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23 24EDINBURGH
ARTHUR’S SEAT

HIGHLAND
BUACHAILLE ETIVE MOR

uDistance: 5¼ miles/8.5km uTime: 2¾ hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 8¾ miles/14km uTime: 8 hours uGrade: Challenging
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CHOSEN BY…  
KEITH FERGUS
The distinct profile  
of Arthur’s Seat 

dominates Edinburgh and this 
particular route is stunning, 
with a number of steep 
ascents and descents. It climbs 
steeply from Holyrood Park 
onto the 251m summit, where  
a panorama across Scotland’s 
capital awaits. Good paths 
then descend to beautiful 
Duddingston Loch, after which 
the Innocent Railway climbs 
back into Holyrood Park. 
Another steep pull leads  
onto Salisbury Crags, where 
glorious views are constant.

1 Start 
From Scottish Parliament,  

on Canongate, follow Horses 

Wynd past Palace of 
Holyroodhouse into Holyrood 
Park. Turn L onto Queens  
Drive, cross at pelican crossing 
beside car park, turn L then 
immediately R onto paved 
path. Climb steadily to fork. 
Take L branch onto stony path, 
follow this up steps towards 
14th century St Anthony’s 
Chapel. When path leading 
from chapel comes in from  
the L, bear R onto this.

2 ¾ mile/1.25km 
Climb steeply south, with 

unique profile of Arthur’s Seat 
rising ahead. In due course 
path veers L to traverse steeper 
slopes then reaches grassy 
plateau beneath summit and 
an outstanding view along East 
Lothian coast. Path turns R 

CHOSEN BY…  
KEITH FERGUS
There is perhaps  
no other mountain  

in Britain as recognisable as 
the incomparable Buachaille 
Etive Mor, particularly when its 
perfect profile is viewed from 
Rannoch Moor. This epic and 
challenging route crosses  
four peaks above 3000ft, 
including two Munros. Good 
paths line the majority of the 
walk, which grants a series  
of spectacular views, but  
it is a huge day with nearly 
3600-feet of ascent. Therefore 
it should only be tackled by fit, 
experienced walkers, with 
good navigational skills.

1 Start 
Begin from busy layby at 

Altnafeadh. Carefully cross 
A82, follow track, in full view of 
the Buachaille, over footbridge 
spanning River Coupall. Keep  
R onto path which passes 
Lagangarbh hut, owned  
by Scottish Mountaineering 
Club. After another 250m  
keep R when path splits.

2 ½ mile/0.75km 
Continue southwest along 

good path, ascending steadily 
to Allt Coire na Tulaich. There  
is fine view of Buachaille Etive 
Beag and Beinn a’ Chrulaiste. 
Incline steepens as path rises 
along west bank of Allt Coire 
na Tulaich into Coire na Tulaich. 
It’s a tough pull, but views 
across Central Highlands 
provide good excuse for break. 
Terrain becomes more rocky ➥ ➥

with steep pull, alongside 
fence, soon gaining airy 
summit ridge. Final few feet 
onto Arthur’s Seat cross slabs 
of rock which can be greasy 
when wet. Spectacular views 
extend across Edinburgh  
to Southern Highlands.

but path generally clear. 
Eventually it gains bealach  
at top of corrie, around  
850m contour. Superb  
views open out to Meall  
a’ Bhuiridh and Creise.
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ROUTE
Start/parking Canongate, 
The Royal Mile, EH8 8DX, 
grid ref NT269739
Is it for me? Pavement, 
parkland and hill paths
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Edinburgh
Refreshments  
Kilderkin, Edinburgh  
(Tel: 0131 556 2101)
Public toilets South 
Bridge, Edinburgh
Public transport 
Edinburgh is well served 
by public transport from 
all across Scotland
Maps OS Explorer 350; 
Landranger 66

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Layby 
Altnafeadh, PH49 4HY, 
grid ref NN221563
Is it for me? Good paths 
combined with rocky, 
bouldery terrain. Several 
steep ascents/descents
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town  
Fort William
Refreshments  
Clachaig Inn, Glencoe  
(Tel: 01855 811 252)
Public toilets None
Public transport Regular 
buses (Scottish Citilink 
914, 915 & 916) from 
Glasgow, Fort William  
and Uig to Altnafeadh
Maps OS Explorer 384; 
Landranger 41

PLAN YOUR WALKLooking down onto Edinburgh 
and Salisbury Crags. 

