandeur of the North Face 
of Ben Nevis without scaling 
its precipitous heights. This 
circular walk gives a true tour 
of Ben Nevis, Glen Nevis and 
Fort William, passing ruined 
castles, distilleries, the old  
fort and finishing along  
the River Lochy.

1 Start  
Walk NE along river until  

the roundabout. Cross at the 
pedestrian crossing and enter 
the main entrance of the 
distillery. Bear L through 
buildings, then L just before 

Warehouse No.3 to join a track 
signed ‘Ben Nevis Access’. 
Cross a stile and continue up 
the glen on the excellent path.

21 mile/1.8km 
Turn L onto the track,  

then stay R at the first junction.  
As the track zigzags up the hill 
turn L twice at hairpin bends 
when tracks join. At 2½ miles 
after a bridge bear R, then  
turn R onto a track signed  
Ben Nevis Access. Cross  
a stile and continue up the  
glen on the excellent path, 
which becomes rougher on  
the approach to the CIC hut. 

3 5 miles/7.8km 
At the CIC mountaineering 

hut take time to enjoy the 
amphitheatre of the North  

CHOSEN BY…  
RALPH STORER
Glen Clova is one  
of the foremost 

examples of a glaciated valley 
in the UK. Its upper reaches 
form a great U-shaped trench, 
while glacial scouring of the 
steep hillsides on each side 
has left a number of hanging 
corries, from which streams 
tumble into the glen. At its 
head Glen Clova divides into 
two. The west branch is Glen 
Doll, whose forested lower 
reaches have an alpine 
appearance. Hidden above  
the forest, Corrie Fee National 
Nature Reserve is a green and 
peaceful haven enclosed by 
crags, backed by waterfalls 
and carpeted with green 
meadows and rare arctic-

alpine plants. Pick up leaflets 
at Glen Doll Ranger Base at 
the start of walk.

1 Start 
From car park continue 

straight on along Glen Doll 
forest road for 130m to fork  
at farm buildings. Branch L, 
signposted ‘Braemar via Jock’s 
Road 15ml’. Jock’s Road is  
a cross-country route that 
became famous when an 
historic court case of 1887 
declared it a Right of Way. 
Follow forest road for  
¼ mile to T-junction.

2 ¼ mile/0.5km 
Turn L to cross bridge over 

White Water. Reach another 
T-junction after 50m. Turn 
sharp R on path immediately ➥ ➥

before junction (red & white 
marker post). Path enters trees 
and reaches fork. Branch R (red 
& white marker). Path climbs 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Free 
parking at the Old 
Inverlocky Castle, 
Inverlochy, grid ref 
NN121754 
Is it for me? Tracks and 
path, some rough, rocky 
and steep. One stream 
crossing that may be 
difficult in spate.
Stiles 3

PLANNING
Nearest town Fort William
Refreshments The Ben 
Nevis Inn in Glen Nevis 
(01397 701227)
Public toilets Visitor 
Centre in Glen Nevis and 
in Fort William
Public transport Trains 
(www.scotrail.co.uk) and 
buses (www.citylink.co.uk) 
to Fort William stoping 
near point 8. Local buses 
linking Inverlochy with 
Fort William (www.
stagecoachbus.com)
Maps OS Explorer 392; 
Landranger 41

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Glen Doll 
Ranger Base and car park 
at end of Glen Clova road 
north of Kirriemuir (angus.
gov.uk, search on 
‘glendoll’), DD8 4QS,  
grid ref NO284761, 
Is it for me? Mostly easy 
on forest roads, but the 
final uphill section on a 
gravelly path can become 
muddy after rain
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Kirriemuir
Refreshments Glen Clova 
Hotel 4ml away (Clova.
com, Tel 01575 550 350), 
all facilities in Kirriemuir 
Public toilets  
24hr toilet at ranger base
Public transport None
Maps OS Explorer OL53; 
Landranger 64

PLAN YOUR WALKThe Allt a Mhullin path leading 
up into the heavens.

The ‘entrance’ to Corrie 
Fee Nature Reserve.

