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23 24DENBIGHSHIRE 
LLANDRILLO & CADAIR BERWYN

SCOTTISH BORDERS
RUBERS LAW

■Distance: 10½ miles/16.8km ■Time: 5-6 hours ■Grade: Challenging ■Distance: 6½ miles/10.5km ■Time: 3-4 hours ■Grade: Moderate
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CHOSEN BY… 
MATTHEW PIKE
It took until 1987 for 
someone to realise 

that Cadair Berwyn’s high 
point was in the wrong place. 
Cheshire walker Bernard 
Wright noticed the peak 400 
yards south was a few metres 
higher than the trig point. At 
2723 feet, the mountain is the 
highest in the Berwyn Range 
in north-east Wales. This 
walk starts and finishes in 
Llandrillo – a pretty village in 
a peaceful valley, featuring 
a cluster of whitewashed 
houses, a handsome parish 
church and a charming 18th-
century arched bridge. The 
trail ascends Cadair Berwyn 
via the vast moorland on its 
western side, the gentle 

nature of which contrasts 
sharply with the dramatic 
drops and rocky crags that 
face east.

1 Start  
Head to main road, turn 

L and, after passing war 
memorial, take lane forking R 
following Tegid Way. At end of 
lane where tracks fork, take R 
fork uphill. Follow for ⅔ mile, 
heading through several gates. 
As approaching larch copse, 
turn R at crossroads.

2 1 mile/1.7km 
Follow track alongside 

wall, then fence, on R. Pass 
two planted forests, then 
continue along grass track 
cutting through field. Head 
through gate, then continue 

CHOSEN BY… 
DAVID MARSH
The conical hill 
of Rubers Law 

dominates this part of 
the Scottish Borders. Its 
prominence has given it a 
long and illustrious history. 
The rocky summit has been 
the site of an Iron Age fort, 
a signal station for the 
Romans, and a ‘nuclear’ fort 
in early medieval times. It’s a 
superb vantage point with a 
view that takes in the Eildon 
and Lammermuir Hills to the 
north, the Cheviot Hills to 
the east and south, and the 
town of Hawick to the west. 
This route starts and ends at 
Denholm, a village notable for 
its huge village green flanked 
by handsome Georgian 

buildings, and passes through 
sections of woodland and 
open pastures, making this 
a varied and peaceful walk.

1 Start  
Take the minor road that 

turns off the A698 in the SW 
corner of Denholm’s village 
green. After passing public 
toilets, the road climbs with 
the woods of Denholm Dean 
to the R. Opposite the 
entrance to a bungalow called 
Little Bulwood, turn L onto 
track then bear R uphill.

2 ½ mile/0.9km  
Follow track keeping R as 

it forks and becomes grassy. 
After passing a wooden 
platform, go through gate into 
wooded area. Follow path ➥ ➥

through several sections of 
strip woodland, keeping R at 
another fork, until it runs at 
the edge of trees with open 
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ROUTE
Start/parking Free 
parking by play area 
opposite Berwyn 
Restaurant, Llandrillo, 
grid ref SJ035371, 
postcode LL21 0SR 
Is it for me? Prolonged 
ascent of moderate 
gradient. Mostly along 
tracks, but boggy on 
descent and route finding 
ability needed in places 
Stiles 2

PLANNING
Nearest town Bala 
Refreshments The Dudley 
Arms (01490 440223) or 
Berwyn Restaurant (01490 
440550, open Thu-Sun), 
both in Llandrillo 
Public toilets By car park 
in Llandrillo 
Public transport Frequent 
T3 bus between Wrexham, 
Bala, Dolgellau and 
Barmouth stops at 
Llandrillo (traws.cymru) 
Maps OS Explorer 255; 
Landranger 125

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Roadside 
parking around Denholm’s 
huge village green, TD9 
8NU, grid ref NT568184 
Is it for me? A moderate 
hill walk on mainly good, 
if boggy, grass paths and 
farm tracks 
Stiles 4

PLANNING
Nearest town Hawick 
Refreshments The 
Denholm Meet Cafe and 
Auld Cross Keys Inn 
(01450 870305) 
Public toilets Westgate in 
Denholm, near start 
Public transport Peter 
Hogg bus 20 Jedburgh-
Hawick to Denholm (daily, 
roadhoggs.co.uk) 
Maps OS Explorer 331; 
Landranger 80

PLAN YOUR WALK

The view of Llandrillo on the descent, 
between Point 6 and the end.

