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uDistance: 8 miles/12.9km uTime: 4 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 8 miles/12.8km uTime: 4½ hours uGrade: ModerateN
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CHOSEN BY…  
GARY RICHARDSON
A lovely walk in the 
north of the North 

York Moors National Park. The 
first half of the walk is through 
the valley bottom, following 
tracks paralleling the railway 
line, between Danby in 
Commondale. The second  
part is in complete contrast, 
returning over the tops of  
the heather moorlands,  
giving extensive views  
over the moors. 

1 Start 
From the village centre, 

head W along the road to 
Castleton, follow this until just 
after the entrance to Winsley 
Hill Farm, where a track goes 
off to the L over open ground. 

Leave the road here and go L 
along the track, first over open 
ground, which can be wet, then 
into the woods of Danby Park. 
Keep on through these, exiting 
via a gate, then ahead along 
the track to pass close to some 
houses. Keep straight ahead  
to reach a road. 

2 1½ miles/2.4km 
Go R along the road, 

climbing to where it turns. 
Leave the road here and go L 
along a gravel track, sign-
posted to Commondale. Keep 
along this track passing Box 
Hall, at Cobble Hall, keep R and 
climb up to trees. Pass through 
these and then on over fields 
before dropping down beside 
Foul Green to a road near to 
the railway station. Go R along  

CHOSEN BY…  
GEOFF HOLLAND
Once home to 
Tyneside industrialist 

and philanthropist Sir Arthur 
Munro Sutherland, Hethpool 
House guards the vehicular 
entrance to the magnificent 
College Valley. Rising high  
on the Cheviot plateau, the 
College Burn is surrounded by 
a multitude of grass-carpeted 
hills stretching to the Anglo/
Scottish border. On this 
beautiful undulating walk  
you will enjoy a tasty slice of 
everything which makes this 
area, on the northern edge of 
the Northumberland National 
Park, so extra special.

1 Start 
Turn R out of car park and 

follow road, passing fine Arts & 
Crafts style cottages on L, until 
the second bend. Turn L signed 
‘St Cuthbert’s Way’ then 
quickly R signed ‘Ring Chesters 
2’. Carefully follow ‘Hillforts 
Trail’ marker posts.

2 1 mile/1.5km 
Immediately beyond two 

standing stones, cross stile and 
continue with marker posts. 
Approaching part-harvested 
plantation, ignore map-marked 
Permissive Footpath’ staying 
with marker posts to step stile. 
Cross over keeping with wall/
fence on L to small gate in 
corner. Go through.

3 2¼ miles/3.5km 
Bear R on path through 

part-felled plantation following ➥ ➥
the road into Commondale 
village and a T-junction.

occasional marker posts, 
eventually turning L downhill 
Step over stile and immediately 
head up facing slope to .
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ROUTE
Start/parking Danby 
village, limited roadside 
parking, YO21 2LY,  
grid ref NZ707086
Is it for me? Generally 
easy walking over the 
heather moorlands. 
Sometimes on road.
Stiles 1

PLANNING
Nearest town  
Whitby 
Refreshments  
The Duke of Wellington, 
West Lane, Danby 
(01287 6603517)
Public toilets  
None on route 
Public transport  
DR10 bus from Whitby  
– this is a Demand 
Responsive Service,  
so book well ahead
Tel: 01947 602982
Maps OS Landranger 94, 
OS Explorer 26

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Hethpool 
College Valley, NE71 6TW, 
grid ref NT894280        
Is it for me? This is an 
undulating walk mainly on 
obvious paths and tracks 
with none of the ascents 
and descents being 
excessively steep. Good 
navigational skills needed. 
Stiles 4

PLANNING
Nearest town Wooler
Refreshments Wooler
Public toilets Wooler
Public transport None 
other than infrequent 
buses to Wooler (6 miles 
from the start) from 
Alnwick and Berwick both 
of which have mainline 
train stations  
Maps OS Explorer OL42; 
Landranger 74

PLAN YOUR WALKBeautiful countyside on 
the way to Commondale.

Getting away from it all 
in Northumberland.
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grass-covered ramparts of Iron 
Age hillfort. Continue across 
top, descending to track. Turn L 
downhill to shallow ford and 
then metal gate. At ‘Border 
Ridge’ signpost, turn R past 
Elsdonburn farm.

4 3¾ miles/6km 
When track splits, take  

L spur over lower slopes of  

Ell’s Knowe with trees on R.  
Go through five bar gate and 
head straight on, aiming for  
the highest point. When the 
fence is reached, keep this  
on the L to reach cairn on 
Madam Law. Stay with fence 
downhill. Now turn sharp L 
through gate to fence corner. 

5 5 miles/8km 
Continue straight ahead  

on the green track taking care, 
approaching the stone sheep 
fold, to take R spur downhill  
to Trowupburn. Keep L of  
the white-walled cottage  
to join rising Tarmac single 
track road. Prior to strand  
of trees on R of road, turn  
R to small stile. 

6 6¼ miles/10km 
Cross stile and follow 

‘Hillforts Trail’ marker posts 
uphill passing through the 
tumbled ramparts of Iron  
Age hillfort to reach cairned 
summit. Continue with the 
marker posts downhill 
eventually turning R at  
the saddle to descend,  
with plantation on L, to road.  
Turn L to reach Hethpool.  

3 3½ miles/5.6km 
Go R at the junction and 

climb along the road out of  
the village, it’s steep at first, 
but soon levels out. Continue 
along the road to another 

T-junction on Three Howes 
Rigg. Cross the road and go 
straight ahead along a sandy 
track. Follow this over Haw 
Rigg, then descend slightly 
over a wet area, then climb 
again onto Siss Cross Hill.  
Keep on until a rough track 
comes in from the L, soon  
after this a marker post  
on the R is reached.  

4 6¼ miles/10km 
Go R along a peaty path 

through the heather, which  
can be wet in places. Follow 
this over Danby Low Moor. 
After passing Siss Cross,  

which gives great views over 
Danby Dale, the path descends 
gently down towards Danby.  
It can be very muddy in places 
here, but the road is soon 
reached. Go R along it and 
follow it downhill back  
into the village.  
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uOS Explorer map OL48 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 94 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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Book a meal  
at The Duke of 
Wellington 

pub in Danby for  
your return, or relax 
outside with a drink 
in the afternoon sun.
(Tel: 01287 660351.)

DON’T MISS...

The beautiful 
Arts & Crafts 
style cottages 

at Hethpool. Built in 
1926 by Robert 
Mauchlen.

DON’T MISS...
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GET THIS WALK  
ON YOUR PHONE: 

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OS MAPS
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