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15 16LANCASHIRE
TOLKIEN TRAIL (RIBBLE VALLEY)

CUMBRIA
CAT BELLS

uDistance: 6¾ miles/10.9km uTime: 3½ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 4¾ miles/7.6km  uTime: 2½ hours uGrade: ModerateN
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CHOSEN BY…  
DENNIS KELSALL
Two of JRR Tolkien’s 
sons spent time at 

Stonyhurst College, the eldest 
training for the priesthood  
and subsequently another as  
teacher. Consequently, Tolkien 
was a frequent visitor and the 
locality perhaps inspired 
elements of Middle Earth in 
the Lord of the Rings trilogy. 
Hacking Ferry might be 
Buckleberry Ferry, while  
the River Shirebourn and  
the Shire itself remember the 
Shireburns, one-time owners 
of the estate. In the real world, 
Cromwell’s Bridge is a fine 
16th-century packhorse 
bridge, Stonyhurst College, 
developed from the 
Shireburn’s original mansion, 

is a splendid sight and the 
impressive bulk of Pendle  
Hill is a recurring backdrop 
inviting further exploration  
of this hauntingly beautiful 
corner of Lancashire.

1 Start 
Head from the War Memorial 

opposite the Shireburn Arms 
along Warren Fold. Entering a 
field at the end, keep with the  
L hedge to a gate in the corner. 
Through that, go R, initially 
beside the hedge and on past 
an isolated tree to the far side. 
Ignoring the gate, follow the 
hedge R. Continue from field  
to field, shortly dipping 
through a fold. After rising 
beyond, drift across to join  
the R fence, which leads  
to a gate in the corner.

CHOSEN BY…  
PHILIP THOMAS
‘A family fell,’ as 
Wainwright dubbed 

it, ‘where grandmothers and 
infants can climb the heights 
together,’ Cat Bells is a 
fantastic introduction to 
hillwalking in the Lake District. 
A popular peak, it offers a 
brief but exciting outing to the 
top; and come winter it’s not 
out of bounds to the ordinary 
walker. Though modest in 
height at 451m, Cat Bells feels 
like a true mountain, both 
when seen from afar, and as 
you’re scrambling up and 
along the ridge to the ‘shapely 
topknot’ at its summit. With 
due care, it’s an attainable 
objective for curtailed daylight 
hours, rewarding intrepid 

winter walkers with 
spectacular views over 
Derwent Water and of the 
snowcapped fells around it. 
Leaving the summit, our route 
then drops down to the lake, 
completing a satisfying circuit 
through the woodland  
along its shore.

1 Start 
Take footpath from the car 

park up and around onto 
northern tip of ridge, picking 
up main path south towards 
summit. Take care as you 
negotiate a few scrambly 
sections, twisting over and 
between a few rocky outcrops. 
As you emerge onto grassy 
tump (and false summit) of 
Skelgill Bank, the ‘shapely 
topknot’ of Cat Bells proper ➥ ➥

2 ¾ mile/1.2km 
Emerging onto a track, go 

R past the college observatory. 
Approaching Hall Barn Farm, 
go L on a track beside barns. 
Joining another track, keep 
ahead to meet a lane.

3 1¼ miles/2km 
Cross to a track diagonally 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Roadside 
parking at Hurst Green, 
grid ref SD684379
Is it for me? Woodland, 
field and riverside paths, a 
short section along a lane
Stiles 10

PLANNING
Nearest town Whalley
Refreshments Three pubs 
and café in Hurst Green
Toilets Hurst Green
Public Transport Bus 
services to Hurst Green
Maps OS Explorer 287  
& OL41; Landranger 103

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE 
Start/parking Limited 
parking at Gutherscale 
grid ref NY246211, or 
limited layby parking 
above Brandelhow Park 
Is it for me? Short but 
initially sharp over tricky 
terrain, with a scrambly 
ascent up to Cat Bells and 
a briefly steep descent. 
The return leg is gentle 
with easy navigation along 
the lake shore. Avoid in 
bad weather in winter
Stiles None

PLANNING 
Nearest town Keswick
Refreshments The 
Swinside Inn (Tel: 01768 
778253) is close by 
Public toilets None
Public transport Honister 
Rambler seasonal bus 
service (77A) stops  
at Gutherscale;  
bit.ly/CatbellsBus
Maps OS Explorer OL4; 
Landranger 90

PLAN YOUR WALKFar-reaching views  
of Pendle Hill. 

