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21 22POWYS/SHROPSHIRE
KNIGHTON TO BUCKNELL

ANGLESEY
ABERFFRAW

uDistance: 9 miles/14.5km uTime: 4 hours uGrade: Moderate uDistance: 5 miles/8.3km uTime: 2½ hours uGrade: Easy
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CHOSEN BY…  
SARAH BAXTER
Part of the new 
long-distance Heart 

of Wales Line Trail (HoWLT), 
this short station-to-station 
taster of the full 140-mile 
route is ‘international’, 
beginning with a hop across 
the Wales/England border.  
It then follows a bit of Offa’s 
Dyke, offers views – on a  
clear day – down to 13-arch 
Knucklas Viaduct and traces  
a wide drovers’ road, from 
where you can admire an  
Iron Age hill fort and the 
Redlake Valley. To finish, it 
cuts through forest to reach 
the quintessentially English 
village of Bucknell, with its 
church green, trickling stream, 
Tudor houses and pubs.

1 Start 
Turn L onto Station Road. 

Walk to town centre. Turn R 
onto Broad St. At Offa’s Dyke 
Centre, turn R to pick up Offa’s 
Dyke National Trail. Cross 
Wales/England border. Walk 
alongside River Teme as it 
curves R. Cross river, then 
railway line, then lane. Climb 
straight up eroded path 
following acorn fingerposts.  
At top, veer L along hills,  
forest on R. Continue across 
hillside, via remains of  
Offa’s Dyke, fence on R.

2 2 miles/3.2km 
At crossing of paths turn  

R off Offa’s Dyke, following 
HoWLT signs along a track. Go 
through gate. Follow fence on 
R, pine trees on L. Drop down  

CHOSEN BY…  
DOROTHY 
HAMILTON
The small village  

of Aberffraw was the most 
important place in north Wales 
from the 6th to the 13th 
century, when the Princes of 
Gwynedd based their court 
here. Nowadays, it’s the 
starting point of a delightful 
walk to Porth Cwyfan with  
its tiny church standing on  
a walled island, which you  
can reach at low tide by a 
causeway. (For tide times 
check www.surf-forecast.com/
breaks/Aberffraw). The route 
then traces the coastal path 
along low cliffs to Trwyn Du, 
where embedded stones 
indicate a Bronze Age grave, 
before following the river  

back to the old humpbacked 
bridge at the start. 

1 Start 
From the car park, cross  

the old bridge and keep ahead, 
uphill. Pass Y Goran pub and,  
in the square, turn L. Take  
L fork to walk towards the 
information boards near  
the church. Veer L to pass 
school R then turn R at 
footpath signpost to a 
kissing-gate. Walk through 
fields, with great views L  
of Aberffraw dunes, to an 
enclosed path. Emerge on  
a track and keep ahead, 
passing houses on R.

2 ¾ mile/1km 
Stay on the main track, 

ignore tracks L, pass a ruin  ➥ ➥

a field and through gate to pick 
up a wider track. Reach main 
road at Five Turnings. Cross 
road and continue straight 
ahead, down a track and 
through a gate, buildings on L.

L and emerge on a lane.  
Turn L, downhill, with views  
of the church on its tiny island 
ahead of you. The lane ends  
at Porth Cwyfan where, if the 
tide is low, you have the option 
of going R along the beach  
and crossing the causeway  
to St Cwyfan’s Church.
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ROUTE
Start/parking Knighton 
Station, Station Road, LD7 
1DT, grid ref SO290723  
Is it for me? Tracks, fields, 
lanes. Some muddy 
ground/exposed hillsides
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Knighton 
Refreshments The Red 
Lion or The Baron at 
Bucknell  
Public toilets Car Park 
behind the Knighton Hotel
Public transport The 
Swansea-Shrewsbury train 
serves Knighton and 
Bucknell four times daily 
Mon-Sat, twice daily Sun 
(heart-of-wales.co.uk)
Maps OS Explorer 201; 
Landranger 148

PLAN YOUR WALK

ROUTE
Start/parking Aberffraw 
car park near the old 
bridge, grid ref SH356690
Is it for me? Field paths, 
track, lane and coastal 
path along low cliffs  
and shore
Stiles None

PLANNING
Nearest town Llangefni
Refreshments Pub and 
tearoom in Aberffraw
Public toilets In Aberffraw 
near Llys Llywelyn
Public transport  
Bus 25 from Holyhead
Maps OS Explorer 262; 
Landranger 114

PLAN YOUR WALKGetting away from it  
all in border country. 

Sheep grazing by  
the Afon Ffraw.
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3 2 miles/3.4km 
Return along the beach, 

pass the lane end and continue 
along the rocky and sandy 
shore to steps leading up to a 
kissing-gate. Follow the coast 
path along low cliffs for about 

2km to where it drops to the 
shore. A little further on it goes 
up steps to a kissing-gate and 
continues above cliffs and a 
small beach. When the path 
bends L it is worth making  
a diversion onto Trwyn Du 
headland. Here there is a stone 
seat with views over Aberffraw 
Bay and, near the cliff edge, 
the stones from the Bronze 
Age cairn protrude through  
the grass.

4 4 miles/6.8km 
Return to the coast path 

and follow it downhill to the 
River Ffraw. Walk on through  

a marshy area and pass a 
cottage on L. A little further on, 
go up steps and follow the 
path above a wall. At houses, 
go R on a short path to a track 
beside the river where you  
go L to the old bridge and  
car park.  

3 3 miles/4.8km 
Follow wide drovers’ track 

eastwards, following HoWLT 
signs. Pass through a 
succession of four field gates. 
Pass through two gates by a 
belt of woodland. Go through 
another gate. At junction of 
tracks go straight through gate. 
Continue on track. 

4 5½ miles/8.85km 
Pass through gate into 

Bucknell Woods. Descend 
through trees on curving track. 
At staggered junction turn R. 
At next fork go R down forestry 
track. Follow this to edge of 
wood. Turn L and descend 
along lane.

5 7½ miles/12km  
Continue following the  

lane beyond the edge of 
woods. At road junction with 
playground on L, veer R. 
Continue on road. Cross  
a bridge and ignore lane 
joining on L. Past Baron  
Inn on L. Road curves R  
into village; continue past 
church and school to reach 
station.  
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uOS Explorer map 262 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop uOS Explorer map 201 uBuy maps at: ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop
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Going further 
– continue  
on the Heart 

of Wales Line Trail  
for 5 miles/9km to 
Hopton Heath station 
via the well-preserved 
ruin of 13th-century 
Hopton Castle.

DON’T MISS...

Keep a watch 
on the rocks 
off-shore for 

seals basking on 
warm days and 
cormorants taking  
a break from fishing.

DON’T MISS...
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE: 

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OS MAPS
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VIEW THE WALK ON 
OS MAPS ONLINE: 

lfto.com/cwroutes
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OS MAPS
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