Stob Dearg and Coire na 
Tulaich from above Altnafeadh. 
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3 1¾ miles/2.75km 
Turn L onto ridge, walk 

east then northeast on steady 
rise to reach 1021m summit of 
Stob Dearg, the highest point 
of route. On clear day stunning 
views extend across Rannoch 
Moor to Schiehallion, while Ben 
Nevis may be visible to 
northwest.

4 2¼ miles/3.5km 
Retrace steps back to 

bealach but then keep straight 
on, following ridge west then 
southwest. Steady pull 
eventually gains top of Stob  
na Doire, its 1010m summit 
granting exemplary views, 
particularly the big Glen  
Etive mountains.

5 3¾ miles/6km 
Terrain can be tricky and 

confusing here in poor visibility. 
Therefore follow path on sharp 
descent, dropping southwest 
to bealach above Coire Altruim, 
which is for return descent.  
For now keep on, climbing 
northwest onto Stob Coire 
Altruim’s ‘top’, after which 
undulating ridge continues 
southwest onto Stob na Broige, 
Buachaille Etive Mor’s second 

Munro. Full ridge stretches 
northeast and much of Central 
Highlands are on show.

6 5 miles/8km 
Return to bealach above 

Coire Altruim. Descend initially 
good path north into corrie, 
along west side of Allt Coire 
Altruim. Underfoot becomes 
more awkward approaching 
Lairig Gartain, where stream  
is crossed. Turn R, follow 
excellent path northeast for 

2.5km back to A82. Turn R, 
very carefully follow roadside 
verge for final 800m back  
to Altnafeadh.  

3 1¼ miles/2km 
Retrace steps back to 

grassy plateau from where 
path descends steeply east to 
Queens Drive near Dunsapie 
Loch. Turn R, follow pavement 
past car park. As road swings  
R turn L, descend steps onto 
path. Follow this steeply down 
more steps to Old Church Lane 
at Duddingston Loch, a lovely 
spot to sit and relax.

4 1¾ miles/2.75km 
Turn L, follow Old Church 

Lane through Duddingston to 
Duddingston Road West. Turn 
R, follow pavement for nearly 
1km to entrance of Innocent 
Railway Path beside Fokenford. 
Innocent Railway opened in 

1831 to transport coal from 
Dalkeith to Edinburgh and 
nicknamed Innocent because 
horse drawn carriages used it 
instead of steam engines which 
were thought dangerous.  
The line closed in 1868.

5 2½ miles/4km 
Turn R, follow path as it 

climbs northwest, eventually 
gaining fork just before tunnel. 
Go L then immediately R, climb 
steps to Duddingston Low 
Road. Walk L, continue to 
roundabout. Keep R, then  
R at next roundabout onto 
Queens Drive. Keep straight on 
along path that rises gradually, 
passing path on L, known as 
the Radical Road, onto the 

eastern edge of Salisbury  
Crags where path splits.

6 4 miles/6.5km 
Keep L then L again at next 

fork. Ascend steeply northwest, 
walking along lip of crags; at 
the top there’s an astonishing 
view of Edinburgh. Path swings 
R and descends northeast back 
to outward-bound path. Turn  
L and return to start.  

24 23HIGHLAND
BUACHAILLE ETIVE MOR

EDINBURGH
ARTHUR’S SEAT

uOS Explorer map 384 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 350 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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Buachaille 
Etive Mor’s 
extraordinary 

profile from  
Rannoch Moor.

DON’T MISS...
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE:  

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OS MAPS
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