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09 10OXFORDSHIRE/BUCKS 
MIXBURY, FINMERE & WESTBURY

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
GRANTCHESTER

■Distance: 6 miles/9.5km ■Time: 3½ hours ■Grade: Easy  ■Distance: 8 miles/13km ■Time: 4 hours ■Grade: Moderate  SO
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CHOSEN BY… 
ROGER BUTLER
This walk explores 
the gentle valley of 

the infant River Great Ouse 
on the east side of Brackley 
– very close to the meeting 
of Northamptonshire, 
Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire. The route takes 
an anti-clockwise circuit from 
Mixbury and its earthworks of 
a castle built around 1100. Its 
original name, ‘Mixen-burgh’, 
actually translates as 
‘fortification near a dung-
heap’! Field paths lead east to 
Finmere, where a settlement 
developed in the Bronze Age, 
and from here an eye-
catching kilometre-long 
avenue of lime trees escorts 
a path down to a footbridge 

over the river. The route 
continues on to Westbury, 
with a 13th-century church 
and thatched houses along 
the narrow main street. 
It’s worth downloading an 
excellent leaflet about 
the village history (see 
westburyvillage.co.uk). 
The river is crossed again 
on the way back to Mixbury.

1 Start 
Fork L by the church in 

Mixbury and walk east on 
quiet lane to T-junction. Turn L 
and immediately take the path 
on R (sometime in the future, 
for a very short distance, this 
will run close to line of HS2). 
Path runs between fences and 
quickly leaves railway works 
– continue across field and 

CHOSEN BY… 
PHOEBE TAPLIN
Explore Cambridge, 
passing world-

famous churches and colleges, 
and then hike to the village of 
Grantchester and back along 
the winding River Cam. Lots 
to see and dozens of great 
pubs so take your time.

1 Start 
Turn R out of Cambridge 

station. Walk between Ibis and 
Sainsbury’s into station car 
park and keep straight. After 
walking under huge footbridge, 
head L to corner of Devonshire 
Road and turn R. At White 
Swan, turn L along colourful 
Mill Road. Cross A603 and 
keep straight along Parkside 
to bus station.

2 1 mile/1.5km 
Turn R, after public toilets, 

across Christ’s Pieces (park). 
Keep straight along Pike’s 
Walk and Belmont Place and 
turn L along Jesus Lane. 
Follow it to T-junction. Turn R 
on Bridge Street to Round 
Church. Turn L along St John’s 
Street and continue on Trinity 
Street until you reach wider 
cobbled area with King’s 
College Chapel ahead.

3 2 miles/3.2km 
Turn R before chapel down 

narrow Senate House Passage 
by neoclassical Senate House. 
Turn R into Trinity Lane, L 
along Garret Hostel Lane and 
follow it over river. Turn L 
before road ahead and 
continue, parallel with road ➥ ➥

pass through a wood. Carry on 
over next field to cross a stile, 
continue over pasture to next 

along any convenient path. 
Turn L on Silver Street. Cross 
river with view of Mathematical 
Bridge. Turn R into narrow 
Laundress Lane and R again 
past Mill pub, back over river. 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Next to 
church in Mixbury, grid ref 
SP609340, postcode 
NN13 5RR 
Is it for me? 
Straightforward walk 
through gently undulating 
fields and pleasant villages 
Stiles 12

PLANNING
Nearest town Brackley  
Refreshments Shop and 
café in Westbury; Red 
Lion pub (01280 848970) 
near Finmere 
Public toilets None 
Public transport Limited 
Brackley-Buckingham 
buses 131/132/134 to 
Finmere and Westbury 
(redlinebuses.com). 
Nearest station Banbury 
Maps OS Explorer 192; 
Landranger 165 

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Cambridge 
railway station, postcode 
CB1 2JW, grid ref TL461572 
Is it for me? Level and 
generally straightforward. 
Could divide this figure-of-
eight into two walks 
Stiles 1

PLANNING
Nearest town Cambridge  
Refreshments Plenty of 
choice 
Public toilets Bus station 
and Lammas Land (near 
Point 7) 
Public transport Regular 
trains from London, 
Norwich and others 
(greateranglia.co.uk)  
Maps OS Explorer 209; 
Landranger 154

PLAN YOUR WALK

This landmark avenue of lime trees 
runs north from Finmere for 1km.