CHALLENGE 
WALK

    
    

    
  S

EE

  F
EATURE

    
ON PAGE 33

B

A



✁

Y
O

U
R

 R
A

T
IN

G
D

A
T

E
 W

A
L

K
E

D
T

IM
E

 TA
K

E
N

D
A

T
E

 W
A

L
K

E
D

T
IM

E
 TA

K
E

N
Y

O
U

R
 R

A
T

IN
G

beside waterfalls and rapids  
of White Water as it passes 
through narrows of Glen Doll 
between craggy hillsides of the 
Scorrie (L) and Craig Mellon 
(R). Gaps in the trees provide 
picnic spots and views along 
glen. Path reaches T-junction at 
Burn of Kilbo. Ignore L branch 
(red marker) and stay R (white 
marker) to cross burn on 
footbridge. Rejoin forest road 
left previously at second  
bridge over White Water.

3 1¼ miles/2km 
Turn L (blue & green 

marker). Forest road climbs 
away from White Water to Fee 
Burn and bears L along its near 
bank. At T-junction where R 
branch crosses burn (blue 
marker) keep straight on 
(green marker). Track passes 
waterfalls and climbs through 
forest towards cliffs bounding 

Corrie Fee. Continue to turning 
circle at road end and keep 
straight on along gravel path 
beside stream, passing 
occasional information panels. 
Path becomes rougher as it 
climbs to bridge over side 
stream, on far side of which is  
a notice that you are entering 
Corrie Fee National Nature 
Reserve. Climb last few steps to 
reach viewpoint at lip of corrie.

4 2 miles/3km 
Explore corrie. Descend 

the flight of wooden steps, 
erected to prevent erosion of 
unstable ground beneath, to 
reach corrie floor. Path crosses 
corrie beside meandering 
stream between hummocky 
glacial moraines. Go as far as 
Fee Waterfalls at the back 
before retracing steps to 
viewpoint. Note continuing 
path that climbs steeply to 

plateau beside waterfalls  
(a strenuous hill walk).

5 3 miles/5km 
Re-descend path and 

forest road to bridge over 
White Water, passing junction 
with outward (white) path. 

6 3¾ miles/6km 
Cross bridge and follow 

forest road along far side of 
river. After a few hundred 
metres Jock’s Road, signposted 
‘Braemar 14 miles’, branches L. 
Keep straight on along forest 
road back to car park.  

Face above. Retrace your  
steps 100m and cross to the 
opposite (L) side of the burn 
and join a rough path as it 
contours down then around  
the hillside. In spate the burn 
crossing might be difficult,  
or impossible, to cross. In this 
case retrace your steps to  
the beginning of the walk.

4 6¼ miles/10km 
The path levels off at a 

cairn, becomes unclear for a 
short distance, then climbs to 
join the main Ben Nevis path. 
Turn R to start your descent. 
Carry on straight ahead at  
8¼ miles when a path  
signed for Youth Hostel 
branches L.

5 9 miles/14.4km 
Just before the Ben Nevis 

Inn, go L by a cairn and cross a 

stile into a fenced track. Turn R, 
signposted Visitor’s Centre, at 
the river. Cross a footbridge 
into the car park and walk 
through it to reach the road.

6 9½ miles/15.3km 
Turn R at the road, crossing 

over to the pavement, then L at 
a waymarker onto a path. Walk 
straight ahead to a Forestry 
Commission car park. At the 
top of car park turn R to follow 
the sign for ‘Cow Hill and  
Town Centre’. The path climbs 
steadily around the side of the 
hill – stay straight ahead. After 
a viewpoint over Fort William 
the path descends steeply to 
emerge behind Leisure Centre. 

7 11 miles/17.7km 
In front of Leisure Centre 

cross the A82 and follow the 
road until you reach the railway 

station. Walk in front of it and 
across the supermarket car 
park, watching out for Great 
Glen Way signs on lamp posts.  
At the roundabout take the 
tarmacked path on its NE side.

8 11½ miles/18.5km 
Follow signs for Great Glen 

Way into Inverlochy, turning  
L after a bridge to walk along 
bank of River Lochy. When 
path joins a road turn L and 
follow road under railway 
bridge, finishing walk through 
Old Inverlochy Castle.  
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uOS Explorer map OL53 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 392 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
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