Derwent Water and 
Blencathra from Cat Bells.
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rears up in front, looking for all 
world like a true mountain. Yet 
the top is a mere half-a-mile 
further on, and a few hundred 
feet up. A clear path leads to 
bald and stony summit, where 
summiters are rewarded with  
a magnificent panorama.

2 1 mile/1.6km 
From Cat Bells continue S, 

heading down ridge for about 
700 yards until reaching a 
crosspath in col of Hause Gate. 
Turn L onto path that zigzags 
downhill off fell towards 
Derwent Water. As gradient 
eases, path eventually merges 
with route of Allerdale Ramble, 
before emerging onto a quiet 
lane. (Optionally, you could 
turn L onto this bridleway and 
follow this higher path back  
to the start).

3 2 miles/3.2km 
Turn R and follow lane  

for 300 yards past Manesty 
Holiday Cottages before 
turning L at fingerpost through 
gate towards Manesty Park and 
Derwent Water. Pass through 
series of gates until reaching 
shore and turn L into park, 
following shore path until 
joining track, where there are  
a few cottages scattered 
around Brandelhow Bay.

4 3½ miles/5.6km 
Keep to clear path  

through pleasant woodland of 
Brandelhow Park, following 
shingly shore of Derwent Water 
past various bays and landing 

stages, and a collection of 
intriguing forest sculptures. 
When you reach gate at end  
of path, turn R onto lane  
to Outdoor Centre. Turn L 
across the centre car park  
and up bank through kissing  
gate onto a footpath, briefly 
forking R through the woods 
up to road. Turn L on road  
over cattle grid and follow  

the road round back to 
Gutherscale car park.  

opposite, which winds past 
Woodfields Cottages and 
continues between fields. At a 
fork, bear R, passing through a 
gate to carry on beside a wood. 
Towards the far end, look for a 
stile on the L. A path descends 
through trees ever more 
steeply to a wooden bridge. 
Keep going to a broad path 
beside the River Hodder. 

41¾ miles/2.8km 
R over a stone bridge and 

climb to a junction by Hodder 
Place. Keep with track ahead, 
which descends to river. Pass 
shingle banks, rounding bend 
and eventually reaching a lane.

5 2¾ miles/4.4km 
Over stile opposite, a path 

leads to Cromwell’s Bridge. 
Returning over stile, go L  
uphill to a junction. 

6 3 miles/4.8km 
Through kissing gate on L, 

walk on to second gate and 
climb at field edge, passing 
through another gate. Cresting 
rise, bear R to gate in middle of 
end fence. Continue same line 
to stile beside gate onto drive.

7 3½ miles/5.6km 
Go L past Winkley Hall, 

descending to Winkley Hall 
Farm. Keep with the track as  
it winds R and L through the 
yard. Leaving the farm, the 
track swings R to close with 
the river. Not far along, a bench 
overlooks the confluence of the 
Hodder with the Ribble. Keep 

going, later passing the 
confluence with the Calder 
below Hacking Hall and  
the site of the old ferry.

8 5 miles/8km 
Further on, riverside path 

turns up over a stile. Follow 
track L past Jumbles Farm. 
Where it then swings away, 
keep beside river, eventually 
reaching an aqueduct, built in 
the 1880s to supply Blackburn. 
Beyond a stile, the narrowing 
meadow leads over bridges 
into woodland.

9 6 miles/9.7km 
The path now climbs from 

the river, emerging from the 

trees over a stile. Walk ahead, 
shortly crossing more bridges 
and another stile. The ongoing 
path rises between two ditches. 
Towards the top, move R over  
a small field bridge and resume 
the climb beside the L hedge. 
Leaving through a gate at the 
top corner, walk up beside the 
Shireburn Arms to the main 
road and War Memorial.  
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uOS Explorer map OL4 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 287 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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