Punters on the River 
Cam in Cambridge.
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4 2¾ miles/4.5km 
Turn L with water on L. 

Soon head diagonally R on 
surfaced path over meadow 
to millpond. Cross footbridge 
towards Millworks restaurant 
and turn L before it along 
tarmac path. Reaching Fen 
Causeway, cross road and 
bridge and walk diagonally 
across Lammas Land on 
tarmac path with white line 
down middle. On far side of 
park, turn L. Cross Driftway 
and continue along 
Grantchester Street. Turn 
third R into Eltisley Avenue 
and keep L. Continue along 
Grantchester Meadows and 
tarmac path with hedge on R 
for ¾ mile. 

5 4¼ miles/7km 
When hedge on R ends, 

turn R and follow path to Blue 
Ball pub in Grantchester. Turn 
L along lane and follow it past 
Rupert Brooke pub and along 
winding High Street. Head R at 
village green to Grantchester 
church. Keep L on Mill Way. 
Where road bends R, fork L 
into Spring Lane and follow 
sign into Orchard tea garden. 
Exit L through gate from far 
end of garden and head 
diagonally L across meadow 
to River Cam.

6 5 miles/8km 
Turn L and continue with 

water on R for one mile. Keep 
following winding river, over 
bridges, until path leads L. 
Turn R on surfaced path past 

Skaters’ Meadow and keep 
straight into lane. Keep R 
along Grantchester Meadows. 
Keep R again, following signed 
Riverside Walk towards City 
Centre. Follow lane L and soon 
turn R through gate into 
Paradise nature reserve. 
Follow path to river and 
continue with water on R.

7 6¾ miles/11km 
Keep going by car park 

and turn R over footbridge. 
Keep straight over another 
footbridge and follow surfaced 

path. Fork R by field, following 
sign to Trumpington. Cross 
A1134 and continue on 
Brooklands Avenue. At end, 
cross Hills Road to Brooklands 
and follow it R. Turn L at end 
on Station Place. 

stile and keep ahead on a 
narrow path between stables 
and hedge. Go through small 
gate, followed by an iron gate 
and proceed across pasture. 
Take the stile on L and 
straightaway turn R to stile. 
Follow the field edge to next 
stile by barn and farmyard. 
Walk ahead, cross tall stile at 
end of yard and walk along 
track between fences with 
house on R. Join tarmac drive 
to minor T-junction.

2 1¾ miles/2.5km 
Cross stile into field. Pass 

pond on R and go through 
small gate with stile. Cross 
field to stile in fence and veer 
L to last house on L, with 
adjacent stile. Path leads to 
cul-de-sac – turn R and walk 
down to lane in Finmere. Turn 
L and fork R after 150m onto 
Valley Road. Keep ahead 
through gate at sharp R bend 
and walk down the long 
avenue of lime trees, with 
broad fields on each side. 
Cross line of old railway and 
walk over next field to sturdy 
footbridge, with stiles, over 
the headwaters of the River 
Great Ouse.

3 3 miles/5km 
Walk ahead through tall 

trees to steel gate in hedge 
and continue to gap in next 
hedge. Proceed over field to 
gate at lane. Cross lane to gate 
and continue on path with 
hedge on R, merging into a 
good track on the approach to 

barns and farmyard. Continue 
to pass green barn and 
bungalow on R and go straight 
over next lane to small gate. 
Walk downhill through field, 
cross river and walk up to 
small gate in L-hand corner. Go 
L on path between fence and 
trees to gate at churchyard. 
Iron kissing gate leads to lane 
in Westbury – turn L and after 
100m take kissing gate on L 
for path through school 
grounds. Cross private lane 
and continue to next lane with 
large thatched house. Turn L 
and continue past the old mill 
and houses to gate at field.

4 4½ miles/7.5km 
Veer L to gate in fence 

and carry on to another gate 

and path between fences. 
After one more gate, cross 
bridge over river, cross old 
railway and walk uphill with 
hedge on L. Fork R between 
fences to small gate and trend 
R over field to another small 
gate. Cross old railway and 
join good farm track to lane.

5 5¾ miles/9.2km 
Turn L and walk back  

into Mixbury. 

OXFORDSHIRE/BUCKS 
MIXBURY, FINMERE & WESTBURY

■OS Explorer map 209 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop ■OS Explorer map 192 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  OS MAPS ONLINE:  

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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