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17 18EAST YORKSHIRE
HUGGATE

NORTH YORKSHIRE
CONISTONE PIE

uDistance: 9 miles/14.4km uTime: 4½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 3¼ miles/5.2km  uTime: 1½ hours uGrade: EasyN
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CHOSEN BY…  
GARY RICHARDSON
A lovely walk through 
the rolling Wolds 

countryside, with a mixture  
of woodlands and dry chalk 
valleys. The views are stunning 
throughout, on a clear day it is 
possible to see York Minister, 
the Humber Bridge and the 
Flamborough Lighthouses  
on the walk, if you know  
where to look.

1 Start 
From the crossroads, go  

N along Stocks Hill, through  
the village, when the houses 
end keep on to a track leading 
off on the L. Keep R along the 
road, climbing over fields, then 
through an avenue of Cherry 
trees towards Northfield House. 

At the sign post at a fence 
corner, leave the road and  
go L along a grassy track  
to a gate overlooking  
Horse Dale. Go through  
it and follow the path  
sloping down to the R  
to some animal pens. 

2 1½ miles/2.4km 
Go through the gate and 

keep straight ahead climbing 
through Holme Dale. At the  
top where it forks, keep L 
climbing to reach a gate.  
Join the track here which  
is followed over fields to  
Wold House Farm. Keep  
R between buildings as  
you enter the yard, then  
go diagonally L across the  
next yard onto a track, go  
R along this to York Lane.

CHOSEN BY…  
DENNIS KELSALL
Conistone Pie –  
is that with chips  

or custard? Wrong on both 
counts; it is a small, but 
nevertheless impressive 
outcrop of rock, which 
provides a stunning view 
across the Wharfedale Valley 
to the overhanging bulge of 
Kilnsey Crag. But it is not just 
the outstanding panorama 
that is the attraction of this 
walk, for the route up to it 
follows one of the prettiest 
trails in the area. The path 
climbs out of the tiny village  
of Conistone through a narrow 
break in the cliffs behind;  
a now-dry valley stepped  
with empty waterfalls where 
cascades once flowed. In 

places, the walls comes  
so close together that you  
can touch both sides at once, 
but in contrast it also widens 
enough part-way up to 
accommodate a sloping 
meadow. Although only  
a short walk, it is definitely  
one to linger over. 

1 Start 
Head across a bridge 

spanning the River Wharfe  
into the village, bearing L at 
the small triangular enclosure 
containing the Maypole.  
As the lane then bends L,  
leave ahead and keep R  
past cottages to find a  
gate at the top by the  
Old School House, from  
which a path is signed  
into Conistone Dib. ➥ ➥

3 4 miles/6.4km 
Go R along the road  

to a T-junction, leave the  
road and go L down into  
trees along a track. Leave  
the track by keeping R onto a 
path, follow this first through 
trees, then over fields to join  
a track in the bottom of 

2 ¼ mile/400m 
The path rises on into the 

narrowing gorge, clambering 
up a succession of limestone 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Park in 
Huggate village, limited 
roadside parking, grid ref 
SE881552 (YO42 1YH)
Is it for me? Generally 
easy walking over the 
rolling Wolds hills.  
Stiles 6

PLANNING
Nearest town Driffield 
Refreshments The Wolds 
Inn, Tel: 01377 288217   
www.woldsinn.co.uk
Public toilets Driffield 
Public transport None
Maps OS Explorer 294; 
Landranger 106

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Roadside 
parking on lane west  
of Conistone village,  
grid ref SD 977674
Is it for me? Generally 
easy rocky paths with a 
couple of short, steeper 
sections; some easy 
scrambling for kids 
Suitable for Most active 
walkers
Stiles 1

PLANNING
Nearest town Grassington
Refreshments Tennant 
Arms at Kilnsey (Tel: 01756 
753 946) and Kilnsey Park 
Café (Tel: 01756 752 150)
Public toilets None
Public transport Bus stop 
on lane past Kilnsey
Maps OS Explorer OL2; 
Landranger 98

PLAN YOUR WALKLooking south-west 
along Horse Dale.

The Dib from  
Scot Gate Lane.
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steps over which water  
once tumbled in shallow falls. 
Higher up, the valley sides 
move back to allow a couple  
of small meadows. Keep going, 
the way shortly closing in again 
for another short scramble into 
the upper valley. At the top,  
a rocky platform on the L gives 
a truly spectacular view back 
down the gorge. Just beyond, 
leave through a gate on the R. 
Walk around to the L above the 
top of the gorge to pick up the 
Dales Way and follow it L to 
another gate.

3 1 mile/1.6km 
Through that, the crossing 

track is Scot Gate Lane, an  
old moorland trackway from 

Nidderdale. To the L, it is  
the eventual way back. 
However, for the time being, 
keep ahead with the Dales 
Way, which runs on above  
Hill Castles Scar, while over  
to the R is an area of limestone 
pavement worth investigating. 
As the impressive outcrop of 
Conistone Pie comes into view 
ahead, the path closes with a 
wall. Clamber over a stile and  
bear L to your objective.

4 1½ miles/2.4km 
After enjoying the superb 

view across the higher reaches 
of Wharfedale, retrace your 
steps to Scot Gate Lane  
and follow it down to the R. 
The way winds easily off the 

hill, later steepening as it  
drops from Wassa Hill and 
offering a final glimpse  
across into the Dib.

5 2¾ miles/4.4km 
Eventually emerging onto  

a lane, go L past St Mary’s 
Church back into the village. 
The bridge and parking are 
around to the R.  

Greenwick Dale. Go L along 
this and follow it through  
Tun Dale, keeping R into 
Frendale to reach a road.

4 6 miles/9.6km 
Turn L along the road  

for a short distance, then  
R through a gate to climb 
steeply up the side of Pasture 
Dale. At a gate above Nettle 
Dale, don’t descend, keep L 
along the fenceline and follow 
this around the top of Nettle 
Dale to a stile. Cross this and 
go L along a track, follow this 
over fields to a lane opposite 
Cobdale Cottage. Go across  
the road and through a gate  

to the L of the cottage onto 
another wide track, Hawold 
Bridle Road. Keep along this 

over fields as it slowly 
descends towards Keasey Dale, 
to join Mill Lane. Go L along 
this and follow it back into 
Huggate village.  

18 17NORTH YORKSHIRE
CONISTONE PIE
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uOS Explorer map OL2 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 294 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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The portion 
sizes at The 
Wolds Inn in 

Huggate (see Plan 
Your Walk). The 
home-made steak  
pie or rack of lamb 
make it the perfect 
place for post-walk 
refreshments.

DON’T MISS...