Looking east from Rubers 
Law towards the Cheviots.
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views to R over Ruberslaw 
Covert. Further on, go through 
wooden gate on R to enter 
field and turn L to ascend 
beside a wall on L initially, 
then a wall to the R. As height 
is gained pass through a 
scattering of trees then skirt 
the summit cliffs to the L, 
to reach the white trig point.

3 2¼ miles/3.8km 
Descend E from summit to 

gate in wall. Go through and 
follow grassy path as it curves 
to run beside a plantation. 
Pass through a gate to the L 
of a high deer fence, walking 
between wall and fence, 
until gate on L gives access 
into plantation. Turn R and 
continue at edge of plantation 
until path turns L to meet 
forestry track. Turn R and 
descend on track to T-junction.

4 3¼ miles/5.3km 
Turn L and follow track 

across two fields separated 
by section of trees. After re-
entering woodland, continue 
on track to a junction to bear 
L towards the buildings of 
Blawearie. 

5 4¼ miles/6.7km 
Just before buildings take 

track R through woods until it 
meets the Borders Abbeys 
Way (which is followed back 
to Denholm). Turn L on Way 
and go over stile to enter large 
field. Make way around edge 
of field anti-clockwise until 
reaching wooden gate on R. 

Go through and cross rough 
field to another stile, then 
cross a further field to reach a 
track. Turn R on this and follow 
to buildings of Spital Tower.

6 5 miles/8.2km 
Turn L across bridge 

then ascend the track heading 
NW until reaching T-junction 
with strip of trees ahead. 
Turn L then, before reaching 
felled plantation, turn R 
through gate onto a grassy 
path that descends between 

fields. The paths turns R just 
before re-entering Denholm 
then terminating on a road. 
Continue straight ahead to 
the A698 then turn L to return 
to the start. 

up R shoulder of Moel Pearce. 
Head through gate, then up 
another slope staying close to 
fence on L. On ascent, track 
forks and rejoins. Shortly after 
this, as track plateaus, take R 
fork, which leads to saddle.

3 4 miles/6.4km 
At saddle go through gate. 

Path soon swings R and up to 
next ridge. Head through gate, 
then immediately R through 
another gate, then follow path 
uphill with fence close on R. At 
top, turn L to follow main ridge 
path to Cadair Berwyn trig 
point. Continue for 400 yds to 
true summit, then return to trig.

4 5¾ miles/9.4km 
Turn L, cross stile and 

continue. Path forks then 
rejoins and plateaus before 
descending to footpath sign. 
Turn R here and follow path 
over stream and through gate, 
then continue, ignoring path 
forking R, and sticking to most 
obvious path ahead. Head 
through gate, then cross 
succession of streams. Pick up 
rough path (ignoring track 
forking R) and keep fence 
close on L.

5 8 miles/12.9km 
Follow fence, then wall. 

Ignore gate on L and continue 
through another gate ahead. 
Walk down steep bank, cross 
stream, then immediately turn 
L. At cluster of trees continue 
up bank and pick up rough 
track with stream on L. This 

soon meets another rough 
track before reaching gate. 

6 9 miles/14.3km 
Head through gate, then 

immediately through another 
gate (forking R off track), and 
follow fence on R. As you 
approach forest, take L fork 
through forest, ignoring rough 
track forking R. Continue to L 
side of forest. At fork, take R 
option continuing alongside 
forest. Soon track descends 
past farmhouse and becomes 

lane. Follow footpath sign L 
through field to hedge R of 
large oak. Turn R and follow 
hedge to kissing gate, 
continue to road, turn L, 
and car park is on R. 

DENBIGHSHIRE 
LLANDRILLO & CADAIR BERWYN

■OS Explorer map 331 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop ■OS Explorer map 255 ■Buy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:OS MAPS ONLINE:

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

VIEW THE WALK ON VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:OS MAPS ONLINE:

walk1000miles.co.uk/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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