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23 24edinburgh
calton hill & princes street gardens

stirlingshire
ben ledi

uDistance: 2 miles/3.25km uTime: 1½ hours uGrade: Easy uDistance: 6¼ miles/10km uTime: 5 hours uGrade: Moderate
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chosen by…  
keith fergus
Adorned with several 
historic monuments 

and fine buildings, Calton  
Hill provides one of the  
best vantage points to  
view Edinburgh and the 
surrounding landscape. This 
route also takes in gorgeous 
Princes Street Gardens, which 
contains several interesting 
monuments, including the 
Royal Scots Regimental  
and Scots American War 
Memorials. An optional  
climb to the top of the  
Scott Monument is highly 
recommended.

1 Start 
From Waverley Station 

follow Princes Street east past 

Balmoral Hotel. Turn L onto 
Leith Street, follow this onto 
Leith Walk. At London Road 
keep R then go R again onto 
cobbled Blenheim Place. Just 
after eye-catching Greenside 
Church, swing R onto Hume 
Walk beneath Calton Hill.

2 ½ mile/0.75km 
Turn L onto stony path 

where steps climb steeply. At 
top, turn R up more steps to 
reach Keepers of the Vigil cairn. 
From here take paved path  
to top of Calton Hill where 
there are several magnificent 
monuments as well as stunning 
views across Edinburgh to the 
Pentland Hills and Firth of 
Forth. Monuments include the 
National Monument of 
Scotland, the City Observatory 

chosen by…  
keith fergus
This route onto Ben 
Ledi is a Scottish 

classic, with good paths, 
marvellous panoramas and  
a secluded glen all combining 
for a superb walk. It’s thought 
that Ben Ledi translates as Hill 
of God, due to the pagan 
festivals that used to take 
place on the summit. However 
it’s more likely to mean Hill  
of the Slope which probably 
relates to Ben Ledi’s shapely 
southern incline.

1 Start 
From car park follow access 

road, turn L at bridge then bear 
L onto path. Climb steeply west 
across open hillside enjoying 
lovely scenery. Soon a gentler 

incline reaches forestry track.

2 ½ mile/0.75km 
Go straight across onto 

path from where prolonged, 
steady ascent proceeds along 
firm path. Continue on gradual 
rise beneath Creag Gorm with 
stunning views opening out to 
Ochil Hills. Walk all the way to 
edge of Ben Ledi’s southern 
ridge where path sweeps north.

3 1½ miles/2.5km 
As path heads northwest, 

on gradual rise over domed 
summit of Meall Odhar, 
stunning outlook takes in Ben 
Lomond, Arrochar Alps and 
even Arran on clear day. After 
short drop, final stiff rise passes 
Sergeant Harry Lawrie 
Memorial Cross to gain 879m ➥ ➥

and the 100-foot high Nelson 
Monument.

3 ¾ miles/1.25km 
Descend path past Duguld 

Stewart Monument to reach 

summit. Outstanding view 
extends to Stob Binnein,  
Ben More and Ben Lawers.
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Route
Start/parking Princes 
Street, Edinburgh, EH1 
1BB, grid ref NS359931
Is it for me? Steep path 
onto Calton Hill, paved 
paths through Princes 
Street Gardens. Optional 
climb up Scott Monument
Stiles None

Planning
Nearest town Edinburgh
Refreshments The Conan 
Doyle, Edinburgh  
(Tel: 0131 5579539)
Public toilets Princes 
Street Gardens, Edinburgh
Public transport Trains 
and buses from across 
Scotland to Edinburgh.
Maps OS Explorer 350; 
Landranger 66

plan your walk

Route
Start/parking car park  
at the end of a minor  
road off the A84, on the 
western bank of  Garbh 
Uisge, 3km west of 
Kilmahog, FK17 8HF,  
grid ref NN587091
Is it for me? Clear path  
on ascent, fainter path on 
descent into Stank Glen. 
Clear path through glen. 
Minor road
Stiles 1

Planning
Nearest town  
Callander
Refreshments  
The Lade Inn, Kilmahog 
(Tel: 01877 330152)
Public toilets None
Public transport  
None to start
Maps OS Explorer OL46; 
Landranger 57

plan your walkEdinburgh city from 
Calton Hill.

The Southern Highlands 
from Ben Ledi
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4 2½ miles/4km 
From summit a marvellous 

ridge walk descends northwest 
then north, with fine views of 
Lochan nan Corp. Path picks up 
line of fenceposts at ridge’s 
highest point, which are 
followed northwest off ridge 
down grassy then stony path. 
Approaching Bealach nan Corp 
the ground can become wet 
and muddy.

5 3¼ miles/5.25km 
At the base of bealach turn 

R onto initially wet and vague 
path. It becomes more obvious 
as it descends east into 

wonderfully secluded Stank 
Glen with far-reaching views 
across Stirlingshire. Eventually 
path reaches stile to L of gate. 
Once across, descend to base 
of glen where path splits. Keep 
R, continue through glen, 
eventually dropping down to 
track just beyond small weir.

6 4½ miles/7.25km 
Bear R, follow track around 

barrier onto wooded path, 
descend to track. Turn R then, 
after few metres, just before 
marker post, go L onto path, 
which drops steeply through 
woodland, high above Stank 

Burn, soon passing huge 
waterfall before emerging  
onto track. This sweeps L  
then R to junction.

7 5½ miles/8.75km 
Go R, follow narrow road  

to Corriechrombie, continue 
back to start.  

Regent Road, turn R. Follow 
this onto Princes Street and at 
Waverley Street bear L into 
Princes Street Gardens beside 
breathtaking Scott Monument.

4 1¼ miles/2km 
Take first path on L, follow 

this through park, in shadow of 
Castle Rock and Edinburgh 
Castle. Princes Street Gardens 
stands on what was once the 
Nor’ Loch (The North Loch). 
This man-made body of water 
was created in 1460 as James 
III felt Edinburgh was open to 
attack from the north. The loch 
created a place of leisure for 
city’s residents as well as being 

the ideal spot for drowning 
suspected witches. Walk along 
the southern edge of the park 
past elaborate Ross Fountain 
then exit beside Scottish 
National Gallery and Royal 
Scottish Academy.

5 1½ miles/2.5km 
Walk in-between both 

buildings back into Princes 
Street Gardens, return to 
Waverley Street at the base  
of the 200-foot high Scott 
Monument. It is worth climbing 
the 287 steps all the way to  
the top of the monument  
as the view across Princes 
Street Gardens to Edinburgh 

Castle is simply stunning. It was 
erected in 1846, fourteen years 
after the death of Sir Walter 
Scott.

6 1¾ miles/2.5km 
From here re-cross 

Waverley Street and return  
to Waverley Station to 
complete the walk.  

24 23stirlingshire
ben ledi

edinburgh
calton hill & princes street gardens

uOS Explorer map OL46 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 350 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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VIEW the walk on 
OS MAPS online:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
In association with

VIEW the walk on 
OS MAPS online:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
In association with


